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INTRODUCTION 

 

Psalm Seventy-Eight provides a fitting introduction to our study in The 

University of Life, "an application of the Book of Proverbs: 

 

Hear, O my people, to my law: incline your ears to the words 

of my mouth.  I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter 

dark sayings of old:  Which we have heard and known, and 

our fathers have told us.  We will not hide them from their 

children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of the 

LORD, and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath 

done.  For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed 

a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they 

should make them known to their children:  That the 

generation to come might know them, even the children which 

should be born; who should arise and declare them to their 

children:  That they might set their hope in God, and not 

forget the works of God, but keep his commandments (Psalms 

78:1-7 emphasis by author). 

 

Often, when speaking to young people, I remind them that the decisions 

and choices that they make today will not only affect them but will also 

affect their children. In the passage above, the Psalmist reminds us that 

our choices will also affect the third and fourth generation. When we 

have the freedom of choice, we cannot determined the outcome of those 

choices. We make the choice and then the choice makes us. 

 

I am praying that God will bless our time together, as we enroll in and 

study The University of Life. 
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ORIENTATION 
Proverbs 1:1 

 

The Book of Proverbs has been likened to a young 

man enrolling in The University of Life.  There are 

two schools bidding for his application:  the School 

of Wisdom and the School of Folly. 

 

In the School of Wisdom, the student learns from the experiences of 

others.  The Psalmist wrote:  "Concerning the works of men, by the word 

of thy lips I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer" (Psalm 17:4). 

 

In the School of Folly, the student must learn from their own mistakes 

and experiences.  Regan describes these pupils to Gloucester in 

Shakespeare's King Lear:  "O, Sir, to wilful men the injuries that they 

themselves procure must be their schoolmaster." 

 

Just as most colleges and universities begin with a day of orientation, so 

we will begin by becoming oriented or acquainted with the word 

Proverbs. One of the reasons proverbs was so important and popular in 

early history is because of the scarcity of books.  Thus, truth was passed 

down from generation to generation verbally. 

 

As a result, great truths were often expressed in few words, so that they 

could be remembered.  Our English word proverb comes from two Latin 

words:  pro meaning "instead of" and verba meaning "many words."  

Hence the statement:  "a proverb is a short sentence drawn from long 

experience." 

  

The word proverb also means "a comparison or similitude, to set side by 

side."  Paul reminds us in I Corinthians 2:13,  that one of God's primary 

methods of teaching is done by "comparing." 

 

Thus, Solomon takes the Schools of Wisdom and Folly and sets them 

side by side and compares them.  Note:  the words "wise, wisdom, wisely, 
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and wiser" occur 125 times in the Book of Proverbs; while the words 

"fool, fools, foolish, folly and foolishly" occur some 95 times. 

 

However, the Book of Proverbs is more than just a collection of short 

statements and similitude--it is also the story of a young man making 

choices! 
 

In chapters one through nine, the young man must choose which school 

he will attend.  In chapters ten through thirty-one, we see life's 

curriculum, both the required courses and electives he must take. 

 

The last consideration to note concerning our orientation is the fact that 

while the young man has the freedom to choose which school he will 

attend, and how he responds to the subjects he must take; he cannot 

determine the outcome of those choices! 
 

  



The University of Life 

4 

 

FACULTY 
Proverbs 1:1; 10:1; 22:17; 25:1; 30:1; 31:1 

 

 The next item on our agenda is the 

introduction of the faculty members.  

Remember, these men "spake as they were 

moved by the Holy Ghost" (II Peter 1:21) 

 

SOLOMON 
 

Our first lecturer to introduce is King Solomon, his name means 

"peaceable."  A partial list of his credentials is found in I Kings, where 

God gives him "a wise and an understanding heart" (1 Kings 3:12). 

 

Solomon is the author of three books: 

 

 THE SONG OF SOLOMON – A book he wrote while young and in 

love.  It has been called the "Original Cinderella Story." 

 THE BOOK OF PROVERBS – These sayings were written during his 

middle years, at the height of his intellectual powers.   

 THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES – This is the last book that he wrote, 

in it he shares the folly of forgetting God.  It has been called the 

autobiography of Solomon's life apart from God. 

 

THE WISE 
 

The next group of lecturers are classified as "the wise" (Proverbs 22:17).  

In the Old Testament, there were three classes of men who gave 

instruction to the children of Israel from the Word of God: 

 

 THE PRIESTS – Explained and taught the Law to the people. 

 THE PROPHETS – Expounded God's message to the people. 

 THE WISE MEN – Exhorted the people to live God's way. 
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THE MEN OF HEZEKIAH 
 

The third group of men that will be teaching in The University of Life are 

"the men of Hezekiah" (Proverbs 25:1). 

 

Their job was to edit and arrange the writings of Solomon.  Remember, 

he wrote over three thousand proverbs, of which less than nine hundred 

are recorded in the Book of Proverbs (I Kings 4:32). 

 

AGUR 
 

We meet the next lecturer in Proverbs 30:1, his name is Agur, which 

means "pious."  His father’s name is Jakeh, which means “gatherer; when 

combining their names we find "a pious gatherer of truth." 

 

It is interesting to note the names of two young men Agur is teaching, 

Ithiel and Ucal.  Ithiel name means "God is with me," while Ucal’s name 

means "able."  By linking their names we discover that when God is with 

us, we are able to receive and put into practice the great spiritual truths of 

Proverbs. 

 

LEMUEH 
  

Our last lecturer is found in Proverbs 31:1, King Lemuel.  His name 

provides a final fitting dedication to the University, "devoted to God!" 

 

It has been suggested that the proverbs from chapter 30 are from the 

viewpoint of a father, while chapter 31 gives us the viewpoint of a 

mother. 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Proverbs 1:2-3 

 

Proverbs 1:2-3 provides a Biblical basis for the 

purposes and philosophies of The University of Life.  

In these verses Solomon shares four major objectives 

he hopes to accomplish in the lives of his students. 
 

WISDOM 
 

Solomon begins by sharing his desire for us "to know wisdom."  Wisdom 

is the key word in Proverbs, occurring 54 times.  It has the root 

meaning of "skil-fulness" or the ability to use knowledge aright (see 

Exodus 35:10, 25; 36:1-2, 8). 

 

In the upcoming chapters, Solomon will be giving us much information, 

however, without "wisdom" that information will never be used correctly. 
 

INSTRUCTION 
 

The second objective is instruction or "character development."  These 

are the disciplines by which a man is trained. 

 

"Instruction” is found 25 times in the Book of Proverbs, emphasizing the 

practicality of the book.  It has been called both:  the laws of heaven for 

life on earth and counsels from above for conduct here below. 

 

THE WORDS OF UNDERSTANDING 
 

The expression "to perceive the words of understanding" conveys the 

idea of learning through the experiences of others.  Learning to become 

observant to life around us. 

 

Job defines understanding as "departing from evil" (Job 28:28).  It 

appears 64 times in Proverbs. 
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RECEIVE THE INSTRUCTION 
 

The fourth aspiration that Solomon has for his students is that they might 

receive, “grasp or lay hold of” instruction.  The "methods of training" 

are:  wisdom, justice, judgment, and equity. 
 

 WISDOM – To reiterate this once again, "wisdom" refers to more than 

just mental development, it is putting knowledge into practice. David 

illustrates "wisdom" in I Samuel 18, where he "behaved himself 

wisely." 

 JUSTICE – This carries with it the idea of right behavior. The 

Webster's Collegiate Dictionary (1925) gives justice the primary 

meaning of the "quality of being just."  It defines just as "conforming 

to the spiritual law, righteous before God." 

 JUDGMENT – The ability to weigh both sides of a matter and make the 

proper decision. In I Corinthians 2:15, Paul states that the “spiritual 

judgeth all things."  He further defines the development of that 

judgment in Hebrews 5:14:  "But strong meat belongeth to them that 

are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses 

exercised to discern both good and evil." 

 EQUITY – Learning to live by principles.  The chart below is based on 

Psalm 119:105 and Proverbs 6:23; it shows the progression of Biblical 

Convictions. 

 

PRECEPTS PRINCIPLES PREFERENCES 
Commandment 

(single verse) 

Law 

(body of Truth) 

Spirit 

Lamp Light Love 

Feet 

(immediate) 

Path 

(future) 

Heart 

 

As we close this section of study, I want to remind you of the words of 

Jesus in John 13:17:  "If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do 

them."  Remember, happiness in not based on knowledge, but on 

obedience, and obedience is based on knowledge! 
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STUDENT BODY 
Proverbs 1:4-6 

 

After describing what he hopes to accomplish in the lives of his students, 

Solomon characterizes the four class levels he will be teaching in The 

University of Life (These are the American designations for class level). 

 

FRESHMEN 
  

This incoming class of freshmen are known as the 

"simple."  As a class they are open-hearted and 

inexperienced, susceptible to external impulses and 

impressions. One author referred to them as naïve. The 

word “simple” occurs 14 times in the Book of Proverbs. 
 

This group of students is in the process of making life-changing 

decisions, yet they are often led astray by the "wiles of the devil" 

(Ephesians 6:11). 
 

As a result, it is Solomon's desire to instill into them "subtilty!"  The 

word subtilty comes from the root word meaning “smoothness.” It was 

used to described Satan in Genesis 3:1, where we find that "the serpent 

was more subtil than any beast of the field."  In other words, he was a 

"smooth operator" or a good "con-man." 
 

In instructing the "simple," Solomon hopes to forewarn them so that they 

will not fall into the snares of Satan. 
 

SOPHOMORES 
 

 The word sophomore literally means "an educated 

moron."  Adam Clarke, in his commentary on Proverbs, 

describes this young man as "giddy and inexperienced." 

This sophomore class of young men and women are often 

impulsive, they have a tendency to act without thinking. 
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 Note the two objectives for this group: 

 

 KNOWLEDGE – This involves the gathering of information and facts 

upon which to base decisions. 

