
BIBLIOLOGY 
THE DOCTRINE OF THE SCRIPTURES 

 

Edward J. Young wrote: “If we do not build upon the 

impregnable rock of infallible Scripture we shall 

ever be at the mercy of the latest whims and 

fancies” (see Psalm 11:3). 

 

Most Confessions of Faith begin with the Doctrine of the 

Scriptures, for it is upon this foundation every other doctrine 

must rest. The word Bible is an Anglicization of the Greek word 

“biblos” or book. The Bible claims to be the Word of God no less 

than 3,808 times in the Old Testament. The word, Scripture comes 

from the Latin word scriba, meaning “writings.” Thus, the Bible is 

the Holy Writing of God (Exodus 32:16; II Kings 17:37; Hosea 8:12; 

II Timothy 3:15-17) 

 

REVELATION, INSPIRATION, ILLUMINATION 

 

REVELATION DISCLOSURE GOD TO MAN I CORINTHIANS 2:9-10 

INSPIRATION DOCUMENTING MAN TO PAPER I CORINTHIANS 2:13 

ILLUMINATION DISCOVERY PAPER TO HEART I CORINTHIANS 2:12 

 

REVELATION – The word revelation is derived from the Greek 

word apokalupsis, which means “disclosure” or “unveiling.”1 

Revelation may be defined as “that act of God whereby he 

discloses himself or communicates truth to the mind, whereby he 

makes manifest to his creatures that which could not be known in 

                                                 
1 P.P Enns,. 1997, c 1989. The Moody Handbook of Theology. Moody Press: Chicago, 

IL 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://static1.squarespace.com/static/555df5d5e4b0373c403ce483/t/5685a360841abad82355d00c/1451598752140/&imgrefurl=http://www.gacxonline.com/resources/2015/12/29/from-milk-to-meat&docid=3TnDC2mGp3TRwM&tbnid=WxgTLhH6uX7hsM:&w=200&h=179&bih=455&biw=1093&ved=0ahUKEwilsPDAobjMAhXCLaYKHaqZDAcQMwg7KBgwGA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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any other way. The revelation may occur in a single, 

instantaneous act, or it may extend over a long period of time; 

and this communication of himself and his truth may be 

perceived by the human mind in varying degrees of fullness2.”  
 

This revealing falls into two basic categories: General and Special 

Revelation. In Romans chapter one, Paul writes that, God is 

revealed by general or natural revelation in three ways: 
 

1. Conscience – “Because that which may be known of God is 

manifest ____ them…” (Romans 1:19, emphasis added). God is 

revealed “in” us by our conscience.  
 

While we cannot allow our conscience to be our guide, it does 

reveal the knowledge of good and evil (Proverbs 20:27; 

Romans 2:15). God has “lighteth” or gives a conscience to 

every man that cometh into the world (John 1:9). 

 

2. Creation – “…for God hath shewed it ________ them” (Romans 

1:19). God has not left Himself without a witness for the 

“heavens ______________ the glory of God” (Acts 14:17; Psalm 

19:1-6). 
 

3. Culture – “Because that, when they ________ ______, they 

glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became 

vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was 

darkened” (Romans 1:21). God is not only revealed “in them” 

and “unto them” but also through them. From Dreamtime 

legends to ancient Chinese ideographs to the stories of 

histories of people around the world reveals that “The LORD is 

known by the judgment which he executeth” (Psalm 9:16). 

                                                 
2 Henry C. Thiessen, Lectures in Systematic Theology, revised by Vernon D. Doerksen 

(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1979), p 7. 
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Yet sadly, while General Revelation is enough to condemn a man, 

it is not enough to convert him (Romans 1:20) Therefore, God 

has also given His Special Revelation to man (see Acts 17:22-29) 

where Paul uses the general revelation of God as a starting point 

for the message from the special revelation of God). 

 

“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners __________ in 

time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last 

days spoken unto us by his Son…” (Hebrews 1:1-2). 

 

 Dreams (Genesis 37:5-10) 

 Visions (Daniel 8:1) 

 Urim and Thummin (Numbers 27:21) 

 Audible voices (I Samuel 3:1-10) 

 Animals (Numbers 22:28) 

 Angels (Luke 1:26-37) 

 

However, the crown of God’s special revelation is the Living 

Word of God, the Lord Jesus Christ (John 1:1-3, 14; 14:6-7) and 

the completion of God’s special revelation is the Written Word 

of God, the Bible (I Corinthians 13:8-13) 

 

INSPIRATION – Refers to the way in which God gave us the Bible. 

Notice the following Scriptures concerning this subject:  

 

“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will 

of man: but holy men of God __________ as they 

were moved by the Holy Ghost” (II Peter 1:21). 

 

1. Human Penmanship – “...holy men of God spake...” 

2. Divine Authorship – “...moved by the Holy Spirit...” 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ourchurch.com/member/t/TheWordofGod/web_images/bible_clipart_and_scroll.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ourchurch.com/member/t/TheWordofGod/index.php?p%3D1_14_The-Visuals-of-The-Ministry-Staff-and-Work...&docid=P2iAJo6PspaCVM&tbnid=dfdcs_XvRmibwM:&w=200&h=200&hl=en&bih=491&biw=1093&ved=0ahUKEwj5lObnl7nMAhUGI6YKHesFAB84ZBAzCCYoIzAj&iact=mrc&uact=8
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This is illustrated by the following Scriptures (Acts 1:16; 4:25; 

13:35; 28:25-26; Matthew 1:22; Exodus 4:10-12; II Samuel 23:1-2; 

Jeremiah 1:6-9). 

 

The word moved means “borne along.” Luke uses the same Greek 

word to describe a ship that is “driven” along by the wind of a 

storm (Acts 27:17). While the writers of Scripture did not always 

understand everything they wrote (Luke 10:23-24; I Peter 1:25), 

God so “moved” them that what they wrote is without error. 

 

Thus the inspiration of the Bible is a supernatural miracle. God 

used over 40 men of various occupations and backgrounds, over 

a time period of 1,600 years to give us one Book, the Bible. 

 

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 

for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness” (II Timothy 3:16).  

 

The word inspiration means “God-breathed.”  Note the following 

six theories of inspiration: 

 

1. The Natural Theory – That the Bible is inspired in the same 

sense as William Shakespeare or any other writer. Yet the Bible 

states “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of 

any private interpretation” (II Peter 1:20). 

 

2. The Mechanical Theory – That God dictated his message to 

his writers much as a CEO would dictate a message to his 

secretary. While there are passages that are dictated by God 

(Exodus 34:27; Revelation 2:1; 8; 12; 18, etc), yet God used 

each author’s personality and background. God used “holy 

men” not machines. 
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3. The Content or Concept Theory – That only the main 

thoughts are inspired. Yet the Bible states “For verily I say unto 

you, Till heaven and earth pass, one ______ or one ____________ 

shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled” (Matthew 

5:18 also see II Samuel 23:1-2; I Corinthians 2:13). 

 

4. The Partial or Dynamic Theory – Teaches that only certain 

parts of the Bible are inspired or that “the Bible contains the 

Word of God.” If this theory is correct, then man becomes the 

final authority as to what portions are inspired. The Bible 

clearly states that “______ scripture is given by inspiration of 

God…” (II Timothy 3:16).  

 

Another aspect of this theory is that the Bible is only inspired 

as it relates to “spiritual issues,” but that it is not reliable in 

regards to historical and scientific matters (theistic evolution). 

This contradicts Jesus’ statement in John 3:1 2. 

 

5. The Personal Encounter Theory – Teaches that as the Bible 

becomes relevant in our life it is inspired. This again results in 

our personal experiences becoming the final authority, instead 

of the Word of God. 

 

6. The Plenary Verbal Theory – 

This is the correct view of 

Scripture. That all (plenary) and 

the very words (verbal) of the 

Bible are inspired by God 

(Proverbs 30:5; Matthew 4:4; II 

Timothy 3:16-17; I Corinthians 

2:13; John 6:63; 17:8) 

 

WE CORRUPT THE WORD OF 

GOD MOST DANGEROUSLY, 

WHEN WE THROW ANY 

DOUBT ON THE PLENARY 

INSPIRATION OF ANY PART 

OF HOLY SCRIPTURE. 
J.C. RYLE 
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THE BIBLE IS: 

 

 Infallible – Without error (Psalm 119:160) 

 Invariable – Without change (Numbers 23:19; Psalm 119:89; 

James 1:17) 

 Inexorable – Without yielding (John 10:35) 

 Invincible – Without conquest (Isaiah 55:11; Jeremiah 23:29; 

Hebrews 4:12) 

 Inevitable – Without failure (Psalm 126:5-6; Matthew 5:18; 

24:35; I Peter 1:23-25) 

 Invaluable – Without price 

 

ILLUMINATION – There is a tendency to confuse illumination with 

revelation and inspiration. The distinction is noted: “In reference 

to the Bible, revelation relates to its content or material, 

inspiration to the method of recording that material, and 

illumination to the meaning of the record.”3 

 

Illumination is that method used by the Holy Spirit to shed divine 

light upon all seeking men as they look into the Word of God. 