 DISCRETION – This is the meditation of those facts, the ability to 

think through and make plans concerning life. 

 

In writing to a friend concerning the education of his daughter, Jerome 

(347-420) wrote:  “Let her have first of all the Book of Psalms for 

holiness of heart, and be instructed in the Proverbs of Solomon for her 

godly life.1 

 

JUNIORS 
 

 The junior class is known as "a wise man."  He 

is not only assimilating the principles of 

leadership, but he is also assuming the 

responsibilities of leadership. 

 

 Notice these three basic traits:  

 

 LISTENS – The first characteristic is that he "will hear."  Therefore, 

those who would instruct others must be first "swift to hear" (James 

1:19). 

 LEARNS – “Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser: 

teach a just man, and he will increase in learning" (Proverbs 9:9). 

 LECTURES – Not only does he "increase in learning," but he "will 

increase learning." 

 

                                                           
1 Bridges, Charles, Exposition of Proverbs, Loc 32 
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SENIORS 
 

The senior class compared to "the man of 

understanding." 

 

There are two major marks concerning this class: 

 

 HELMSMANSHIP – The first thing we notice concerning "the man of 

understanding" is that he "shall attain unto wise counsels."  This is a 

nautical expression meaning helmsmanship, "being able to steer your 

life and the lives of others." 

 

 Bill Borden, missionary to China, used to ask:  "Are you steering or 

drifting?"  Then he would ask:  "Where are you headed and who's on 

board?" 

 

 CHARTING THE COURSE – The second 

mark is that he is able "to understand a 

proverb, and the interpretation; the 

words of the wise, and their dark 

sayings."  The words dark sayings come 

from the root word "knots."  Thus, "the 

man of understanding" is able to 

untangle the "knotty problems" of life! 

 

 "The man of understanding" not only has the ability to steer life's 

vessel, but he also has the skill to navigate it in the storms of life. 

 

Matthew Henry, in preaching the funeral of his mother, Katherine, 

describes her as one that was “very well versed in Solomon’s 

Proverbs, and the rules of wisdom, which may be fetched from thence 

for the conduct of human life, and knew how to apply them, and to use 

knowledge aright.”2  

 

                                                           
2 Bridges, loc 32 
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SAT ASSESSMENT 
Proverbs 1:7 

 

The SAT Assessment of The University of life  

is found in Proverbs 1:7, "The fear of the LORD is the 

beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom 

and instruction."  

 

Just as your scores in the Scholastic Achievement 

Testing Program will help determine what school you 

will attend, so the Spiritual Attitude Testing Program 

will determine whether you will attend the School of 

Wisdom or the School of Folly. 

 

Remember, all those who would attend the School of Wisdom must 

enroll here! 

 

On the next page you will find a short assessment to help identify which 

school you are currently attending. The questions are based on a 

comparison between the "wise" and the "fool" and found in the Book of 

Proverbs. 

 

Please answer the following questions honestly.  You may also grade 

yourself by looking up the Scripture references found at the end of each 

question. 

 

Note the difference between 

Proverbs 1:7 and 9:10. In chapter 

one the emphasis is on “knowledge” 

or the accumulation of facts; in 

chapter nine the emphasis is on 

“wisdom” or acting on those facts. 

 

  

The phrase “the fear of the 

Lord” is found 30 times in 

the Bible (the expression is 

found 14 times in the Book of 

Proverbs). 
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 T    F           SAT Assessment 

  You listen to instruction (Proverbs 1:7). 

  You enjoy learning (Proverbs 1:22). 

  You appreciate the person who corrects you 

(Proverbs 9:8) 

  You obey rules (Proverbs 10:8, 23) 

  You get along with others (Proverbs 11:12). 

  You love instruction (Proverbs 12:1). 

  You readily accept advice (Proverbs 12:15). 

  You do not "back talk" your parents (Proverbs 13:1). 

  You do not joke about sin (Proverbs 14:9). 

  You heed the warnings of others (Proverbs 14:16). 

  You obey your parents (Proverbs 15:5) 

  You have good friends (Proverbs 15:12) 

  You do not spend a lot of time watching television 

(Proverbs 15:14). 

  You listen in church (Proverbs 15:31). 

  You have a sensitive spirit concerning correction 

(Proverbs 17:10). 

  You do not provoke arguments (Proverbs 18:6). 

  You seek preaching and teaching (Proverbs 18:15) 

  You do not "twist" things (Proverbs 19:3). 

  You do not make fun of others (Proverbs 23:9). 

  You do not speak before you think (Proverbs 29:11). 
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HOMEROOM 
Proverbs 1:8-9 

  

The High-School Edition of the American 

Heritage Dictionary of the English 

Language defines homeroom as "A school 

classroom to which a group of pupils of the 

same grade are required to report before 

morning and afternoon classes." 
 

Likewise, "homeroom" is a required class in The University of Life, both 

in the "morning" as our first instructors and in the "afternoon" during the 

closing sessions of life.  In John Wesley's sermon, On Obedience to 

Parents, he writes:  "When I had lived upwards of thirty years, I looked 

upon myself to stand just in the same relation to my father as I did when I 

was ten years old" (see I Timothy 5:4 cf 9).  

 

Charles Bridges (1850), in his Exposition of Proverbs, writes:  “The 

disciple of the Bible will own himself to be a child in relative obligations, 

long after he has ceased to be a child in years” (Jeremiah 35: 8-10, 18). 

He goes on to write: “Neither age nor rank gives any claim for 

exemption" (Genesis 46:29; 48:12; I Kings 2:19}.3  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The purpose of this lesson is to help us realize the importance of the 

home and to see some of the valuable lessons God wants to teach us in 

Homeroom! 
 

                                                           
3 Charles Bridges, Exposition of Proverbs, loc 310 (Charles Spurgeon called Bridges’ 

book, “The best work on the Proverbs” and recommended it to his students). 

THE PHRASE “MY SON” OCCURS 23 TIMES IN THE BOOK 

OF PROVERBS AND USED TO GAIN ATTENTION AND TO 

REMIND THE READER OF THEIR RELATIONSHIP. 
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Pattern 
 

The home is the first divine institution founded by God. It is 

here that He sets the proper pattern for authority.  Matthew 

Henry has stated:  "To make young people as they should 

be, let them have regard to God as their supreme (Proverbs 

1:7); and let them have regard to their parents as their 

superiors (Proverbs 1:8-9)." 

 

It was Benjamin Franklin who said, “Let thy child’s first 

lesson be obedience, and the second will be what thou wilt.” 

 

So much of today's philosophies on authority are based on a horizontal 

line, while the Biblical idea of authority is always vertical (Isaiah 14:12-

14; I Corinthians 11:3; Ephesians 5-6).  

 

It is important to remember that our obedience is not based on our 

parents’ spirituality, but on our relationship with the Lord (Ephesians 5-

6).  

 

Before leaving this section, allow me to make two additional comments: 

 

 There is a point where the chain of command becomes a chain of 

council. 

 If our parent’s instruction contradicts the Bible, we must “obey God 

rather than man” (Acts 5:29 also see Daniel 1) 

 

PUNISHMENT 
  

Concerning the correction of children 

Solomon speaks of both the "instruction of thy 

father" and "the law of thy mother" (Proverbs 

1:8).  As parents we must strive to keep the 

balance between: lessons and laws, reasons 

and rules, why's and what's. 
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Much of the previous generation's instruction emphasized rules without 

reasons.  As a result, that generation rebelled.  Today, there is an equally 

dangerous trend of emphasizing reasons without rules, which results in 

rationalization. 
 

We need to emphasize both the reasons and the rules, so that our 

children might develop into responsible adults. 
 

The two-fold purpose for discipline: 
 

 TO DRUM IN 
 

1. Wisdom (Proverbs 29:15) 

2. Maturity (Proverbs 22:6) 
 

 TO DRIVE OUT 
 

1. Evil (Proverbs 20:30) 

2. Foolishness (Proverbs 22:15) 

3. Hell (Proverbs 23:13-14) 

 

POLISHING 
 

In the Book of Malachi, God calls His people "jewels" 

(Malachi 3:17).  However, the problem is that most of 

us are pretty much "diamonds in the rough." 
 

Thus, God must chip away the "rough edges" of our 

lives so that we might be polished "to the image of his 

son'” (Romans 8:28-29). 
 

Two tools that God often uses in this process is our parents (Proverbs 

6:20-22).  When we fail to respond to these "tools" of love, God has a 

"tool-box" full of other hammers and chisels (Proverbs 17:11; Joel 2:25; 

Psalm 17:13-14). 
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Remember, these "tools" are the instruments of God (Romans 13), and 

He has the power to use them “whithersoever he will" (Proverbs 21:1).  

Also note that if we continue to resist His will, we will lessen the 

potential value of our lives (Proverbs 29:1).  
 

Do you exhibit a submissive neck or a stiff neck? Are you responding or 

reacting (see I Peter 2-3) 
 

PROTECTION 
 

The reason witchcraft is such a devastating 

sin is because it removes us from the 

protection of God and places us under the 

power of Satan.  
 

In I Samuel 15:23, Samuel states:  "For 

rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft."  In other 

words, rebellion, just like witchcraft, places 

us under the realm and power of Satan! 
 

The Apostle Paul deals with this in I Corinthians, where a man rebels 

against God's standards of purity.  As a result, Paul "judged" that man by 

delivering "such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that 

the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus" (I Corinthians 5:5). 
 

This Umbrella of Protection is illustrated positively in the life of Job, 

before Satan was allowed to test Job he had to get God's permission. 
 