 

Illumination is needed for the following reasons: 

 

 Natural Blindness (I Corinthians 2:14; 

Matthew 16:16-17) 

 Satanic Blindness (II Corinthians 4:3-4) 

 Carnal Blindness (I Corinthians 3; Hebrews 

5:12-14; II Peter 1) 

 

                                                 
3 Charles C. Ryrie, A Survey of Bible Doctrine (Chicago: Moody 1972), p 47 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://media-cache-ec0.pinimg.com/736x/50/9f/32/509f32b58ab6c27abe9be7283764e533.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.keyword-suggestions.com/YmxpbmQgZm9sZCAgY2xpcCBhcnQ/&docid=Rd0rY3fofGFkNM&tbnid=T4YYQ7nPul1VVM:&w=557&h=640&hl=en&bih=491&biw=1093&ved=0ahUKEwiH1fvcn7nMAhVKo5QKHQYaC0gQMwhGKCMwIw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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At the moment of salvation, the believer is indwelt by the Holy 

Spirit who then takes the truths of God and shows them 

(illumination to the believer (1 Corinthians 2:9-13). Since only God 

knows the things of God, therefore it is essential that the Spirit of 

God instructs the believer. This ministry of the Holy Spirit had 

been foretold by Jesus in the Upper Room Discourse. Jesus 

announced that the Spirit would teach them (John 14:26), guide 

them into all the truth (John 16:13), and disclose the truth of God 

to them (John 16:14-15). While man is not the final authority in 

the teaching of Scripture, God often uses others to instruct us in 

the things of God (Acts 8:30-35; 17:2; 18:26-28). 

 

THE CANON OF SCRIPTURE 

 

The word canon as applied to Scripture was first used 

by Athanasius (296-373 A.D.), it literally means “cane” 

or “measuring rod,” this became the word used in 

recognizing the Word of God.  

 

When we speak of the canon of Scripture, we are speaking of 

those books that measure up to a set standard. 

 

These Books were regarded as 

authoritive writings, “not because any 

body of men has made them so, but 

because they already bore the stamp of 

their divine origin, which was recognized 

as distinguishing them from all other 

books.”4 Canonicity is determined by 

God and discovered by man.5 

                                                 
4 Walter M. Dunnett, New Testament Survey (Chicago: Moody, 1989) p 6. 
5 N.L. Geisler and W.E. Nix, From God To Us (Chicago: Moody, 1981) p 66 

IT IS THE SIMPLE 

TRUTH TO SAY THAT 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 

BOOKS BECAME 

CANONICAL BECAUSE 

NO ONE COULD STOP 

THEM DOING SO. 
WILLIAM BARCLAY 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://coloringpanda.com/img/2929806-yardstick-coloring-page.jpg&imgrefurl=http://coloringpanda.com/yardstick-coloring-page&docid=KVEGyKFRBOOLKM&tbnid=fiKdO72VQQEejM:&w=648&h=768&hl=en&bih=491&biw=1093&ved=0ahUKEwiK9q6EornMAhVGoZQKHdyIAFQQMwiBAShbMFs&iact=mrc&uact=8
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There were five tests to determine the canonicity of a Book: 

 

1. Authorship – who wrote the book or epistle 

2. Local church acceptance 

3. Recognition – did other writers recognize it (II Peter 3) 

4. Content – did it harmonize with the rest of the Scripture 

5. Personal edification 

 

The canonization of the Old Testament was completed by 300 

B.C. and many believe that it was led by Ezra. The New Testament 

canon was finalized during the Third Council of Carthage in 397 

A.D. “However, it absolutely must be understood 

that the Bible is not an authorized collection of 

authorized books;”6 but a set of authorized books 

that have been authorized. 

 

Note what Josephus, early historian, had to say about the Old 

Testament Canon: 

 

We have but 22 books, containing the history of all time, 

books that are believed to be divine…There is practical proof 

of the spirit in which we treat our Scriptures; for although so 

great an interval of time has now passed, not a soul has 

ventured to add or to remove or to alter a syllable; and it is 

the instinct of every Jew, from the day his birth, to consider 

these Scriptures as the teaching of God, and to abide by 

them, and if need be, cheerfully to lay down his life in their 

behalf.7 

 

                                                 
6 H.L. Willmington, Guide to the Bible (Wheaton, Tyndale, 1988) p 805 
7 Henry H. Halley, Halley’s Bible Handbook (Grand Rapid, Zondervan, 1965) p 406 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://thumbs.dreamstime.com/t/hands-bible-42097176.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dreamstime.com/royalty-free-stock-images-clipart-business-deal-handshake-black-white-image7184179&docid=Hq_MFw8zDZPRGM&tbnid=YH1vxvuU3n8rUM:&w=263&h=160&hl=en&bih=491&biw=1093&ved=0ahUKEwiBgJ6upbnMAhVIKZQKHT3RByc4rAIQMwhnKGMwYw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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The Division of the Bible 
 

The first division of the Bible took place in 586 B.C., when the 

Pentateuch was divided into 154 groupings (sedarim) to facilitate 

its reading in a three-year cycle. Our current chapter divisions 

were made in 1227 by Stephen Langton, a professor at the 

University of Paris and later the Archbishop of Canterbury. The 

verse division took place in the 15th and 16th century. 

 

The first Bible to be printed with these divisions was the 

Stephanus’ Latin Bible of 1555.  

 

PROOF THAT THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD 
 

1. AMAZING UNITY – Imagine a building being built with stones 

hewn into final shape at quarries from quarries from forty 

different countries around the world. Stones of all shapes and 

sizes: cubical, rectangular, cylindrical; yet when bought 

together they fit perfectly.  There must be an architect! 

 

This unity can be especially seen as we compare the books of 

Genesis and Revelation. 

 

 Heaven and Earth – Genesis 1:1 cf Revelation 21:1 

 Adam – Genesis 1:27-28 cf Revelation 21:9 

 Seas – Genesis 1:10 cf Revelation 21:1 

 Day and Night – Genesis 1:5, 16 cf Revelation 21:23; 22:5 

 Tree of Life – Genesis 3:22 cf Revelation 22:2 

 Curse – Genesis 3:17 cf Revelation 22:3 

 Satan – Genesis 3:1 cf Revelation 20:3; 22:3 
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 Judgement – Genesis 7:12 cf II Peter 3:6-12; Revelation 

21:1  

 River – Genesis 2:10 cf Revelation 22:1 

 Tears – Genesis 23:2 cf Revelation 21:4 

 City – Genesis 19 cf Revelation 21:1 

 Coffin – Genesis 50:1-3 cf Revelation 21:4 

 

If we choose ten people with similar backgrounds, from the 

same area who speak the same language and ask them to 

write their opinion of just one controversial subject – how 

many answers would we receive? 

 

Yet the Bible was written over a time period of 1,600 years 

with some forty different authors from various occupations 

(about 19) and backgrounds. The Bible was composed on 

three different continents (Africa, Asia and Europe) and in 

three different languages (Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek). The 

Bible deals with hundreds of different subjects and has an 

amazing unity in its answers (John 5:39, 46-47; Luke 24:27, 

44). 

 

Note the following subjects: 

 

 God (Isaiah 6:1-3 cf Daniel 4:35; II Corinthians 13:14; 

Hebrews 1:10-12) 

 Man (Romans 3:10-12 cf Jeremiah 17:9; Ephesians 4:18) 

 World (I John 2:15-17 cf Genesis 6:5; James 1:13-15) 

 Sin (Ezekiel 18:4 cf Psalm 62:12; Jeremiah 25:14; Luke 

12:47-48; Romans 2:6; 6:23) 

 Salvation (Romans 3:20, 24 cf Galatians 2:16; Ephesians 2:8-

9; Titus 3:5) 
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The unity of the Bible is unique. Never elsewhere have so 

many different treatises, historical, biographical, ethical, 

prophetical, and poetical, been combined together, making 

one book, as all the hewn stone and timber make one 

building, or better still, as all the bones, muscles and 

ligaments combine in one body. This again, while 

indisputable as a fact, is unparalleled in literature, all the 

ligaments combine in one body. This again, while 

indisputable as a fact, is unparalleled in literature, all the 

conditions being, humanly speaking, not only 

unfavourable, but fatal to such combination.8 

 

In Josh McDowell’s book, Evidence that demands a verdict, he 

relates the following story: 

 

A representative of the Great Books of the Western World 

came to my house recruiting salesmen for their series. He 

spread out the chart of the Great Books of the Western 

World series. He spent five minutes talking to us about 

the Great Books of the Western World series and we spent 

an hour and a half talking to him about the Greatest 

Book. 

 

I challenged him to take just 10 authors, all from one walk 

of life, one generation, one place, one time, one mood, 

one continent, one language and just one controversial 

subject (the Bible speaks on hundreds with harmony and 

agreement). 

                                                 
8 A. T. Pierson, The Scriptures – God’s Living Oracle, pp 16-19 
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Then I asked him: “Would they (the authors) agree?” He 

paused and then replied, “No!” “What would you have?” 

I retorted. Immediately he said, “A conglomeration.” 

 

Two days later, he committed his life to Christ. 

 

2. FULFILLED PROPHECIES – There are two criteria of Biblical 

prophecy: 

 

 100% accuracy (Deuteronomy 18:15-22) 

 Harmonizes with the Word of God (Deuteronomy 13:1-5; 

Isaiah 8:20; Jeremiah 23:10-14; Ezekiel 13:2-3) 

 

“Let them bring them forth, and shew us what shall 

happen: let them shew the former things, what they be, 

that we may consider them, and know the latter end of 

them; or declare us things for to come.  Shew the things 

that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye 

are gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that we may be 

dismayed, and behold it together” (Isaiah 41:22-23). In 

this passage, the prophet challenges “false religions” 

to speak prophetically. The Bible is the only 

religious book in the world that contains fulfilled 

prophecies.  

 

 Consider the following prophecies: 

 

ISRAEL 
 

 Great nation (Genesis 12:1-3) 

 Kings from the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10) 
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 400 years in Egypt (Genesis 15:13) 

 Civil War (I Kings 11:31) 

 70 years in Babylon (Jeremiah 25:11; 29:10) 

 Return to Jerusalem (Daniel 9:1-2) 

 Scattered (Deuteronomy 28:25, 64; Leviticus 26:33) 

 Becomes a “byword” (Deuteronomy 28:37) 

 Loans money (Deuteronomy 28:12) 

 Persecuted (Deuteronomy 28:65-67) – holocaust 

 (6,000,000) 

 Keeps her Identity (Leviticus 26:44; Jeremiah 46:28) (You 

have never heard of a Russian Moabite or a Russian 

Philistine, but we have heard of a Russian Jew…) 

 Remain alone and aloof (Numbers 23:9) 

 Rejects her Messiah (Isaiah 53:3) 

 Enemies would dwell in her land (Leviticus 26:32; 

 Luke21:24) 

 Jerusalem destroyed (Luke 19:41-44; 21:20) 

 Israel continues (Genesis 17:7; Isaiah 66:22;  Jeremiah 

31:35-36; Matthew 24:34) – 14 May 1948  Israel is once 

again declared a nation. 1967 Six-Day  War and 1973 Holy 

Day War. 

 Returns to Palestine before the Second Coming 

 (Deuteronomy 30:3, Ezekiel 36:24; 37:1-14; chapters  38-

39) 

 

OTHER NATIONS 

 

 Edom – Their commerce would cease, their race would be 

destroyed and their land desolate (Jeremiah 49:17-18; 

THERE IS A FAMOUS STORY IN WHICH THE KAISER ASKS BISMARCK, “CAN YOU PROVE 

THE EXISTENCE OF GOD?” BISMARCK REPLIES, “THE JEWS, YOUR MAJESTY. THE JEWS.” 
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Ezekiel 35:3-7; Obadiah; Malachi 1:4). Fulfilled in 636 A.D. 

when Mohammed conquered Petra. 

 Babylon – Its demise was prophesied (Daniel 2:31-43; 7:1-

8; Isaiah 13:17-19; Jeremiah 51:11). Fulfilled on October 13, 

539 B.C. when the Median captured the city by diverting 

the Euphrates River. 

 Media-Persia – Prophesied in Daniel 8:1-7, 20-21.  Fulfilled 

217 years later when Alexander the Great  (he-goat) 

defeated Darius III (ram) in three battles. 

 Greece – The fall of the Greek empire into four  smaller 

powers (Daniel 7:6; 8:20-21). Fulfilled in 301 B.C. after 

Alexander’s death (four generals). 

 Rome – “Strong as iron” yet “shall be divided” (Daniel 2:40-

41) Fulfilled in 364 A.D. 

 Egypt – That Egypt would no longer be a world power 

 (Ezekiel 29:1-2; 15) Fulfilled 

 

Cities 

 

 Tyre – Note the following prophecies and their fulfilment: 

 

1. Nebuchadnezzar to capture the city (verse 8). Fulfilled 

four years later in 586 B.C. 

2. More than one nation involved in its destruction (verse 

3) Fulfilled when the Greeks finished its destruction. 

3. Flat like a rock (verse 4). Fulfilled when Alexander scrape 

the coastline to build a causeway to attack the island 

city. 

4. Spreading of nets (verse 5). Fulfilled 

5. Debris into the sea (verse 12; Zechariah 9:3-4  Fulfilled 

– An American archaeologist, Edward  Robinson found 

over 40 marble columns beneath the water. 
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6. Never to be rebuilt. (verse 14) Fulfilled 

 

 Jericho- Note the prophecy of the rebuilding of Jericho 

(Joshua 6:26) Fulfilled 500 years later in I Kings 16:34. 

 

1. Hiel rebuilt the city. 

2. Oldest son, Abiram, died at the start of construction. 

3. Youngest son, Segub, died at the completion. 

 

 Nineveh – Note Nahum’s four predictions. 

 

1. Drunkenness (1:10). Fulfilled, drunken party to celebrate 

their safety. 

2. Flood (1:8; 2:6, 9). Fulfilled, The Medes and Babylonians 

conquered the city in August 612 B.C., forty years after 

the prophecy was made. 

3. Burned (3:13) Fulfilled 

4. Totally Destroyed (2:13; 3:19). Alexander marched over 

this area without realizing the city ever existed. 

 

 Jerusalem – It’s destruction was foretold in Matthew 24:1-

2; Luke 19:41-44; 21:20-24. Fulfilled 40 years later in 70 A.D., 

when Titus defeated the city, levelled the Temple and 

plowed up the ground. 

 

Individuals 

 

 Josiah – The prophecy was made in I Kings 13:1-2 and 

fulfilled 350 years later in II Kings 23:15-16. 

 

 Cyrus – Isaiah’s prophecy is recorded in Isaiah 44:28 and 

fulfilled 176 years later in Ezra 1:1-2. 
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 Alexander the Great – While not mentioned by name his 

actions are recorded some 220 years later in Daniel 8:3-8. 

 

 Antiochus Epiphanes – Again, while his name is not 

recorded, his ungodly deeds are some 386 years 

beforehand in Daniel 8:9-14. 

 

 John the Baptist – Isaiah describes John’s ministry 700 

years in advance (Isaiah 40:3-5 cf Matthew 3”1-3) 

 

Christ 

 

Event Prophecy Fulfilment 

Seed of Woman Genesis 3:15 Galatians 4:4 

Virgin Isaiah 7:14 Matthew 1:18, 24-

25 

Son of God Psalm 2:7 Matthew 3:17 

Seed of Abraham Genesis 22:18 Matthew 1:1 

Son of Isaac Genesis 21:12 Luke 3:23, 34 

Son of Jacob Numbers 24:17 Luke 3:23-24 

Tribe of Judah Genesis 49:10 Luke 3:23, 33 

Line of Jesse Isaiah 11:1 Luke 3:23, 32 

House of David Jeremiah 23:5 Luke 3:23, 31 

Born at Bethlehem Micah 5:2 Matthew 2:1 

Presented with 

Gifts 

Psalm 110:1 Matthew 2:1, 11 

Herod kills 

children 

Jeremiah 31:15 Matthew 2:16 

His pre-existence Micah 5:2 Colossians 1:17 

Called Lord Psalm 72:10 Luke 2:11; 20:41-

44 



 22 

Called Immanuel Jeremiah 31:15 Matthew 1:23 

Prophet Deuteronomy 

18:18 

Matthew 21:11 

Priest Psalm 110:4 Hebrews 3:1; 5:5-6 

Judge Isaiah 33:22 John 5:30 

King Psalm 2:6 Matthew 27:37 

Holy Spirit Isaiah 11:2 Matthew 3:16-17 

Zeal Psalm 69:9 John 2:15-17 

Forerunner Isaiah 40:3 Matthew 3:1-2 

Galilee Isaiah 9:1 Matthew 4:12-17 

Miracles Isaiah 35:5-6 Matthew 9:35 

Parables Psalm 78:2 Matthew 13:34 

Enters the Temple Malachi 3:1 Matthew 21:12 

Rides a donkey Zechariah 9:9 Luke 19:35-37 

Stone of 

stumbling 

Psalm 118:2 I Peter 2:7 

Light to gentiles Isaiah 60:3 Acts 13:47-48 

Resurrection Psalm 16:10 Acts 2:31 

Ascension Psalm 68:18 Acts 1:9 

Seated at right 

hand 

Psalm 110:1 Hebrews 1:3 

Betrayed by a 

friend 

Psalm 41:9 Matthew 10:4 

30 pieces of silver Zechariah 11:12 Matthew 26:15 

Money thrown Zechariah 11:13 Matthew 27:5 

Potter’s field Zechariah 11:13 Matthew 27:7 

Forsaken Zechariah 13:7 Mark 14:50 

False witnesses Psalm 35:11 Matthew 26:59-61 

Dumb before 

accusers 

Isaiah 53:7 Matthew 27:12-19 

Wounded/bruised Isaiah 53:5 Matthew 27:26 
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Smitten/spit upon Isaiah 50:6 Matthew 26:67 

Mocked Psalm 22:7-8 Matthew 27:31 

Fell under the 

cross 

Psalm 109:24-25 John 19:17 

Hands/feet 

pierced 

Psalm 22:16 Luke 23:33 

Thieves Isaiah 53:12 Matthew 27:38 

Intercession Isaiah 53:12 Luke 23:34 

Rejected by his 

own 

Isaiah 53:3 John 7:5, 48 

Hated without 

cause 

Psalm 69:4 John 15:25 

Friends afar off Psalm 38:11 Luke 23:49 

People shook 

heads 

Psalm 109:22 Matthew 27:39 

Stared upon Psalm 22:17 Luke 23:35 

Garments parted Psalm 22:18 John 19:23-24 

Thirst Psalm 69:21 John 19:28 

Gall and Vinegar Psalm 69:21 Matthew 27:34 

Cry Psalm 22:1 Matthew 27:46 

Committed to God Psalm 31:5 Luke 23:46 

Bones not broken Psalm 34:20 John 19:33 

Heart broken Psalm 22:14 John 19:34 

Side pierced Zechariah 12:10  John 19:34 

Darkness Amos 53:9 Matthew 27:45 

Rich’s man tomb Isaiah 53:9 Matthew 27:57-60 

 

 

 

 

 



 24 

The Law of Compound Probability – Each element which he 

adds decreases his chance of accuracy fifty per cent.  