PLEASING 
 

“For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about 

thy neck” (Proverbs 1:9). In William Arnot’s book, Laws from Heaven 

for Life on Earth (1858), he writes that an ornament of grace “will do 

more to make your persons attractive than all the diamonds that ever 

decked a queen.”4 

                                                           
4 Arnot, Williams, Laws from Heaven for Life on Earth. Loc 369 
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 As we read the Books of Ephesians and Colossians, we notice that when 

we obey and honour our parents, it is not only "well pleasing unto the 

Lord," but it is also "well" with us (Colossians 3:20; Ephesians 6:1-3; 

also see Proverbs 30:17). 
 

Jesus provides an illustration of this blessing when he leaves the place of 

learning (the temple) and places himself under the authority of His 

parents.  It is after He subjected Himself "unto them" that we read:  "And 

Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man" 

(Luke 2:41-52). 
 

J. Hudson Taylor once made the statement, "I never knew of anyone 

blessed of God, who was not right with their parents."  Having the proper 

relationship with our parents keeps the windows of heaven open! 
 

POLARIS 
 

Just as the early travelers would look to the Polaris or North Star for 

direction, so we should look to our parents for godly advice.  No one has 

a greater interest and concern for our futures than them (Proverbs 6:20-

23). 
 

The Psalmist wrote:  "Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence 

is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore" 

(Psalms 16:11). 
 

PREPARATION 
 

Just as Christ learned obedience "by the things which he suffered" 

(Hebrews 5:8), so must we learn by things we suffer (I Peter 2-3). 
 

The primary lessons we must learn is 

that of submission and obedience.   
  

These are so important, that all other 

relationships are depended upon them 

(James 4:7; Ephesians 5:22). 
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CUTTING CLASS 
Proverbs 1:10-19 

 

It is right after the young man leaves his first 

class, homeroom, that he is enticed by sinners to 

skip school. Likewise, many a young person will 

face temptation when he leaves home for the first 

time. Thus, Solomon begins to offer the first of 

his many warnings against the ways of folly. 

 

Solomon begins by using a term of endearment, "my son," to awaken the 

young man’s conscience and to gain his attention.  Next, he warns him 

about the dangers of wrong companions and of covetousness.  We will 

consider Solomon’s admonition under seven points. 

 

THE INVITATION OF SINNERS 
 

In verse eleven, Solomon tells us of the enticement 

of sinners.  This is one of Satan most effective tools 

in leading young people to the School of Folly. 

 

The Apostle Paul wrote:  "Be not deceived:  evil 

communications corrupt good manners.” (I Corinthians 15:33).  Solomon 

wrote in Proverbs 13:20, "He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: 

but a companion of fools shall be destroyed.” 

 

 An important principle concerning friendship is found in Haggai 

2:12-13,  

 

If one bear holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, and with his skirt 

do touch bread, or pottage, or wine, or oil, or any meat, shall it be 

holy? And the priests answered and said, No.  Then said Haggai, If 

one that is unclean by a dead body touch any of these, shall it be 

unclean? And the priests answered and said, It shall be unclean.  
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Note that while the clean does not make the unclean clean, the 

unclean does make the clean unclean. 

 

While the invitation of the sinner is very persuasive, we have the 

responsibility to "consent thou not."  In other words, just say no! William 

Arnot writes:  “The importance of the ancient rule, Obsta principiis 

(resist the beginnings), can never be over-rated.”5 

 

Never try to reason with the devil, resist him (James 4:7; I Peter 5:8). 

 

We must be accountable for our actions, we cannot blame our friends, 

parents, society in general, God or even the Devil, for God with every 

temptation makes a way of escape (I Corinthians 10:13). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE INVOLVEMENT OF THE SIMPLE 
 

 In verse twelve, the sinners are seeking the involvement of 

the simple.  Remember, the definition for the simple is 

someone who is naive, open-hearted and inexperienced, 

susceptible to external impulses and impressions. 

 

                                                           
5 William Arnot, loc 454 

 

If sinners entice thee consent thou not 

Say no, no, no. 

If sinners entice thee consent thou not 

Say no, no, no. 

Say no to your friends if they want you to sin, 

Say no to the devil who wants to win. 

If sinners entice thee consent thou not 

Say no, no, no. 

Say no, no, no. 
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The sinners begin by applying 

peer pressure, "come with 

us" be a part of the gang. The 

pronouns “us, we and our” is 

used nine times in verses 11-

14 and reminds us of when 

Nimrod used the same 

technique to encourage the 

people to build the tower of 

Babel (Genesis 11:3-4). Moses warns Israel:  “Thou shalt not follow a 

multitude to do evil…” (Exodus 23:2). 

 

In writing to the Ephesians, Paul states, "Let no man deceive you with 

vain words...Be not ye therefore partakers with them" (Ephesians 5:6-7). 

 

In Genesis 49, we find Jacob’s final words as he reviews, reminds and 

reveals the future to his sons. In verses 5-7, he warns of the “cruelty” of 

Simeon and Levi.  

 

 ACQUAINTED – “come not thou into their secret.”  

 ASSEMBLY – “come not thou …unto their assembly.” 

 AMALGAMATED – “be not thou united.” 

 

Solomon makes the same suggestions in Proverbs 22:  “Make no 

friendship with an angry man; (acquainted) and with a furious man thou 

shalt not go: (assembly) Lest thou learn his ways, and get a snare to thy 

soul (amalgamated)” (Proverbs 22:24-25 – author’s explanation). 

 

THE INNOCENT ARE SLAIN 
 

Webster defines innocent as "free from guilt; blameless; harmless; 

sinless; simple."  Not only are the innocence slain "without cause," 

but the simple lose their innocent because of their involvement with 

sinners. Both the villain and the victim are destroyed. 

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://sendcereblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Peer-Pressure-EDITED-9451a5d5fc272af67b69a69e7fb8d7d8_XL.jpg&imgrefurl=http://funny-pictures.picphotos.net/positive-peer-pressure/&h=430&w=800&tbnid=j66uabJm7Qp_qM:&zoom=1&docid=CQgQqGQOPvVCWM&hl=en&ei=dBIiVMHhDYPo8AW_0oHQBA&tbm=isch&ved=0CHsQMyhUMFQ&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1409&page=4&start=71&ndsp=24
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In verses twelve and thirteen we observe both the cruelty and the 

covetousness of the sinner.  They have the attitude that they will never 

get caught, yet the Bible declares “be sure your sin will find you out" 

(Numbers 32:23).  Just as the blood of Abel crieth unto God from the 

ground for vengeance, so doth the blood of the innocent!  

 

THE INCENTIVE IS SILVER 
 

In verse thirteen, the sinners offer the simple the incentives of "all 

precious substance" and of "spoil." The motive for murder is money! 

 

In verse thirty-two we find the hope of "prosperity" is the reason so many 

of the simple "turn away" to be slain and destroyed.  Too often the simple 

focus on the pleasures of sin, when it thrills and fascinates in its 

beginning; instead of recognizing the penalty of sin, when it kills and 

assassinates, for it’s "end is bitter as wormwood" (Proverbs 5:4 also see 

Psalm 73). 

 

Listen to Paul’s conclusion regarding this point:  “For the love of money 

is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred 

from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows” (I 

Timothy 6:10). 

 

THE INVESTMENT OF SELF 
 

In verse fourteen, we observe the 

investment that the simple must pay in 

order to be a part of this gang. "Cast in thy 

lot among us; let us all have one purse." 

While the philosophy behind communism may be “To each according to 

his need; from each according to his ability.” The sad reality is that in 

practice it turns into “What’s yours is mine, and what’s mine is mine.” 

There is a vast difference between communism and common-ism (Acts 

2:44-45) 

 

BEWARE OF THE DANGER 

OF A COMMON PURSE. 
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Just like Jonah, when the simple turn from God, they "paid the fare 

thereof" (Jonah 1:3).  Sin always has a pay day and this is just the first 

installment. 

 

THE INTENSIFICATION OF SIN 
 

In verse fifteen and sixteen, Solomon warns "My son, 

walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot 

from their path:  For their feet run to evil, and make 

haste to shed blood" (Also see Psalm 4:14; 119:101). 

 

Note the regression: Standing, Walking, Running.  

 

The Psalmist conveys the same thought in Psalm One:  “Blessed is the 

man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the 

way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful” (Psalm 1:1). 

 

 WALKETH – Listen 

 STANDETH – Linger 

 SITTETH – Learn 

 

 

 

 

 

THE IMPRISONMENT IS SURE 
 

Notice the boomerang effect of sin by comparing verses eleven and 

eighteen.  While laying await for the "blood" of others, they shed their 

"own blood."  While lurking privily for the lives of others, they lose 

"their own lives."   

 

This law of "sowing and reaping" is vividly illustrated in the life of 

Haman; “So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for 

Mordecai. Then was the king's wrath pacified” (Esther 7:10).  
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Notice how the Psalmist expresses it:  

 

 “He made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen into the ditch which he 

made.  His mischief shall return upon his own head, and his violent 

dealing shall come down upon his own pate" (Psalms 7:15-16  

 “The heathen are sunk down in the pit that they made: in the net 

which they hid is their own foot taken.  The LORD is known by the 

judgment which he executeth: the wicked is snared in the work of his 

own hands. Higgaion. Selah" (Psalms 9:15-16)  

 

The word Selah carries with it the idea of "meditation" or to "think on 

that."  Young people, think on these things, for "Surely in vain the net is 

spread in the sight of any bird" (Proverbs 1:17). 
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THE TRUANT OFFICER 
Proverbs 1:20-33 

 

The High-School Edition of the American 

Heritage Dictionary of the English Language 

defines a truant officer as "an official who 

investigates unauthorized absences from school."  

As we continue our study we will note that both 

schools have an official representative who acts 

as their school's recruiter.   
 

The recruiter for the School of Wisdom is "wisdom," a personification of 

Christ (I Corinthians 1:30).  While we have already met some of the 

students from the School of Folly, we will soon have the opportunity of 

being introduced to the recruiter of Folly University. She is known as 

"the strange woman, the harlot, and the foolish woman."   
 