 

 25 prophecies concerning the betrayal, trial, death, burial 

and resurrection of Christ – one chance in 33,554,438 for 

these prophecies to be fulfilled. 

 There are 109 prophecies that were to be fulfilled in 

Christ’s first coming – One chance in billions for this to 

happen. 

 

“Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is 

none else; I am God, and there is none like me, Declaring the 

end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that 

are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do 

all my pleasure” (Isaiah 46:9-10). 

 

Someone once said, “Has it ever occurred to you, that 

nothing has ever occurred to God.” Another has said, “Does it 

surprise you that nothing surprises God.” He declares “the end 

from the beginning.” 

 

3.  INDESTRUCTIBILITY 

 

While we will be studying this section more thoroughly under 

the Preservation of the Scripture (Isaiah 59:21), here we will note 

that the Bible has withstood both the tests of time and 

persecution. 

 

TIME 

 

A very small percentage of books will survive more than 

twenty years, a smaller percentage lasts a hundred years and only 
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a very few last a thousand years. Although the Bible was first 

recorded on perishable materials, such as papyrus, and it was 

dependent on being copied by hand for three thousand years, it 

has against all odds arrived in the hands of modern man as the 

best attested document of antiquity. 

 

There is more manuscript evidence for the text of the Bible 

than any other work of ancient literature. While there are a few 

copies and manuscripts of Caesar (10), Plato (7), Pliny the 

Younger (7) and Aristotle (5), there are 35,000 ancient 

manuscripts of the Bible. 

 

The book of Job is the oldest book in the Bible (perhaps the 

world) and was written 3500 years ago. Revelation, the last book 

of the Bible to be written about 1900 years ago has been 

preserved by the hand of God. 

 

Thus, we see that Jesus’ words are literally true when He 

states: “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not 

pass away” (Matthew 24:35). While man’s words may look pretty 

and sound nice, “…the word of our God shall stand forever.” (Isaiah 

40:8; I Peter 1:23-25). 

 

John Lea in The Greatest Book in the World  writes: 

 

It seems strange that the text of Shakespeare, which has 

been in existence less than two hundred and eight years, 

should be far more uncertain and corrupt than that of the 

New Testament, now over eighteen centuries old, during 

nearly fifteen of which it existed only in manuscripts.”9 

                                                 
9 Josh McDowell, Evidence that Demands a Verdict, (Campus Crusade for Christ, 

1972) p 22 
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PERSECUTION 

 

No Book has withstood the vicious attacks of its enemies like 

the Bible. It has been banned, burnt, banished and battered by its 

persecutors yet the Bible lives on! 

 

THE ANVIL OF GOD’S WORD 

 

Last eve I paused beside the blacksmith’s door, 

And heard the anvil ring with vesper chime. 

Then, looking in, I saw upon the floor 

Old hammers, worn with the blasting of time. 

 

”How many anvils have you had,” said I, 

“To wear and batter all these hammers so?” 

“Just one,” he said, and then, with a twinkling eye 

“The anvil wears out the hammers, you know!” 

 

And so, thought I, the anvil of God’s Word 

For ages, skeptic blows have beat upon. 

Yet, tho’ the noise of falling blows is heard 

The anvil is unharmed- the hammers gone. 

 

 Emperor Diocletian (303 A.D.) – Tried to destroy every Bible, 

erected a column over the embers of a burned Bible which 

read “Extinct is the Name of Christian.” 

 

 The Greek writer, Porphyry (304 A.D.) wrote fifteen books to 

try to destroy the credibility of the Bible, the Bible stands! 

 

 Lucian, a Greek satirist, wrote two books to ridicule the Bible: 

The Dialogue of the gods and The Dialogue of the Dead. Both 



 27 

of the books are dead, the Bible is still the most popular book 

of all time. 

 

 Dark Ages, known as the “Devil’s Millennium” (500-1500 A.D.), 

the Church of Rome forbade the reading of the Bible. Pope 

Nicholas I (860 A.D.) and Pope Innocent III (1199 A.D.) issued a 

decree that all Bibles should be burned and those caught 

reading the Bible should be put to death. 

 

  Both John Wycliffe (1834) and William Tyndale (1484-1536) 

were martyred because of their work in translating the Bible. 

 

 During the reign of “bloody” Queen Mary (1553-1558), Bibles 

were used as fuel to burn Christians at the stake. 

 

 Voltaire, the French infidel (1728) – Boasted that Christianity 

and the Bible would be obsolete within 100 years of his death. 

Yet, within 50 years, the Geneva Bible Society had purchased 

his property and was printing Bible on his presses. 

 

 Atheist Robert Ingersoll once boasted, “Within 15 years I’ll 

have the Bible lodged in a morgue.” Within 15 years, Robert 

Ingersoll was lodged within a morgue. 

 

 Thomas Paine (1809) said, “In five years from now there will 

not be a Bible in America. I have gone though the Bible with 

an axe, and cut down all its trees.” He died a drunkard, the 

Bible lives on! 

 

 Joseph Stalin (1920) – Banned the Bible from the U.S.S.R. 

Today, more people have the Bible in Russia than ever before. 
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Just as Jehoiakim “cut up” the Word of God and Zedekiah 

“rejected” the Word of God, Jeremiah “cut up” and “rejected” the 

history of these two kings (Jeremiah 8:9; 36:23). Remember, the 

Word of God cannot be “bound” or “broken” (II Timothy 2:9; John 

10:35). God has promised to both preserve and protect His Word 

(Deuteronomy 4:2, 24; Proverbs 30:5-6; Revelation 22:18-19). 

 

Napoleon said: “The Bible is no mere book, but a living 

creature, with a power that conquers all that opposes it!” 

 

4.  SCIENTIFIC ACCURACY 

 

I believe that it was Galileo who said, “The Scriptures were 

given not to tell us how the heavens go, but to tell us how to go 

to Heaven.” While this statement is true, whenever the Bible 

makes a scientific statement it is always accurate. 

 

In the Library of the Louvre in Paris, there are 3.5 miles of 

obsolete science books on the shelves. In 1861, the French 

Academy of Science published a list of 51 “scientific facts” which 

supposedly contradicted the Bible. These were used by the 

atheists of the day to ridicule Christians. Today, all 51 of these 

“facts” have been disproved. The Bible is the only religious book 

in the world that is scientifically accurate. 

 

Notice the following facts from the Bible, long before they 

were recognized as scientific. 

 

 The Earth hangs in space. (Job 26:7) 

 The Earth is spherical. (Isaiah 40:22) 

 Night and day. (Luke 17:31:36) 

 The stars are innumerable. (Genesis 15:5; Jeremiah 33:22) 
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 Pleiades is a bound constellation. (Job 38:31) 

 Orion is an expanding constellation. (Job 38:31)  

 There are mountains and canyons in the sea. (II Samuel 22:16; 

Jonah 2:6) 

 Underwater springs and fountains. (Genesis 7:11; 8:2; Job 

38:16; Proverbs 8:28) 

 Ocean Currents. (Psalms 8:8) 

 Hydrologic cycle. (Job 26:8; 36:27-28; 37:16; 38:25-27; Psalms 

135:7; Ecclesiastes 1:6-7) 

 Reproduction, “after his kind”. (Genesis 1:21; 6:19) 

 Treasures of the snow. (Job 38:22) 

 DNA – from one source. (Genesis 3:20) 

 The life of the flesh is in the blood. (Leviticus 17:11) 

 Diseases caused by pigs. (Leviticus 11:7-8) 

 Quarantine of leprosy. (Leviticus 13:46,57) 

 Sanitation. (Deuteronomy 23:12-13) 

 Hands and clothes washing. 

 The circulation of air. (Job 38:24; Ecclesiastes 1:6) 

 Light can be parted (Job 38:24) 

 Air pressure (Job 28:25) 

 Laws of physics (Job 28:33) 

 The first law of thermodynamics (Genesis 2:2) 

 The second law of Thermodynamics (Hebrews 1:11-12) 

 

When Dr. James Dwight Dana, the most eminent geologist in 

American history, was addressing a graduating class he stated: 

“Young men! As you go out into the world to face scientific 

problems, remember. . . that there is nothing truer in all of the 

universe than the scientific statements contained in the Word of 

God.” 

 



 30 

Dr. George Washington Carver was asked how he knew so 

much about the peanut. He said, “I learned it from an old book, 

the Bible.” “Do you mean to say that the Bible tells about 

peanuts?” he was asked. “No,” he responded, “but it does tell 

about the God who made the peanuts. I asked Him to show me 

the peanut’s secret, and He opened my eyes to see it.” God’s 

revelation of nature enhances the Scriptures, never embarrasses 

it. 

 

5.  HISTORICAL ACCURACY 

 

 Note the following quotes from eminent historians and 

arhaeologists: 

 

 Sir William Ramsey, one of the greatest archaeologist ever 

to have lived, wrote: 

 

“I take the view that Luke’s history is unsurpassed in 

regard to its trustworthiness…you may press the words 

of Luke in a degree beyond any other historian’s and 

they stand the keenest scrutiny and the hardest 

treatment.”  

 

 William F. Albright, oriental scholar, wrote: 

 

“The reader may rest assured: nothing has been found 

to disturb a reasonable faith, and nothing has been 

discovered which can disprove a single theological 

doctrine…We no longer trouble ourselves with attempts 

to ‘harmonize’ religion and science, or to ‘prove’ the 

Bible. The Bible can stand  for itself.” 
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 Robert Dick Wilson, the most qualified Old Testament 

linguist of all time, stated: 

 

“I may add that the result of my forty-five years of 

study of the Bible has led me all the time to a firmer 

faith that in the Old Testament we have a true historical 

account of the history of the Israelite people.” 

 

 Henry M. Morris 

 

“It must be extremely significant that, in view of the 

great mass of corroborative evidence regarding the 

Biblical history of these periods, there exists not one 

unquestionable find of archaeology that proves the 

Bible to be in error at any point.” 

 

 J. O. Kinnaman said: 

 

“Of the hundreds of thousands of artifacts found   by 

the archaeologists, not one has ever been discovered 

that contradicts or denies one word, phrase, clause, or 

sentence of the Bible, but always confirms and verifies 

the facts of the Biblical record.” 

 

 Nelson Glueck, renowned Jewish archaeologist, wrote: 

 

“It may be stated categorically that no archaeological 

discovery has ever controlled a biblical reference.” 

 

 Sidney Collett writes: 
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“Now it is a fact, which the critics cannot deny, that all 

the recent discoveries in Egypt and other Bible lands 

which have any relation to Scripture speak with one 

united voice, testifying to the accuracy of the 

statements of the Bible.” 

 

Archaeology 

 

Halley’s Bible Handbook lists some 112 examples and Unger’s 

Bible Handbook lists some 96 examples. In an article concerning 

the “Witnesses for Inspiration,” the following examples were 

given: 

 

 The treasure city of Pithom built for Raames II by the 

Hebrews (Exodus 1:11) has recently been unearthed near 

Teel-Kebir; and the walls of the houses were found to be 

made of sun-baked bricks, some with straw and some 

without straw (See Exodus 5:7) 

 

 II Kings records that the King of Assyria made Hezekiah, 

King of Judah pay a tribute of “three hundred talents of 

silver and thirty talents of gold.” Yet when Sennacherib’s 

records were discovered, it recorded that the tribute was 

eight hundred talents of silver instead of three hundred 

(the number of talents of gold was the same). There was a 

contradiction between the records, so the Bible must be 

wrong. WRONG!!! While the standard for calculating 

talents of gold was the same in Judea and Assyria, the 

standard for calculating silver was different. It took exactly 

eight hundred Assyrian talents to equal three hundred 

Hebrew talents. 
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 Daniel records Belshazzer as king of the Chaldeans, yet 

there was no record of him even existing until the 1850’s. 

All secular histories pointed to Nabonidus as reigning 

during the time of Daniel. Again, the critics of the Bible 

stated that the Bible was inaccurate. Then in 1854, Sir 

Henry Rawlinson discovered in “Ur of the Chaldees” some 

terr-cotta cylinders containing an inscription by 

Nabonidus, in which he mentions “Belshazzer” his oldest 

son. Then in 1876, Sir Henry Rawlinson discovered over 

2000 cunneiform tablets. One of which was the official 

record of Cyrus, King of Persia, invasion of Babylon, which 

records that Nabonidus first fled and then was taken 

prisoner, he adds that on a certain “night . . . the king 

died.” Now, seeing that Nabonidus, who was taken 

prisoner, lives for a considerable of time after the fall of 

Babylon, this “king” could have been none other then 

Belshazzer (see Daniel 5:30). Today we know that both 

Nabonidus (first) and Belshazzer, the Regent (second) were 

reigning at the same time, making Daniel the third ruler in 

the kingdom (Daniel 5:16).  

 

 The Hittites are mentioned about 50 times in the Bible but 

there was no outside record of them. Thus, the critics of 

the Bible said there were at least 50 errors in the Bible. Yet, 

in the early 1900’s an expedition digging out the remains 

of what eventually proved to be the capital of the Hittites. 

Fragments of over ten thousand clay tablets were found 

not only proving the existence  of this nation but also 

confirming the Biblical record of their culture and religions 

(Deuteronomy 7:1-5). 
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Over 100 years ago, William Ramsey, a young English 

scholar, went to Asia Minor with the expressed purpose of 

proving that the history given by Luke in his gospel and in the 

Acts was inaccurate. His professors had confidently said that 

Luke could not be right. 

 

He began to dig in the ancient ruins of Greece and Asia 

Minor, testing for ancient terms, boundaries, and other items, 

which would be a dead, giveaway of a writer had been 

inventing this history at a later fate as claimed. To his 

amazement, he found that the New Testament Scriptures were 

accurate to the tiniest detail. So convincing was the evidence 

that Ramsay himself became a Christian and a great biblical 

scholar. We still look upon Sir William Ramsay’s books as 

being a classic as far as the history of the New Testament is 

concerned. 

 

6.  UNIVERSAL INFLUENCE 

 

In a sermon, “Ten Reasons Why I Believe the Bible is the 

Word of God,” R.A. Torrey writes the following: 

 

There is more power in that little Book to save men and 

purify, gladden and beautify their lives, than in all other 

literature put together-more power to lift men up to 

God. A stream never rises higher than its source, and a 

book that has a power to lift men up to God that no 

other book has, must have come down from God in a 

way no other book has. 

 

“I will never forget thy precepts: for with them thou hast 

quickened me” (Psalm 119:93). 
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Salvation 

 

“Of his own will begat he us with 

the word of truth, that we should be a 

kind of firstfruits of his creatures” 

(James 1:18) 

“Being born again, not of 

corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which 

liveth and abideth for ever. For  all flesh is as grass, and all the 

glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the 

flower thereof falleth away:  But the word of the Lord endureth for 

ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto 

you” (I Peter 1:23-25). 

Sanctification 

 

“That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of 

water by the word” (Ephesians 5:26) 

“But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of 

the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, 

even as by the Spirit of the Lord” (II Corinthians 3:18). 

“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth” (John 17:17) 

 

Society 

 

 Literature – Ruskin quotes over 5,000 scriptural references in 

his writing. Milton, Shakespeare, Coleridge, Scott, Pope, 

Bryant, Longfellow, Kipling, Carlyle, Macaulay, Hawthorne, 

Irving and Thoreau were all influenced by the Bible. 

 

I know the Bible is 

inspired because it 

inspires me. 

D.L. Moody 
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 Art – Leonardo da Vinci, Rembrandt, Raphael, Michelangelo 

were all influenced by the Scripture with many of their 

greatest works being scenes from the pages of the Bible.  

 

 Music – The Bible and its themes has produced more inspiring 

music than any other book in the world. Johann Sebastian 

Bach, perhaps the greatest musician of all time and a zealous 

Lutheran, devoted most of his genius to church-centered 

music. Mendelssohn wrote “Saint Paul, Elijah” – Brahms -  

“Requiem”, Beethoven – “Mt of Olives; Samson and Delilah,” 

Handel – “Messiah” (quotes from 15 books of the Bible), and 

Handn – “The Creation.” 

 

 Law – English common law, the Bill of Rights, the Magna 

Carta, etc are based on the principles of the Bible. 

 

The positive influence of the Bible is so important that George 

Washington, the first President of the United States said, “It is 

impossible to rightly govern the world without the Bible.” 

 

7.   THE BIBLE CLAIMS TO BE THE WORD OF GOD 

 

Alan Stringfellow notes that the Bible claims to be the Word of 

God no less than 3,808 times in the Old Testament.10  Fifty-two 

times the Bible is referred to as “the Scriptures.” In the New 

Testament, the Bible is called “the word of God” 44 times (Mark 

7:13; Luke 5:1; Acts 4:31; 12:24; Romans 10:17; Ephesians 6:17; 

Colossians 1:25; I Timothy 4:5; Hebrews 4:12; I Peter 1:23; II Peter 

3:5; Revelation 20:4). 

 

                                                 
10 Stringfellow, Alan. Through the Bible in One Year, vol 3. Tulsa, OK. Virgil w. 

Hensleym Inc. 1981. 7 
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There are some who said the Bible is a “good book,” but it is 

not the Word of God.  However, if the Bible is not the Word of 

God it cannot be a good book, because it is filled with lies.  I 

believe the Bible is a good book, the best book, for truly it is the 

Word of God. 

 

Men would not write the Bible if he could and if he could write 

the Bible, he would not.   