In this section of study "wisdom" is acting as a truant officer, 

investigating and admonishing the simple because of their truancy. 
 

We will notice six things concerning Wisdom's warning. 
 

WISDOM SEEKING 
 

 THE PASSION OF WISDOM'S APPEAL (Proverbs 1:20) 
 

 Solomon notes that Wisdom both "crieth without; she uttereth her 

voice in the streets."  The message she is sharing is believed with a 

passion! 
 

 THE PLACE OF WISDOM'S APPEAL (Proverbs 1:21) 
 

 She desires to reach everyone with her message, from the country 

folks from "without" to the city leaders "in the opening of the gates" 

(Business was conducted at “the gates” – see Ruth 4:1). 
 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.1stnevadalicense.com/images/reading/ch1_officer.png&imgrefurl=http://www.1stnevadalicense.com/course_sample.html?p%3D1&h=230&w=250&tbnid=iTN29cI8a39XhM:&zoom=1&docid=zz4Y1p92-wmylM&ei=wwQpVMv8A8Tv8gX0gYHQBg&tbm=isch&ved=0CEMQMyg7MDs4yAE&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=256&page=11&start=244&ndsp=24


The University of Life 

25 

 

Wisdom is not found in a secret society, lodge or mystery religion or 

cult for a select few, but is open to all. 
  

 WISDOM SPEAKING 
 

In verses twenty-two and twenty-three, wisdom warns three groups of the 

dangers of procrastination. 
 

 WEAK - Here she addresses the simple, that open-hearted individual 

who is often led astray. In John and Jan Walsh’s book, Successful 

Living – Volume 2, they note that the word simple literally means 

“unpleated.” This is descriptive of a new piece of cloth. It is smooth, 

unwrinkled, uncomplicated and full of potential. The opposite is true 

of a garment that has had permanent pleats ironed or sewn into it. 

Once pleats are put in, it is very difficult to restore that garment back 

to it’s original simple condition.  

 WAYWARD - Here she addresses the scorners, that person who 

delights in scorning or deriding the truth. The words scorner and 

scorners occurs 13 times in the Book of Proverbs and comes from the 

root word meaning “to make a mouth at.” Thus, a scorner openly and 

often loudly declares his hatred of God. 

 WITLESS - Here she addresses the fool, that person 

who hates knowledge. Remember, the word “fool” 

and its synonyms occur 95 times in Proverbs. The 

divine commentary concerning a fool is found in 

Psalm 14:1, “The fool hath said in his heart, There 

is no God. They are corrupt, they have done 

abominable works, there is none that doeth good.” 
 

Please note, that the next time wisdom addresses this group she does not 

refer to the “scorner” (Proverbs 8:5); and in her third speech, she does 

not refer to the “scorner” or the “fool” (Proverbs 9:4).   
 

Someone once said that “today is the language of heaven and tomorrow 

is the language of hell.” Seven times in the Book of Hebrews we are 

reminded to heed God’s voice “to day.” The Apostle Paul wrote:  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=XwswNINBcwuedM&tbnid=lBZbkZcIXxEGnM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.123rf.com/clipart-vector/gang_violence.html&ei=Q7QqVPa8Fc388AWK-4KoCA&bvm=bv.76247554,bs.1,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNFyeYXGbsRPWBKabRR7qRhG1TQuyQ&ust=1412171086328102
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“…behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation” 

(II Corinthians 6:2). 
 

Remember that God’s "spirit shall not always strive with man" (Genesis 

6:3). If God is speaking to you today, do not harden your heart!  

 

“Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not what a day may 

bring forth” (Proverbs 27:1). 

 

WISDOM SNUBBED 
 
Beginning in verse 24, Solomon lists a series of 

downward steps that leads to death. 

 

 DISREGARDED – “Because I have called, and ye 

refused; I have stretched out my hand, and no man 

regarded” (Proverbs 1:24). Two of the greatest insults in our society 

is ignore someone when they call your name and the refusal to shake 

their hand. Yet, this is exactly what is happening in this verse. 

 DESPISED – “But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would 

none of my reproof" (Proverbs 1:25). The words set at nought means 

“to regard as unworthy of one's notice or consideration.”  

 

WISDOM SCORNING 
 

As we read the next verses (Proverbs 1:26-

28), we see an important principle 

illustrated by the Book of I Samuel:  

“…for them that honour me I will honour, 

and they that despise me shall be lightly 

esteemed” (I Samuel 2:30). When we 

“honour” God, He will “honour” us; 

however, when we “despise” God, He will 

“lightly esteem” us as demonstrated in the subsequent downward 

steps. 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=8b6qpFehcl5_5M&tbnid=EU8jEalrMcar8M:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://alsanda.wordpress.com/2013/11/03/falls-down/&ei=XxMrVKu9GtW58gWpsYKYCg&bvm=bv.76247554,bs.1,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNGxCI-EcJNSjyiq2stRav6GtvY3Pw&ust=1412195380873649
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-3RMekt3pwQo/UmmtEuAyqfI/AAAAAAAAKdg/Ur9_8ZzvmRw/s1600/whirlwind.jpg&imgrefurl=http://joyful-expressions.blogspot.com/2013/10/tearslaughter-faint-hearthappy-heart.html&h=1600&w=1449&tbnid=y1xdBS6qHRqk6M:&zoom=1&docid=svO_PBSbrjW2YM&hl=en&ei=qGAsVIzXNNbsoATGxYGQCg&tbm=isch&ved=0CGQQMyhcMFw4yAE&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1197&page=10&start=268&ndsp=30
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 DERISION – “I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when 

your fear cometh” (Proverbs1:26). There are only four times in the 

Bible that records God laughing, all four times it is in the context of 

judgment (Proverbs 1:26; (Psalm 2:4; 37:13; 59:8). 

 DESOLATION – “When your fear cometh as desolation…” (Proverbs 

1:27). The word desolation has been defined as “extreme sadness 

caused by loss or loneliness.” When your fear cometh” you are left all 

alone! 

 DESTRUCTION – “…and your destruction cometh as a 

whirlwind…” (Proverbs 1:27). This speaks about when life begins 

to fall apart and everything is out of control. 

 DISTRESS – “…when distress and anguish cometh upon you” 

(Proverbs 1:27). Paul wrote:  “Tribulation and anguish, upon every 

soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile” 

(Romans 2:9). 

 DESPERATION – “Then shall they call upon me, 

but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but 

they shall not find me” (Proverbs 1:28 also see Job 

27:9; Isaiah 1:16; Jeremiah 14:12; Ezekiel 8:18).). 

Light rejected becomes lightening!  

 

WISDOM SENTENCE 
 

Perhaps you are thinking right now, “How can this be, I thought that God 

was a God of love.” He is, but He is also a God of holiness “It is a fearful 

thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:31). 

 

 

It was this passage of Scripture that brought H.A. Ironside to Christ, 

he was afraid that his friends would laugh at him if he trusted in 

Christ.  It was then that his mother told him, "Harry, while your 

friends may laugh you into hell, they will never laugh you out!"  

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www1.free-clipart.net/gallery2/clipart/Seasons_And_Weather/Lightning_1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www1.free-clipart.net/cgi-bin/clipart/directory.cgi?direct%3Dclipart/Seasons_And_Weather%26img%3D18&h=213&w=225&tbnid=8kMObgp4-cwOmM:&zoom=1&docid=Hn1H3kz5iyifcM&ei=vRcrVI6pD8Xg8AXHroKYDg&tbm=isch&ved=0CE0QMyhFMEU4ZA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1271&page=7&start=162&ndsp=30
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The following conjunctions:  “because; then; for and 

therefore” in verses 24-32, each of these words 

speaks of the consequences of personal choice. 

Remember, we make the choice and then the choice 

makes us, we will reap what we sow (Galatians 6:7-

8).  

 

“For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the 

LORD: They would none of my counsel: they despised all my 

reproof. Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and 

be filled with their own devices. For the turning away of the simple 

shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them” 

(Proverbs 1:29-32) 

 
Again, while we have the opportunity to "choose," we cannot 

determine the outcome of those choices!  
 

WISDOM SAFETY 
 

There is a fourfold promise to those that hearken unto Wisdom. 

 

 SPIRIT –“I will pour out my spirit unto you…” (Proverbs 1:23). In 

the New Testament, the Bible records that after we trust in Christ for 

salvation we are sealed with the Holy Spirit. “In whom ye also 
trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with 
that holy Spirit of promise” (Ephesians 1:13 also see II Corinthians 
1:22). 

 SCRIPTURE – “…I will make known my words unto you" (Proverbs 

1:23). It is impossible to the “natural man” to understand the Word of 

God (I Corinthians 2:14). The Apostle Paul records that there is a 

“vail” on the heart of those who read the Bible 

until they turn to the Lord (II Corinthians 

3:15-16 also see I John 2:27).   

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://us.cdn4.123rf.com/168nwm/bluezace/bluezace1212/bluezace121200068/16899894-hand-knocking-gavel.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.123rf.com/clipart-vector/courtroom_judge.html&h=127&w=168&tbnid=AvCxlqQwAQMXVM:&zoom=1&docid=MPbs9DcPXsa0yM&ei=n74qVI2XJc_Y8gWGuoLQAw&tbm=isch&ved=0CHUQMyhRMFE&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=979&page=4&start=70&ndsp=27
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.halosites.com/clipart/bible.gif&imgrefurl=http://cyclocrossmagazine.com/photoloum/king-james-bible-clipart&h=588&w=912&tbnid=sCWSDmWWgf7HQM:&zoom=1&docid=0wOxWk3rPKMSEM&hl=en&ei=NXYsVOmvJYnKoATZkICwBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CIEBEDMoXTBd&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1950&page=4&start=76&ndsp=28
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 SAFETY – “Shall dwell safely…” (Proverbs 1:33). Note the contrast: 

calamity…fear…desolation…destruction…distress…anguish” or 

“safely.” In the words of hymn writer, Fanny Crosby, we are Safe in 

the Arms of Jesus. “He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall 

gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and 

shall gently lead those that are with young” (Isaiah 40:11). 