 

 Moses (Exodus 4:10-12; 20:1; 24:4; 34:27; Numbers 12:6-8; 

Deuteronomy 4:2; 18:20).  The phrase “the Lord spake” is found 

35 times just in the Book of Leviticus (1:1; 4:1; 5:14; 6:1, 8, 19, 

24; 7:22, 28; 8:1; 10:8; 11:1; 12:1; 13:1; 14:1, 33; 15:1; 16:1; 17:1; 

18:1; 19:1; 20:1; 21:16; 22:1, 17, 26; 23:1, 9, 23, 26, 33; 24:1, 13; 

25:1; 27:1) 

 

 David (II Samuel 23:2 cf Mark 12:36) 

 

 Jeremiah declares itself to be God’s Word nearly 100 times 

(Jeremiah 1:6-9; 30:2) Both Ezra and Daniel recognizes the 

Book of Jeremiah as the Word of God (Ezra 1:1; Daniel 9:2) 

 

 Solomon (I Kings 3:9-10; Ecclesiastes 12:10) 

 

 Isaiah states 20 times that it is God Who is speaking in His 

Word (Isaiah 1:2, 10) 

 

 Ezekiel, uses the phrase “words of God” some 60 times (Ezekiel 

3:10-11) 

 

 Daniel (Daniel 10:9) 
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 Hosea (Hosea 1:1) 

 

 Joel (Joel 1:1) 

 

 Amos (Amos 3:1) 

 

 Obadiah (Obadiah 1:1) 

 

 Jonah (Jonah 1:1) 

 

 Micah (Micah 1:1) 

 Nahum (Nahum 1:12) 

 

 Habakkuk (Habakkuk 2:2) 

 

 Zephaniah (Zephaniah 1:1) 

 

 Haggai (Haggai 1:1) 

 

 Zechariah (Zechariah 1:1) 

 

 24 times in the Book of Malachi you find the words “Thus saith 

the Lord” (Malachi 1:1) 

 

 Matthew (Matthew1:22; 2:15) 

 

 Luke (Luke 1:70; Acts 1:16) 

 

 Jesus Christ began and ended His earthly ministry with the 

words “It is written” (Matthew 4:4 cf Luke 24:46).He quotes 

from the Old Testament (Matthew  5:18; Luke 21:22; 24:25, 44; 

John 10:35; 12:49-50; 17:8) and verifies the stories of creation, 
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the flood, Jonah and Sodom and Gomorrah (Matthew 19:4-6; 

24:37-39; 12:40-41; Luke 17:28-29). 

 

 Paul (I Corinthians 2:13; 14:37;  I Thessalonians 2:13; II Timothy 

3:16) He also accepted the writings of Luke as Scripture (I 

Timothy 5:18b cf Luke 10:7) 

 

 Peter (II Peter 1:21) Peter refers to Paul’s writing as Scripture (II 

Peter 3:15-16). 

 

John Wesley once said, “Sir, if the Bible be not true, I am as 

very a fool and madman as you can conceive; but if it be of 

God I am sober-minded.” 

 

Symbols for the Bible 

 

 Mirror (James 1:23-25) 

 Seed (I Peter 1:23; James 1:18; Matthew 13:18-23) 

 Water (Ephesians 5:25-27 cf Psalms 42:1; 119:9; Proverbs 25:25; 

Isaiah 55:10; Hebrews 10:22; Revelation 22:17) 

 Lamp (Psalms 119:105; Proverbs 6:23; II Peter 1:19) 

 Sword (Hebrews 4:12; Ephesians 6:17) 

 Precious Metals: 

1. Gold (Psalms 19:10: 119:127) 
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2. Silver (Psalms 12:6) 

 Nourishing Food: 

1. Milk (I Peter 2:2) 

2. Bread (Matthew 4:4) 

3. Meat (Hebrews 5:12-14) 

 Honey (Psalms 19:10) 

 Hammer (Jeremiah 23:29 cf Acts 9:4) 

 Fire (Jeremiah 20:9; Luke 24:32) 

 

The Preservation of the Bible 

 

 We briefly mentioned this concept earlier under the heading, 

“The Indestructibility of the Bible.”  We will deal with the subject 

more thoroughly in this closing session concerning the Doctrine 

of the Scripture. 

 

 Before we begin, let me remind us of one of our guiding 

principles for these Doctrinal Studies is to “strive to keep a 

balance between truth and love (page 2 of our notes). 

 

 Note the words of the Psalmist: “I will worship toward thy holy 

temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy 

truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name” (Psalm 

138:2). 
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Perhaps no series of lessons are more important than The 

Preservation of the Word of God.  In times past, a man was as 

good as his word.  If a man did not keep his word, you very 

quickly learn not to trust that man.  Likewise, if we do not have a 

sure word of God, how can we have confidence in His’ name. 

 

As important as these lessons are, they are equally 

controversial.  In this study, we will attempt to emphasize both 

His “lovingkindness” and His “truth.” 

 

The outline for this study in found on the chart below. 

 

The Preservation of the Word of God 

 King James Bible Modern Versions 

THEOLOGY Inspiration 

& 

Preservation 

Inspiration 

Vs 

Preservation 

TEXT – Manuscripts Antioch Line 

Textus Receptus 

(TR) 

Alexandrian Text 

TRANSLATORS – 

Men 

Godly Men Mixed 

TECHNIQUE – 

Methodology 

Verbal 

Equivalence 

Dynamic 

Equivalence 

TRANSLATION KJV – 1611  

 

THEOLOGY – The Issue of Inspiration and Preservation 

 

“As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the Lord; My 

spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy 

mouth shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the 
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mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of the seed’s seed, 

saith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever” (Isaiah 59:21). 

 

This verse teaches both Inspiration (“…my words which I have 

put in thy mouth…”) and Preservation (“…from henceforth and for 

ever.”) 

 

The doctrine of Inspiration is little value without the 

corresponding doctrine of Preservation.  What good does it do us 

today if God gave us a perfect Word of God in the original, but 

He did not have the power or choose to keep His Word?  In the 

same way, the doctrine of Preservation is of no use if God did not 

give it by inspiration in the first place.  

 

John Burgon (1813-1888) wrote:  “There exists no reason for 

supposing that the Divine Agent, who in the first instance thus 

gave to mankind the Scriptures of truth, straightway abdicated 

His office; took no further care of His work; abandoned those 

precious writings to their fate.”11 

 

Deism: - a belief in God based on reason rather than 

revelation, and involving the view that God has set the 

universe in motion but does not interfere with how it runs.12    

Note the following examples which refute this view: 

 

1. Creation – Hebrews 1:3; Colossians 1:16-17 

2. Church – Ephesians 3:21 

3. Conversion – Philippians 1:6 

See Ecclesiastes 3:14 

 

                                                 
11 Fuller, David Otis Counterfeit or Genuine. p. 178 
12 Encarta Dictionary  
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Although we have already dealt with the matter of inspiration 

(pages 7-9) we will now turn our attention to what the Bible 

teaches about preservation. 

 

 Psalm 12:6-7 – Verse six mentions the “words of the LORD”, 

the “them” of verse seven is referring to those “words.” 

 

 Psalm 33:11 

 

 Psalm 78:1-8 

 

 Psalm 105:8 

 

 Psalm 110:5 

 

 Psalm 111:7-8 

 

 Psalm 117:2 

 

 Psalm 119:89, 111, 152, 160 

 

 Psalm 146:6 

 

 Ecclesiastes 3:14 

 

 Isaiah 40:8 

 

 Matthew 5:17-18 –  

 

1. Jot - a very small amount (Psalm 119:73) 
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2. Tittle - printing a small mark used in printing and writing 

such as an accent, punctuation, or diacritical mark (Psalm 

119:9 cf Psalm 119:81; Psalm 119:25 cf Psalm 119:153). 

 

 Matthew 24:35 

 

 Mark 13:31 

 

 Luke 16:17 

 

 Luke 21:33 

 

 John 10:35 

 

 II Timothy 3:16 - While Timothy did not have the originals, he 

still possessed the Scriptures.  The Old Testament was already 

1,500 to 450 years old. 

 

 I Peter 1:23-25 

 

Just as God kept His promise to David concerning the temple (I 

Kings 8:24) and to Abraham concerning a son (Romans 4:20-21), 

so He will keep His promises to us concerning His word (Titus 1:2; 

Hebrews 10:23) 

 

The preservation of the Scriptures is not a recent development, 

but many of the Historic Confessions of Faith confirm it. 

 

The Westminister Confession of Faith was adopted by the 

Presbyterians in 1646. It said: “The Old Testament in Hebrew, and 

the New Testament in Greek, being immediately inspired by God, 

and by His singular care and providence, kept pure in all ages, are 
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therefore authentical, so as, in all controversies of religion, the 

Church is finally to appeal unto them.”13 

 

The Swiss Declaration of 1675 said: “God saw it that His word, 

which is with power unto salvation to everyone who believes, was 

entrusted to writing not only through Moses, the prophets and 

apostles but also He has stood guard and watched over it with 

fatherly concern to the present time that it not be destroyed by 

the cunning of Satan or by any other human deceit.”14 

 

The Second London Confession of Faith was issued by the 

Baptists in 1677 and it said: “The Old Testament in Hebrew and 

the New Testament in Greek…being immediately inspired by God, 

and by His singular care and Providence kept pure in all Ages…”15 

 

TEXT – Manuscript Evidence 

 

Jack Moorman compares the two manuscript lines to a “tale of 

two cities:” Antioch and Alexandria. In this study we will first 

consider the background of these cities and then will look at the 

manuscripts themselves. 