 SECURITY – “…and shall be quiet from fear of evil" (Proverbs 1:33). 

D.L. Moody’s favorite verse in the Bible was Isaiah 12:2, “Behold, 

God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD 

JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become my 

salvation.” He used to say, “You can travel to Heaven first-class or 

second-class. First-class is, “I will trust and not be afraid” Second-

class is, “when I am afraid, I will trust in thee.’” 

 
We will close today’s message by singing John Peterson’s hymn: 

 

GOD’S FINAL CALL 
 

Someday you’ll hear God’s Final Call to you 

To take his offer of salvation true- 

This could be it my friend if you but knew- 

God’s Final Call, God’s Final Call 

 

How can you live another day in sin, 

Thinking some day with Christ you will begin? 

O will you hear above the world’s loud din- 

God’s Final Call, God’s Final Call 

 

If you reject God’s Final Call of grace, 

You’ll have no chance your footsteps to retrace 

All hope will then be gone and doom you’ll face. 

O hear his call! God’s Final Call 

 

. 
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STUDY HALL 
Proverbs 2:1-4 

 

reatness is not found in the 

examination room, but greatness is 

found in the study hall!  It is not 

found in the performance, but in the 

practice. Remember that practice by itself does 

not make perfect, it makes permanence. Only 

perfect practice makes perfect. It is with this 

thought in mind that we will consider the first 

four verses of Proverbs chapter two. 

 

The word “if” is used as the sign of condition or to introduce a 

conditional sentence. Thus, the promises of the remainder of chapter two 

are conditional to our compliance in study hall. 

 

The conditions are set forth in a quartet of parallel clauses repeating and 

developing one another. The Book of Proverbs is part of the Poetical 

Books of the Bible. In Western society, poetry is based on the recurrence 

of sound; in Hebrew society, poetry is based on the recurrence of 

thought, an idea is stated one way and then repeated in another. This is 

usually done in one of three ways: 

 

 COMPLETIVE - The second member of the parallel concurs with the 

first and develops it further.  These are also known as Synonymous 

Parallelism (Psalms 2:4; 140:1). 

 CONTRASTIVE - The thought is stated in the first parallel and is then 

contrasted in the second.  These are also known as Antithetic 

Parallelism (Psalm 34:10; Proverbs 12:10). 

 CONSTRUCTIVE - Successive parallels are built up together into one 

complete idea.  This is also known as Synthetic Parallelism (Psalm 

1:3; Proverbs 9:1-2). 

 

 

G 
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Note that these eight expressions form four couplets: 

 

 RECEIVE/HIDE – It is not enough merely to “receive” his words, but 

we must also “hide” them in our heart if they are to bear fruit. 

 INCLINE/APPLY – We must not only “incline” our ears unto wisdom, 

but we must also be willing to “apply” our hearts to understanding. 

 CRIEST/LIFTEST UP THY VOICE – It is good to “cry” after 

knowledge, but we must go beyond that and lift “up thy voice” for 

understanding. 

 SEEKEST/SEARCHEST – It is one thing to “seek,” but quite another to 

really “search” for hid treasure. 

 

It is from these four couplets I have developed the following three 

thoughts: 

 

SUBMISSION 
 

Notice the following imperatives in 

verses 1 and 2:  “receive, hide, incline 

and apply.” The first step in 

developing a Biblical conviction is to 

be willing to do whatever God asks. 

 

Jesus said: “If any man will do his will, he shall know…” (John 7:17).  

Notice the order, before you can know God’s will, you must first be 

willing to do it. 

 

Jesus also said: 

 

And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what 

measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that 

hear shall more be given. For he that hath, to him shall be given: 

and he that hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he 

hath (Mark 4:24-25). 

 

“Obedience is the organ 

of spiritual knowledge.” 

F.W. Robertson 
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SUPPLICATION 
 

The second step in finding “the knowledge of 

God” is to cry after it.  It is interesting that in 

chapter one, wisdom is crying after the young man 

(Proverbs 1:22); and now, in chapter two, the 

young man is crying after wisdom (Proverbs 2:3). 

 

The Psalmist prayed, “Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 

things out of thy law” (Psalm 119:18). Martin Luther stated:  “to pray 

well is to study well.” 

 

When the Lord began to speak to Samuel concerning His will for his life, 

Samuel answered, “Speak; for thy servant heareth…” (I Samuel 3:10). 

 

James said: “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 

to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him” 

(James 1:5). 

 

STUDYING 
 

The third step is to seek and search for “wisdom” as for 

hid treasure. 

 

If we were convinced that in a certain section of bushland 

there was a buried treasure, we would quickly scan that 

area to see if we could locate it. Next, we would begin to look more 

closely, under rocks, behind bushes, etc… to see if we could find it.  

Then we would even break out a pick and shovel  and begin to dig for it. 

 

This same truth applies spiritually, if we are going to develop Biblical 

convictions, we must dig into the Word of God to find out what it 

teaches!  

 

William Arnot, writing in the mid 1800’s wrote that multitudes were 

leaving Europe for America and Australia in search of gold. He also 

http://www.watton.org/clipart/prayer/pray105.gif
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refers to the deprivation they were willing to suffer in order to obtain it. 

Can we do any less in our search for God. Adam Clarke wrote that we 

should be ashamed if we are less “earnest after the true riches than he is 

after perishing wealth.” 

 

While Solomon observes that “much study is a weariness of the flesh” 

(Ecclesiastes 12:12), Paul admonishes us to “Study to shew thyself 

approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth” (II Timothy 2:15). 

 

Thus, we must “search the scriptures” as the basis for all matters of 

faith and practice (John 5:39).  

 

 

The Conviction Tree 
Based on II Timothy chapter three 

 

 

 

CROWN – Rules 
Correction & Instruction 

 

 

 

 

TRUNK – Reproof 
(Convictions) 

 

SOIL – All Scripture 

 

 

ROOTS – Reasons 
Doctrine 
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HONOUR ROLL 
Proverbs 2:5-22 

 

Making the Honour Roll is the result of spending time in 

Study Hall. There are three major blessings of wisdom and 

eleven subpoints. 

 

WISDOM – THE UNDERSTANDING OF GOOD PRINCIPLES 
 

“Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the 

knowledge of God. For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth 

cometh knowledge and understanding. He layeth up sound wisdom 

for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. He 

keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints” 

(Proverbs 2:5-8) 
 

 PRIVILEGE – First of all, we have the happy privilege of hearing from 

God (Proverbs 2:5-6).  Webster defines privileges as “a special right 

or advantage.” It surely is to “understand the fear of the Lord, and 

find the knowledge of God” 

 PROVISION – The second blessing on making the Honour Roll is that 

of the promise of his provision. Note in verse seven, “He layeth up 

sound wisdom for the righteous.” In other words, He sets it aside, so 

that when we need it, it is there. 

 PROTECTOR – He is our protector “buckler” (Proverbs 2:7). The word 

buckler means “a shield which was used to push back the enemy.” 

Thus, He protects all who walk uprightly from the fiery darts of the 

Devil. 

 PRESCRIBES – Not only are “the steps of a good man ordered by the 

Lord” so are the stops (Proverbs 2:8-9 cf  Psalm 37:23).  

 PRESERVETH – This fifth characteristic is indicated by the “eth” 

endings of “keepeth and preserveth” (Proverbs 2:8). This suffix 

shows continual action. In other words:  God keepeth and keepeth 

and keepeth…He preserveth and preserveth and preserveth… 

http://vector-magz.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/honor-roll-clip-art1.gif
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Wisdom – The Understanding of Good Paths 
 

Proverbs 2:9 also opens with the word “Then…” Here we find four 

additional truths concerning the value of wisdom. 

 

 PERSPECTIVE – The words “path” and “paths” 

occur 18 times in the first nine chapters of Proverbs 

and indicates a lifestyle. The Principle of the Path 

reminds us that our direction (not necessarily our 

desires) determines our destination. This sixth 

blessing is that of having a proper perspective of 

life, the ability to understand “every good path” 

(Proverbs 2:9). 

 PLEASANT – According to verse ten, Biblical convictions are 

“pleasant to the soul.” The Psalmist said: “Thou wilt shew me the 

path of life:  in thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there 

are pleasures for evermore” (Psalm 16:11 also see Psalm 37:4). 

 PROTECTION – This eighth thought of protection carries with it two 

ideas: 

1. That of keeping you from danger. 

2. That of keeping danger from you. 

For example, at the zoo they have a fence around the lions to keep 

you away from the lions and to keep the lions away from you. 

 PREVENT – In verses 12-19, we are delivered from both the evil man 

and the strange woman. Note that both of these people once lived in 

the land of uprightness, but they both now live in the land of darkness 

(see I John 2:19). Notice the following characteristics of the “evil 

man” and the “strange woman.” 
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1. Evil Man (Proverbs 11-15) 

 Way (Proverbs 2:12a) 

 Words – the word “froward” occurs 21 times in the Bible and 

means the opposite of that which is good. It is come derived 

from the Old English word frāward, meaning to “leading 

away from” God (Proverbs 2:12b) 

 Walk (Proverbs 2:13) Always in a crowd “they” 

 Wickedness (Proverbs 2:14) 
 

2. STRANGE WOMAN (Proverbs 2:16-22) 

 Flattery – Insincere praise with an ulterior motive to 

manipulation 

 Forsaketh – the guide of her youth 

 Forgetteth – “the covenant of her God.” Either the 

Abrahamic or perhaps the marriage covenant. 

 Fatal – It is a place of death and doom. 
 

I believe the reason for this is in the fact that neither of them spent 

enough time in Study Hall (see II Chronicles 24). 
 