 

Alexandria 

 

 Egypt where Alexandria is located, which is first mentioned in 

the Bible in Genesis 12:10-12, when “…Abram went down into 

Egypt to sojourn there…” This was the beginning of Abram 

trouble and he also expresses fear for his own life (which would 

have destroyed the line of Christ). 

                                                 
13 Fuller, p. 214 
14 Fuller, p. 181 
15 Lumpkim. Baptist Concessions of Faith. 
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Next Joseph is sold into slavery in Genesis 37:36 and by the 

time we get to the book of Exodus the Egyptians are 

persecuting the nation of Israel (Exodus 1:11-16).  Egypt is 

called “the house of bondage” and “the iron furnace.” (Exodus 

20:2; Deuteronomy 4:20). 

 

In Deuteronomy Israel was forbidden to carry on trade with 

Egypt:  “But he shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause 

the people to return to Egypt, to the end that he should multiply 

horses: forasmuch as the LORD hath said unto you, Ye shall 

henceforth return no more that way” (Deuteronomy 17:16, 

Solomon disregarded this warning to his own peril cf I Kings 

10:16-25; 11:1-4).  Later in the book of Jeremiah God 

pronounces judgment not only upon Egypt but upon all those 

that “trust in” Pharaoh (Jeremiah 46:25). In Ezekiel, Israel was to 

not to “defile” themselves with the idols of Egypt (Ezekiel 20:7).  

 

The last reference to Egypt in the Bible is found in 

Revelation 11:8 where Jerusalem is compared to Sodom and 

Egypt “where also our Lord was crucified.” 

 

 The city of Alexandria, the second largest city in the Roman 

Empire founded by Alexander the Great, is first mentioned in 

Acts 6:9 where the “Alexandrians” were involved in the stoning 

of Stephen. 

 

Then in Acts 18, we meet Apollos who was “born at 

Alexandria.” While he was an “eloquent” and “mighty in the 

scriptures,” it was not until Aquila and Priscilla “expounded unto 

him the way of God more perfectly” that he preached “that 

Jesus was Christ (Acts 18:24-28). 
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The last two references in Acts are where two ships from 

Alexandria carry the Apostle Paul to shipwreck and his eventual 

death in Rome (Acts 27:6; 28:11). 

 

  Alexandria was also a centre of education and Greek 

(Platonic) philosophy gnosticism with such leaders as: 

 

1. Philo (20 B.C.-50 A.D.) – He viewed the Scriptures both 

philosophically and allegorically, believing that truth is 

relative and not absolute. 

2. Clement of Alexandria 

3. Basilides (125 A.D.) 

4. Valentinus  (120-160 A.D.) 

5. Adamantius Origenes (185-254 A.D.) known as Origen; he 

followed the philosophy of Plato and did not believe in 

interpreting Scriptures literally. He wrote 6,000 books 

 

Antioch 

 

 Syria, where Antioch is located is first mentioned in the Bible in 

Genesis 25:20, “Laban the Syrian.” In Genesis chapter 12 

Abraham is told to leave his country (Syria) and then in chapter 

24 he is instructed to send his eldest servant back to his own 

“country” to find a bride for his son, Isaac. 

 

  Thus both Egypt and Syria (by inference) are mentioned in 

Genesis chapter 12, one in a negative light and the other in a 

positive light. 

 

 The City of Antioch is first mentioned in Acts 6:5.  Not only 

are both countries; Egypt and Syria, referred to in the same 

book and the same chapter (Genesis 12), both cities; Alexander 
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and Antioch are mentioned in the same book and chapter 

(Acts 6). 

 

Note the following characteristics on Nicolas, one the first 

deacons, who was “a proselyte of Antioch” (Acts 6:3-5) 

 

1. Honest Report 

2. Full of the Holy Ghost 

3. Wisdom 

 

It is mentioned next in Acts chapter 11:19-26, first as a 

preaching point, later as a church.  Also, it was here the 

disciples were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). Later it 

became the sending church of Paul and Barnabas (Acts 13:1-

3).  By the time you get to Acts 15, God had moved blessings 

from the church of Jerusalem to Antioch. 

 

There was also a school of Scriptures at Antioch founded 

by Lucian (240-312 A.D.).  Lucian mistrusted pagan 

philosophies and taught that the Bible was to be taken literally 

and not allegorically. 

Consequently we not only have two manuscript lines but 

we also have two philosophies for interpreting the Bible.  This 

gives us the following four possible scenarios: 

 

1. Right Bible – Right Philosophy 

2. Right Bible – Wrong Philosophy 

3. Wrong Bible – Right Philosophy 

4. Wrong Bible – Wrong Philosophy 
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As we continue our study of the Bible Text or Manuscripts 

it is important that that we define some of the terms we will 

be using:16 

 

Manuscripts 

 

  “Anything that has some portion of Scripture written on it.”  

This would include not only the books of the Bible, but also 

portions of sermons, portions of Scripture from the back of 

hymnals (lectionaries), Bible commentaries and correspondences. 

 

Materials 

 

There are basically two types of material which were used for 

manuscripts: 

 

 Papyrus – These were made from the stalks of reeds, then 

sewn together into a scroll (usually ten inches in height and 

about thirty feet in length – this size would contain the Gospel 

of Luke) or bound like a book (codex). This material was 

inexpensive.   

 

 Parchment – These were made from the skins of sheep, goats, 

calf and antelope.  This material was durable and costly (an 

entire antelope would provide only about two pages).   

 

Copies 

 

Remember, there are no originals in existence today, thus 

much of our manuscript evidence will come from the following 

four sources: 

                                                 
16 Much of the following material is from Gipp’s Understandable History of the Bible. 
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 Minuscules – These are hand printed, written in the lower case 

letters.  A sample of minuscules would look like this 

“forbygraceareyesavedthroughfaithandthatnotofyourselvesitist

hegiftofgdnotofworkslestanymanshouldboast” (Ephesians 2:8-9 

- Remember they did not use capitalization, spaces, little 

punctuation and words referring to “God” were abbreviated). 

Minuscules were usually written on papyrus and these 

manuscripts are identified by a number preceded by the letter 

“p” (p31, p45, p66…) 

 

 Majuscules or Uncials – Majuscules are capital letters and 

tend to be very square in form.  Uncials were similar, but more 

rounded and were used by scholars (usually written in classical 

Greek instead of Koine Greek).  A sample would look like this 

“FORBYGRACEAREYESAVEDTHROUGHFAITHANDTHATNOTOFY

OURSELVESITISTHEGIFTOFGDNOTOFWORKSLESTANYMANSH

OULDBOAST” (Ephesians 2:8-9). Uncials were usually written on 

parchment of vellum and are identified by a number usually 

preceded by a zero (01, 012, 0227). They are sometimes 

identified by a single capital letter. 

 

 Cursives – These were written out in long hand and provide 

the majority of our manuscript evidence.  They are also 

identified by numbers, but without being preceded by a zero 

(283, 350, 427). 

 

 Lectionaries – These are the equivalent to the “responsive 

readings” found in the back of hymnals.  Because of the 

shortage of copies of Scriptures, key passages from the Bible 

were in the lectionaries.  These are identified by the letter “l” 

followed by a number (l 72, l 171, l 738). 
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The Versions 

 

These are early translations in other languages.  Many of these 

translations are older than our other manuscripts with the 

Peshitto (Syrian) being translated in 150 A.D and The Old Latin 

Vulgate (common) being translated in 157 A.D.  Other versions 

would include:  the Gothic, Sahidic, Bohairic, and Coptic.  These 

versions are identified by an abbreviation of the name of the 

language in which they are written. The “old Latin” (known to 

scholars as “Italic”) as “it.’ Jerome’s “Vulgate” as “vg.” 

 

The Church Fathers 

 

This is the writings of early Christians via their sermons, books 

and commentaries.  These are identified by the abbreviation of 

their name.  Chrysostom is “Chr” and Origin would be “Or.” 

 

There are over 5,000 Greek manuscripts of the New 

Testament in existence today, ranging in size from small 

fragments containing two to three verses to nearly entire 

Bibles.  While there are only ten quality manuscripts of Caesar’s 

Gallic War composed between 58-50 BC and only two 

manuscripts of The History of Tacitus from around 100 A.D.   

 

God has supernaturally preserved His Word! 

 

As we have seen from our notes and from the chart on 

manuscript evidence there are basically two lines of Greek 

manuscripts: the Traditional, Majority or Received Text (Antioch) 

and the Minority or Egyptian Text (Alexandria).  While there are 

5210 manuscripts in the Antioch Line, there are 45 in Alexandria 

Line.  These manuscripts agree 95% of the time.  The 5% 
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disagreement is caused mainly just two manuscripts:  the 

Vaticanus and the Siniaticus (These two manuscripts not only 

disagree with the Textus Receptus but also with each other, over 

3,000 times in the four gospels alone). 

 

Thus when you read statements such as:  “some of the oldest 

mss. do not contain vv. 9-20” or “this verse not found in the most 

ancient authorities” they are generally referring to these 

manuscripts. 

 

Sinaiticus 

 

Represented by the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet, Aleph. 

This beaufiful manuscript is in book form (codex) on vellum. It 

contains 147½ leaves. The pages are 15” by 13½” with four 

columns of 48 lines per page.  Dr. Tischendorf found it in a 

rubbish bin in St. Catharine’s Monastery in the Sinai desert in 

February 1859 

 

Contains the “Shepherd of Hermas,” the “Epistle of 

Barnabas” and even the “Didache.”  Dr. Alfred Martin states:  

“Aleph shows the works of ten different correctors down through 

the centuries.”17  As a result of this manuscript Tischendorf altered 

the 7th edition of his Greek New Testament (which he claimed was 

perfect) in over 3,500 places. 

 

Vaticanus 

 

It is often referred to by the letter “B.”  It was found in the 

Vatican library at Rome in 1841.  This manuscript is also in book 

                                                 
17 Fuller, Dave. Which Bible? (Grand Rapids International Publications, 1971, Second 

Edition). P 272 
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form and contains 759 pages each 10” by 10½” with three 

columns of 41 lines per page. While a beautiful book, its 

scholarship is shoddy with much repetition and omissions (330 

omissions in Matthew, 365 from Mark, 439 from Luke, 357 from 

John, 384 from Acts and 681 from the Epistles). 

 

It omits Genesis 1:1-46:28; Psalms 106-138; Matthew 

16:2,3; Romans 16:24; the Pauline Pastoral Epistles; everything 

after Hebrews 9:14 and the book of Revelation.  

 

It is believed that both of these manuscripts are the result 

of Eusebius securing fifty copies for Emperor Constantine.  

 

The Dutch Scholar, Erasmus (1469-1536), who produced 

the first printed Greek New Testament rejected the readings of 

Vaticanus and Siniaticus.  The Vaticanus was also rejected by the 

translators of the King James Bible as unreliable. 

 

We will close this section on manuscript evidence with a 

quote from John Burgon (1813-1888), a brilliant textual editor 

and linguist. He published over 50 works plus numerous articles. 

 

I am utterly unable to believe, in short, that God’s promise 

has so entirely failed, that at the end of 1800 years, much of 

the text of the Gospel had in point of fact to be picked by a 

German critic out of a wastepaper basket in the Convent of 

Saint Catherine, and that the entire text had to be 

remodelled after the pattern set by a couple of copies which 

had remained in neglect during fifteen centuries, and had 

probably owed their survival to that neglect; whilst hundreds 

of others had been thumbed to pieces and had bequeathed 

their witness to copies made from them…Happily, Western 
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Christendom has been content to employ one and the same 

text (the Received Text) for upwards of three hundred 

years.18 

 

TRANSLATORS – Men 

 

John Wycliffe (1324-1384)  

William Tyndale (1494-

1536) 

 

Miles Coverdale (1535)  

John Rogers (1500-1555)  

Lancelot Andrews  

John Overall  

Hadrian Saravia  

John Laifield  

Robert Tighe  

William Bedwell  

Edward Lively  

Lawrence Chaderton  

Francis Dillingham  

Thomas Harrison  

John Harding  

John Reynolds  

Richard Kilby  

Miles Smith  

Henry Saville  

  

 Brooke Westcott ((1825-

1903) 

                                                 
18 Fuller, Dave. Which Bible? (Grand Rapids International Publications, 1971, Second 

Edition). P 92 
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 Fenton Hort (1828-1892) 

  

 Edgar Goodspeed 

 Julius Brewerr 

 Henry Cadbury 

 Walter Bowie 

 Clarence Craig 

 Frederick Grant 

 Willard Sperry 

 William Irwin 

 Fleming James 

 Millar Burrows 

 

TECHNIQUE – The Methodology of the Translators 

 

Thus far in our notes on the preservation of Scripture we have 

consider: 

 

 The Theology of Preservation – what does the Bible teach 

concerning it. 

 The Text or Manuscript evidence for Preservation. 

 The Translators or the Men God used in Preserving the text. 

 

In these notes we will consider the Technique or the 

Methodology of the Translators. 

 

Verbal Equivalence 

 

The King James Translators believed and used Verbal 

Equivalence – or “Word for Word” method of translating. 

Note the following verses that emphasize the importance of  

“words” in God’s revelation: 
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Exodus 19:6 

Exodus 19:7 

Exodus 20:1 

Exodus 24:3 

Exodus 24:4 

Exodus 24:8 

Exodus 34:1 

Exodus 34:27 

Exodus 34:28 

Exodus 35:1 

Numbers 11:24 

Deuteronomy 1:1 

Deuteronomy 4:10 

Deuteronomy 4:12 

Deuteronomy 4:36 

Deuteronomy 5:22 

Deuteronomy 6:6 

Deuteronomy 9:10 

Deuteronomy 10:2 

Deuteronomy 11:18 

Deuteronomy 12:28 

Deuteronomy 17:19 

Deuteronomy 18:18 

Deuteronomy 18:19 

Deuteronomy 27:3 

Deuteronomy 27:8 

Deuteronomy 27:26 

Deuteronomy 28:14 

Deuteronomy 28:58 

Deuteronomy 29:1 

Deuteronomy 29:9 

Deuteronomy 29:29 

Deuteronomy 31:12 

Deuteronomy 31:24 

Deuteronomy 32:46 

Joshua 3:9 

I Samuel 3:19 

I Samuel 15:1 

II Kings 22:13 

II Kings 23:2 

II Kings 23:3 

 

II Chronicles 11:4 

II Chronicles 34:21 

II Chronicles 34:30 

II Chronicles 34:31 

Ezra 7:11 

Ezra 9:4 

Nehemiah 8:9 

Nehemiah 8:13 

Job 6:10 

Job 22:22 

Job 23:12 

Psalm 12:6 

Psalm 107:11 

Psalm 119:57 

Psalm 119:103 

Psalm 119:130 

Psalm 119:139 

Proverbs 30:6 

Isaiah 51:16 

Jeremiah 1:9 

Jeremiah 6:19 

Jeremiah 7:8 

Jeremiah 7:27 

Jeremiah 11;3 

Jeremiah 11;6 

Jeremiah 11;8 

Jeremiah 13:10 

Jeremiah 15:16 

Jeremiah 16:10 

Jeremiah 19:2 

Jeremiah 23:22 

Jeremiah 23:30 

Jeremiah 23:36 

Jeremiah 26:2 

Jeremiah 26:15 

Jeremiah 29:19 

Jeremiah 29:23 

Jeremiah 30:2 

Jeremiah 34:18 

Jeremiah 35:13 

Jeremiah 36:2 

 

Jeremiah 36:4 

Jeremiah 36:6 

Jeremiah 36:8 

Jeremiah 36:11 

Jeremiah 36:18 

Jeremiah 36:27 

Jeremiah 36:28 

Jeremiah 45:1 

Ezekiel 3:4 

Ezekiel 33:32 

Amos 8:11 

Zechariah 7:7 

Zechariah 7:12 

Matthew 24:35 

Mark 8:38 

Mark 13:31 

Luke 9:26 

Luke 21:33 

Luke 24;8 

Luke 24:44 

John 3:34 

John 6:63 

John 6:68 

John 8:47 

John 12:48 

John 14:10 

John 14:23 

John 15:7 

John 17:8 

Acts 15:15 

I Corinthians 2:4 

I Corinthians 2:13 

I Thessalonians 4:18 

I Timothy 4:6 

I Timothy 6:3 

II Timothy 1:13 

II Peter 3:2 

Jude 17 

Revelation 1:3 

Revelation 22:18 

Revelation 22:19 
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Dynamic Equivalence 

 

Eugene Nida developed the Dynamic Equivalence or 

“thoughts for words” method of translating.  Most (all) 

modern translations are based on this method of translation 

with the New Kings James Version adopting Complete 

Equivalence method of translating (see Isaiah 59:8). 

 

Dynamic Equivalence is illustrated in the NavPress Life 

Change series on Job. In discussing the difficulties in 

translating Job the authors notes “That some versions, such 

as the Jerusalem Bible and New English Bible, follow a 

theory that the only way to make sense of Job is to move 

verses around (putting 24:6 before 24:3, for instance).19 

 

They further state: “the KJV, NASB and RSV attempt to be 

literal, so they are often unintelligible when the original is 

obscure. The NIV and TEV try to be intelligible, so they often 

paraphrase or make an educated guess when rendering a 

difficult verse.”20 

 

Danger – Consider these two simple examples: 

 

Save, not kill 

Save not, kill 

 

                                                 
19 LifeChange Series, Job, NavPress, Colorado Springs, CO 80935, 2010 p 10-

11. 
20 LifeChange Series p 11. 
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The moving of just a single dot, completely changes the 

message. 

 

God is now here - God is nowhere 

 

Again, the removal of just a single space completely changes 

the message. 

 

TRANSLATION – A Comparison of the Different Bible 

Versions 

 

On the chart below we have listed a number of texts    

concerning the life and ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Scripture KJV NIV NKJV RSV 

Matthew 1:23     

Luke 2:33     

I Tim 3:16     

Luke 1:26-27     

Matthew 8:2     

Luke 1:27     

Eph 1:7     

Matt 27:54     

John 1616     

Matthew 18:1     

 

John 5:22-23 “…He that hounoureth not the Son 

honoureth not the Father which hath sent him.” 