WISDOM – THE UNDERSTANDING OF GOOD PEOPLE 
 

 PARTNERS – Verse twenty is in direct contrast to the people in 

verses 12-19, this tenth characteristic helps us in choosing right 

friends.These “good men” and the “righteous” could be labeled as 

the National Honour Society of the University of Life. 

Remember, “He that walketh with wise shall be wise, but a 

companion of fools shall be destroyed” (Proverbs 13:20). 

 PLANTED – The last aspect of the Honour Roll uses 

agricultural terminology to describe the upright: “For 

the upright shall dwell in the land, and the perfect shall 

remain in it. But the wicked shall be cut off from the 

earth, and the transgressors shall be rooted out of it” 

(Proverbs 2:21-22). 
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LIFE’S TEXTBOOK 
Proverbs 3:1-10 

 
Remember “wisdom” is the key word in the Book of Proverbs and 

occurs 125 times in its various forms. Thus far we have seen: 

 

 CHAPTER ONE – Wisdom’s Plea 

 CHAPTER TWO – Wisdom’s Protection 

 CHAPTER THREE – Wisdom’ Path 

 

This chapter consists of three discourses, 

with each section beginning with the 

words: “my son” (Proverbs 3:1-10; 11-

20; 21-35). This lesson will deal with 

Life’s Textbook or developing a Biblical 

worldview. Our worldview is how we 

view life’s big picture.  

 

Researcher, George Barna writes that a world view is “A mental and 

spiritual lens through which you view reality.” He goes on to states that 

“Among Christians age 18-23, only 0.5% have a Biblical worldview.” 

 

In the first ten verses of this chapter we will address five “lenses” that 

will influence our view of the world. Each lense is covered by two 

verses with the first verse giving a principle and the second verse a 

promise. 

 

Remember, these are not specific promises but general principles. Arnot 

(1850) speaks of the insurance companies of his day applying general 

principles concerning life insurance (The mortality rate among drinkers, 

ages 21-30, was “five times greater than that of the general 

community.”6 

 

                                                           
6 Loc 1567 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://chooseyourlens.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/biblical-lens1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://chooseyourlens.wordpress.com/category/worldview/&h=296&w=388&tbnid=J68joWqj4lKN_M:&zoom=1&docid=lmfrtefXHwOEBM&hl=en&ei=FTVCVKaTGcHRmwXfpYKQAg&tbm=isch&ved=0CFQQMygtMC0&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=405&page=5&start=44&ndsp=12
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OBEY GOD 
 

“Forget not my law” – In this first principle it is extremely important 

that we do not “forget” those things that we learned in Study Hall 

(Proverbs 3:1). 

 

The Jews took verse three literally by wearing 

phylacteries, small cases of parchment or black 

seal skin containing portions of Scripture. They 

would tie these small boxes on their heads and 

hands (Exodus 13:1-10; 13:11-16; Deuteronomy 

6:4-9; 11:13-21). By the time you get to the New 

Testament the Pharisees had made this command 

a mere outward ritual instead of an inward reality 

of the “heart.” They wore them for show and 

not sincerely (Matthew 23:5). 

 

It is not only important that we will get a hold of the truth but allow the 

truth to get a hold on us. 

 

The noted and respected Thomas Campbell believed that Proverbs 

contained so much material that would help a person through life that 

he had his children memorize the entire book. 

 

The promise is “length of days,” “long life” and “peace.” The promise 

of long life would not be a blessing without the corresponding promise 

of peace. 

 

LOVE GOD 
 

The principle is laid down in verse three “Let not mercy 

and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write 

them upon the table of thine heart” (Proverbs 3:3 also see 

Ephesians 4:15) 

 

John Phillips writes that there are three motivations to serve God 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://www.lds.org/manual/new-testament-student-study-guide/the-gospel-according-to-saint-matthew/matthew-23-jesus-condemns-hypocrites?lang%3Deng&ei=YDxCVMBd5vCYBbOYgtAO&bvm=bv.77648437,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNHLq3DkVEs5jGMNcoegJ1_s5zrfSg&ust=1413713101139013
http://www.clker.com/cliparts/e/8/5/8/1207433053572965284rygle_God_Heart_2.svg.med.png
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 MIND – My mind tells me that I ought to. 

 WILL – My will tells me that I have to. 

 HEART – My heart tells me that I want to. 

 

The Bible records four men who found “favour and good understanding 

in the sight of God and man” (Proverbs 3:4). 

 

 JESUS (Luke 5:52) 

 ABRAHAM (Genesis 23:6) 

 JACOB (Genesis 32:28) 

 DANIEL (Daniel 6:3) 

 

TRUST GOD 
 

 OUR PRIORITY IS DICTATED – “Trust in the 

Lord…” (Proverbs 3:5a). The word trust means 

“to lie helpless, facedown” a posture that conveys 

complete dependence and submission. However, 

the object of our trust is more important than the 

amount of our trust. 

 OUR PERCEPTION IS DISPUTED – “…lean not 

unto thine own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5b). 

This does not take away our responsibility of due 

diligence, but we are not to “lean” or depend upon our own 

understanding. Just because an argument is logical, does not 

mean that it is theological. Beware of the danger of doing “that 

which is right in your own eyes (Judges 21:25 also see Proverbs 

11:28; 14:12; 28:26). 

 OUR PRACTICE IS DEFINED – “In all thy ways acknowledge 

him…” (Proverbs 3:6a). The word acknowledge basically means to 

“recognize the presence.” The opposite of “acknowledge” would be 

“to ignore.” 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://walltalk.co.za/images/trust in the lord with all your heart.jpg&imgrefurl=http://walltalk.co.za/christian_quotes_.html&h=4009&w=2598&tbnid=PU09oE8QR7sJRM:&zoom=1&docid=7iq1Kfv-F6e2WM&hl=en&ei=TUdCVNOCIeLTmAWriYKICg&tbm=isch&ved=0CGYQMyheMF44yAE&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=3380&page=24&start=290&ndsp=14


The University of Life 

40 

 

 Our path is directed – “…and he shall direct thy paths” (Proverbs 

3:6b). Our responsibility is to “acknowledge him,” it is God’s 

responsibility to “direct” our paths.” 

 

FEAR GOD 
 

Notice the three principles 

 

 FAITHFUL – “Be not wise in thine own eyes…” 

(Proverbs 3:7a). Someone once said, “If you think 

you are wise, you’re not.” The Bible says that 

“Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone 

while he talked with him” (Exodus 34:29 also see 

Proverbs 12:15). 

 FEAR – “…fear the LORD…” (Proverbs 3:7b). 

Woodrow Kroll said “Fear God and you’ll have nothing else to 

fear.” 

 FLEE – “…depart from evil” (Proverbs 3:7c). This is the result of 

realizing that life is not about us, but about God. 
 

Once again, the principle is followed by the promise. “It shall be health 

to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones” (Proverbs 3:8). 

 

HONOUR GOD 
 

The “firstfruits” were the acknowledgement of redemption 

from Egypt (Exodus 13:12-13; Deuteronomy 26:1-10).  

 

Once again, the principle is followed by the promise:  “So 

shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall 

burst out with new wine” (Proverbs 3:10).  

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://biblestudyoutlines.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/proud-clipart.jpg&imgrefurl=http://biblestudyoutlines.org/bible-study-outlines/bible-study-outline-on-pride/&h=414&w=341&tbnid=gbHJY6N9uElS5M:&zoom=1&docid=yaMbS9EzPPI-KM&hl=en&ei=kXtCVJrRGcHGmwW1loGQAg&tbm=isch&ved=0CEAQMygcMBw&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=498&page=3&start=24&ndsp=16
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The Principals Office 
Proverbs 3:11-20 

 

Solomon is quoting Job 5:17 (believed to be 

the oldest Book in the world); “Behold, 

happy is the man whom God correcteth: 

therefore despise not thou the chastening of 

the Almighty.” Later, the Apostle Paul, will 

take the words of Solomon and expand them 

even further (Hebrews 12:5-15). 

 

When called to the principal’s office or experiencing chastening, we 

must beware of the danger of reacting to chastisement instead of 

responding to it.   

 

For example, when our bodies react to a doctor’s prescription it is a 

cause of great concern, however when our bodies respond to the 

prescription we are well on the road to recovery. Likewise, we must 

beware of the danger of reacting to God’s chastisement. 

 

REACTING 
 

“My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of 

his correction” (Proverbs 3:11). 

 

William Arnot wrote: “There are two opposite extremes or errors in this 

thing, as in most others, these two commands are set like hedges, one 

on the right hand, and another on the left, to keep the traveller from 

wandering out of the way.” 

 

 DESPISE – means to place little value on God’s chastening. A.W. 

Pink wrote:  “For a Christian to defy adversities is to "despise" 

chastisement. Instead of hardening himself to endure stoically, there 

should be a melting of the heart.” 
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 DESPAIR – The words weary or faint means “being overwhelmed or 

becoming so discouraged that we give up.” 

 

RESPONDING 
 

While we may not enjoy chastening, we must patiently “endure” it 

(Hebrews 12:7; James 1:12).  

 

 CONFESSION – “lift up the hands which hang 

down” (Hebrews 12:12). Release the clenched fists 

of rebellion in confession to the Father (I John 1:9) 

 CONFIDENT – “feeble knees” (Hebrews 12:12). 

Making our way back to the Father, being assured 

of His love. 

 CONDUCT – “make straight paths for your feet” (Hebrews 12:13). 

Having a change in our conduct. 

 COMPATIBILITY – “peace” (Hebrews 12:14).  

 CONSISTENCY – “holiness” (Hebrews 12:14). 

 CONCENTRATION – “looking diligently” (Hebrews 12:15). 

 

Note that when we “fail of the grace of God,” when we fail to respond 

properly to chastisement; “a root of bitterness” will “trouble you and 

thereby many be defiled’ (Hebrews 12:15). God wants to use our 

chastening to make us better, not bitter. 

 

RESULTS 
 

The difference between pruning a dead tree and live tree is instructive 

concerning God’s correction of his children. While the same tools and 

the same process may take place with both trees, the live tree will 

benefit from the pruning and bear more fruit; the dead tree simply stays 

dead (see Jeremiah 2:20). Remember, the purpose of chastisement is for 

our profit, that it might afterward bear these blessed results: 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-10455.html&ei=3s5JVODgJOLfmgWY5ICoBA&bvm=bv.77880786,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNFD5PsIEUbRljRXaJ2wiYwsGqqBaA&ust=1414209550714502
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 LOVE CONFIRMED – “For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; 

even as a father the son in whom he delighteth” (Proverbs 3:12). 

Notice that God’s motive for correction is love, “in whom he 

delighteth.” God deals with us as children, not criminals 

(Hebrews 12:5 He “speaketh unto you as unto children”). 

 LEGITIMACY CORROBORATED – “For whom the Lord loveth he 

chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye 

endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son 

is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without 

chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and 

not sons” (Hebrews 12:6-8). 
 

  THE THREEFOLD JUDGMENT OF THE BELIEVER 
Past Present Future 

“hath he appeared” 

Hebrews 9:26 

“now to appear” 

Hebrews 9:24 

“shall he appear” 

Hebrews 9:28 

Sinners Sons Saints 

Sin Sins Service 

Penalty Power Presence 

Calvary Chastisement Crowns 

(Judgment Seat) 

Justification Sanctification Glorification 
 

 LIFE CORRECTED – to keep us from getting hurt, “that we might be 

partakers of his holiness” (Hebrews 12:10). Author, John Phillips 

uses the following illustration to illustrate the words knowledge, 

understanding and wisdom. 
 

A little girl watches her mother doing the ironing. The 

child is intrigued by the process as the iron eats up the 

wrinkles and creases in each garment. The phone rings. 

As the mother goes to answer it, she says to her little 

girl, “Don’t touch that iron; it’s hot.” The child now has 

knowledge—the iron is hot. As soon as her mother disappears, 

the little girl decides to try her own hand at ironing. 

Unfortunately she touches the iron in the wrong place and is 

burned. She now has understanding—the iron is hot. The next 

http://www.freepik.com/index.php?goto=27&opciondownload=4&id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5lYXN5dmVjdG9ycy5jb20vYnJvd3NlL290aGVyL2I0YTM3YzJmOGEyNDUzNzM1OGY1MTdlYWE1MDNlYTA3LWlyb24tY2xpcC1hcnQ=&fileid=381948
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day the mother continues with the ironing and again she is 

summoned by the phone. Again she issues a warning; “Don’t 

touch the iron; it’s hot” Again the temptation to do some ironing 

comes over the little girl. She puts out her hand to grab the iron. 

Then she remembers her burned finger and leaves the iron alone. 

She now has wisdom—the iron is hot.7 
 

 LAUGHTER CHOSEN – “Happy is the man that 

findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth 

understanding” (Proverbs 3:13). Charles Bridges 

wrote: “The happy man has found treasure, where 

possibly he least expected it, under the chastening 

of the Lord.” 

 LASTING CHOICES – “wisdom and understanding.” Some people 

know the price of everything, but the value of nothing. 
 

1. Desire (Proverbs 3:14-15) – Silver will help you make a 

living; wisdom will help you make a life. Many have a lot to 

live on, but nothing to live for! 

2. Duration – (Proverbs 3:16a) – The Jews divided old age into 

three groups: 
 

o From 60-70 – “The commencement of old age.” 

o From 70-80 – “Hoary-headed age.” 

o Over 80 – “Well-stricken in years.” 
 

3. Donation (Proverbs 3:16b) – Sense of worth or significance. 

What are you giving your life for? 

4. Delightful (Proverbs 3:17a) – This is not only a prosperous life, 

but also a pleasant life. 

5. Desirable (Proverbs 3:17b) – “…and all her paths are peace.” 

6. Deliverance (Proverbs 3:18) – The words “tree of life” occur 10 

times in the Bible. I would rather have access to the “tree of 

life” than the fountain of youth. The one is spiritual, the other 

physical. 

                                                           
7 Phillips, John, Exploring Proverbs, Volume One, Kregel Publications, Grand Rapid, 

MI 1995; p94 
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7. Discovery (Proverbs 3:19-20) – Science is 

exciting for the Christian because it reveals the 

greatest of God. George Washington Carver 

said:   “When I was young, I said to God, 

"God, tell me the mystery of the universe." But 

God answered, "That knowledge is reserved 

for me alone." So I said, "God, tell me the mystery of the 

peanut." Then God said, "Well George, that's more nearly your 

size." And he told me.” Sir Isaac Newton wrote:  “I have a 

fundamental belief in the Bible as the Word of God, written by 

men who were inspired. I study the Bible daily.... All my 

discoveries have been made in an answer to prayer.” 
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STUDENT HANDBOOK 

Proverbs 3:21-35 
 

Our last two studies have dealt with our 

relationship with God, this section, the Student 

Handbook will deal with our relationship with 

man. 

 

THE BASIS OF RELATIONSHIPS 
 

In his book, An Exposition of the Book of Proverbs, author Barry 

Bowen notes that 11% of Western Society have mental health issues 

related to fearing others. 

 

 SPIRITUALITY – “My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep 

sound wisdom and discretion: So shall they be life unto thy soul, 

and grace to thy neck” Proverbs 3:21-22). In the Bible, the “neck” is 

used to indicate how we are responding (Psalm 75:5; Deuteronomy 

31:27). 

 STABILITY – “Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot 

shall not stumble.” (Proverbs 3:23). “For God hath not given us the 

spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind” (II 

Timothy 1:7).  

 SAFETY – “When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea, 

thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.” (Proverbs 3:24).   

 SECURITY – “Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation 

of the wicked, when it cometh. For the LORD shall be thy 

confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being taken” (Proverbs 

3:25-26). The phrase, “when it cometh” reminds us that these fears 

are yet future (see Matthew 6:34). 

 

Each of these points speak of our confidence in 

the Lord, which will be reflexed in our relations 

with others. 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clipartheaven.com/clipart/education_%26_schools/classroom_%26_activities/student_%26_teacher_2.gif&imgrefurl=http://assessmentandinstructionhandbook-bestpractices.wikispaces.com/&h=384&w=490&tbnid=3ToMIRgQ6-4j5M:&zoom=1&docid=lZ68wWYX3E2SBM&hl=en&ei=ZntQVIKvEoqS8QWP_4GIAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CEMQMygcMBw&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=692&page=3&start=22&ndsp=14
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-i8WiT7Fn-_w/UefWCxxMaKI/AAAAAAAACTA/4Jtmxf6fg6U/s1600/confidence-words.jpg&imgrefurl=http://galleryhip.com/self-confidence-clipart.html&h=1290&w=1600&tbnid=poOEVjKW9VPkEM:&zoom=1&docid=utVCq4WOUocudM&hl=en&ei=3bl5VMvNCsvj8AWLnYHQDg&tbm=isch&ved=0CBAQMygIMAg4ZA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=2673&page=8&start=106&ndsp=15
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THE BEHAVIOUR OF RELATIONSHIPS 
 

 DON’T DELAY – “Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, 

when it is in the power of thine hand to do it. Say not unto thy 

neighbour, Go, and come again, and tomorrow I will give; when 

thou hast it by thee.” (Proverbs 3:27-28), The Moabites and 

Ammonites were cursed because when they had the opportunity to 

do good to Israel, they tried to curse them (Deuteronomy 23:3-7 

also see Galatians 6:10; Exodus 23:5). Even if we do not have a 

material debt to others, we do have a moral of spiritual debt to 

everyone (Romans 13:8).  

 DON’T DEVISE – “Devise not evil against thy neighbour, seeing he 

dwelleth securely by thee” (Proverbs 3:29). The word devise means 

“to contrive, plan, or elaborate; invent from existing principles or 

ideas.” This is what David did after his sin with Bathsheba (II 

Samuel 12:11). 

 DON’T DISPUTE – “Strive not with a man without cause, if he have 

done thee no harm” (Proverbs 3:30). Note the words “without 

cause.” When Jesus threw the moneychangers out of the temple, 

there was good reason (John 2:13-17; Matthew 5:22; Romans 

12:18). There must be a balance between contrariness and 

cowardliness.  

 DON’T DESIRE – “Envy thou not the 

oppressor, and choose none of his ways” 

(Proverbs 3:31). What you focus on, you 

become. (Job31:1, 7; also see Psalm 101; II 

Samuel 11; Joshua 7:21; Genesis 3; Proverbs 

14:14; 23:7) 

 

THE BLESSINGS OF RELATIONSHIPS 
 

 THE LORD’S SECRET – “For the froward is abomination to the 

LORD: but his secret is with the righteous” (Proverbs 3:32). “I once 

asked the Lord to reveal to me some of His secrets.” I was 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://thumbs.dreamstime.com/z/focus-magnifying-glass-white-background-39082463.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dreamstime.com/illustration/focus-zoom-magnify-lens-magnifying-glass.html&h=957&w=1300&tbnid=xyl6mLFzeKt1aM:&zoom=1&docid=gj_XLH0muj2TCM&hl=en&ei=zotQVKatMM3s8AWNtoCYDg&tbm=isch&ved=0CF0QMyhVMFU4yAE&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=3045&page=21&start=278&ndsp=15
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impressed by the fact that I needed to get real close to Him, for 

secrets are always whispered, never shouted. 

 THE LORD’S SCORN – “The curse of the LORD is in the house of 

the wicked: but he blesseth the habitation of the just. Surely he 

scorneth the scorners: but he giveth grace unto the lowly” (Proverbs 

3:33-34). Both Peter and James quote this passage in the New 

Testament (I Peter 5:5; James 4:6). 

 THE LORD’S SMILE – “The wise shall inherit glory: but shame 

shall be the promotion of fools” (Proverbs 3:35). 

 

The “five-generation rule” is the term that 

sociologists use to describe the impact of 

parents unto the fifth generation. We will deal 

we this topic more in our next lesson, but for 

now we will illustrate it with an observations 

by a study by Benjamin Warfield, a 

theologian form Princeton using the families 

of Jonathan Edwards and Max Jukes. 

 

Jonathan Edwards – of the 1,394 known descendants there were 13 

college presidents, 65 college professors, 30 judges, 100 lawyers, 60 

physicians, 75 army and navy officers, 100 pastors, 60 authors of 

prominence, 3 US Senators, 80 public servants in other capacities, 

including governors and ministers to foreign countries and one 

Vice-President of the United States. 

 

Max Jukes – of his 540 known descendants 310 dies as paupers, at 

least 150 were criminals (including 7 murderers) more than 100 

were drunkards and half of his female descendants ended up as 

prostitutes. 
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HISTORY CLASS 101 

Proverbs 4:1-9 
 

Like chapter three, this chapter is divided into three sections, each 

beginning with a call to attention (Proverbs 4:1, 10, 20). Charles 

Bridges writes concerning the use of these attention grabbers “Surely 

these repetitions are as the angel’s visit to the prophet—waking him, as 

a man that is wakened out of his sleep” (Zechariah 4:1). 

 

Our last lesson dealt with relationships and closed with the “five-

generation rule.” In today’s message we will begin a tribute to family.. 

 

TRIBUTE – RELAYED TO HIS POSTERITY 
 

No nation has ever set the child at centre stage as 

did the Jews. Indeed, the child was considered the 

most important person in the community. Rabbi 

Judah the Holy said, “The world exists only by the 

breath of school children.” The Jews believed that 

of all people, the child was dearest to the heart of God. It is accordingly 

no surprise that education was an extremely high priority among that 

Jews. Josephus wrote:  “Our ground is good, and we work it to the 

utmost, but our chief ambition is for the education of our children.”  

 

The Jews believed that the home was the absolute centre of education. 

Schools were important to them, but the home was without parallel in 

its importance. Isidore Epstein asserts, “In no other religion has the duty 

of the parents to the children been more stressed than in Judaism.” 

Hence, the responsibility for educating the child was laid squarely on 

the shoulders of the parents (as in Proverbs 1:8 and 6:20).  

 

While Solomon must have had many teachers and tutors, his chief 

instructors were his parents (Proverbs 2:1-4). Here he is linking three 

generations, Solomon is sharing with his children, what his parents 

taught him. 
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Notice the following six reasons these teachers (family) is so important. 

 

 RELATIONSHIP – “a father” (Proverbs 4:1). No one has a greater 

interest in your wellbeing than your parents (see I Thessalonians 

2:11). Someone once said that young people want to know how 

much you care, before they care how much you know.  

 LIFE STYLE – “good doctrine” (Proverbs 4:2). Right belief are 

always associated with right behaviour. Creed and conduct are inter-

related (Titus 1:1). More is caught than taught (Proverbs 4:11) 

 CONVICTION – “my law” (Proverbs 4:2). The law of his parents has 

become his “law” (II Timothy 3:14). 

 

1st Generation Convictions 

2nd Generation Beliefs 

3rd Generation  Opinions 

 

 EXPERIENCE – “my father’s son” (Proverbs 4:3). The father had 

been a “son,” but the son had never been a father. 

 LOVED – “beloved” (Proverbs 4:3). 

 INSTRUCTED – “taught” (Proverbs 4:4). You can trust his teaching 

because he was instructed. David did not leave the moral and 

spiritual instruction to the mother. 

 

TEACHING – RECEIVED FROM HIS PARENTS 
 

Solomon desires to pass on five primary lessons that he 

received from his parents. 

 

 THE PURSUIT OF WISDOM – “Get wisdom, get understanding: 

forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth” 
(Proverbs 4:5). This is the very thing that Solomon requested from 

God in I Kings chapter three. 

 THE PASSION OF WISDOM – “Forsake her not, and she shall 

preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee”  (Proverbs 4:6). 
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Pascal wrote that human knowledge must be understood to be loved, 

but divine knowledge must be loved to be understood.” 

 THE PRIORITY OF WISDOM – “Wisdom is the principal thing; 

therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding” 
(Proverbs 4:7). “…with all thy getting…” This little phrase sums up 

the lifestyle of many; get, get, get,… 

 THE PROMOTION OF WISDOM – “Exalt her, and she shall 

promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost 
embrace her” (Proverbs 4:8). 

 THE PRIZE OF WISDOM – “She shall give to thine head an 

ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee” 
(Proverbs 4:9). 
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THE SCHOOL COUNSELLOR 

Proverbs 4:10-19 
 
Alexander Maclaren called this section of Proverbs, 

“The Two Paths.” It is a contrast between the path of 

the just and the path of the wicked; between vice and 

virtue; wisdom and folly. 

 

In our introduction to the Book of Proverbs we notice one of the primary 

methods of teaching Biblical truth is done by comparison (I Corinthians 

2:13). In today’s study, Solomon is once again “comparing” wisdom and 

folly by setting them side by side (the words "wise, wisdom, wisely, and 

wiser" occur 125 times in the Book of Proverbs; while the words "fool, 

fools, foolish, folly and foolishly" occur some 95 times) and contrasting 

them. 

 

We are approximately halfway through our study of the first nine 

chapters of the Proverbs, I believe it would be appropriate to remind the 

reader that this is a study of a young man making a choice as to which 

school he will attend—the school of wisdom or the school of folly. 

Remember, that while we have the freedom of choice, we cannot 

determined the outcome of those choices. We make the choice and 

then the choice makes us! 

  

THE WAY OF THE JUST 
 

Solomon begins this section with the words “my son.” He then 

addresses five benefits of the way of the just (Proverbs 4:10-15). 

 

 LIFE’S EXTENDED – “Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and 

the years of thy life shall be many” (Proverbs 4:10). 

 

 LIFE’S EXPERIENCE – “I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I 

have led thee in right paths” (Proverbs 4:11). The opportunity to 
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learn from the experiences of others. Your parents have been where 

you are but you and never been where they are. 

 

As parents and we must not only talk the talk, but we must also 

walk the walk.  

 

1. Fathers – “And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: 

but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord” 

(Ephesians 6:4). We must provide both an example of 

exhortation of living for the Lord. 

2. Paul – “And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto 

you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and 

from house to house” (Acts 20:20).  

3. Jesus – “And he said unto them, What things? And they said 

unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet 

mighty in deed and word before God and all the people” (Luke 

24:19 also see Acts 1:1). 

 

 LIFE ENJOYMENT – “When thou goest, thy steps shall not be 

straitened…” (Proverbs 4:12). The word straitened means “to be 

hemmed in.” It is an old word that means to be restricted or 

confined with narrow limits. In other words, your feet will not be 

force together so that the only path you can tread is narrow where 

one slip will mean disaster.  

 

The Christian’s Life is like a funnel where the 

entrance is narrow and then opens up to all kinds of 

possibilities. The way of folly is the opposite, 

while it opens as a broad way, it quickly narrows 

down to a hopeless end (see Matthew 7:13-15).  

 

 LIFE’S ESCAPE – “…when thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble” 

(Proverbs 4:12 cf Proverbs 4:19; also see I Corinthians 10:13, the 

Plimsoll line). 
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 LIFE’S ENRICHMENT – “Take fast 

hold of instruction; let her not go: 

keep her; for she is thy life” 

(Proverbs 4:13). What is your life?  

 

THE PATH OF THE WICKED 
 

Solomon gives us both a warning of the danger of the 

wicked and a description of wicked. 

 

 THE DANGER OF THE WICKED - Illness is often 

infectious and contagious, health is not (Haggai 2:12-13). We 

should establish the following guidelines in setting up a quarantine 

against the ungodly: 

 

1. “Enter not into the path of the wicked…” (Proverbs 4:14a). 

2. “…and go not in the way of evil men” (Proverbs 4:14b). 

3. “Avoid it…” (Proverbs 4:15a). 

4. “…pass not by it…” (Proverbs 4:15b 

5. “…turn from it…” (Proverbs 4:15c) 

6. “…and pass away” (Proverbs 4:15d) 

 

Charles Bridges wrote:  “It is far more easy to shun the occasion of 

sin, than the sin when the occasion present it; to resist the 

beginnings, than the progress, of sin.” We see this truth illustrated in 

the following lives: 

 

1. Lot – Genesis 13:10-13 

2. Dinah – Genesis 34:1-2 

3. Solomon – I Kings 11:1-5 

4. Peter – Matthew 26:58, 69-74 

 

 THE DESCRIPTION OF THE WICKED 
 

1. What Disturbs the Wicked – “For they sleep not, except they 

have done mischief…” (Proverbs 4:16). The Apostle Peter 

“Trust the past to the mercy of 

God, the present to His love and 

the future to His providence.” 

Augustine 
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describes those  “…that cannot cease from sin…” as “…cursed 

children” (II Peter 2:14). 

2. What Delights the Wicked – “…their sleep is taken away, 

unless they cause some to fall.” (Proverbs 4:16 also see Matthew 

23:15; Galatians 4:17). Roman poet, Publius Vergilius Maro 

(Virgil) wrote to the ill-nature shepherd in Eclogues:  “When 

thou sawest the gifts given to the lad, thou was distressed; and 

hadst thou not found some means of doing him a mischief, thou 

hadst died.” 

3. What Develops the Wicked – “For they eat the bread of 

wickedness, and drink the wine of violence” (Proverbs 4:17). 

The physical truth that you are what you eat is also true 

spiritually. 

 

THE CONTRAST BETWEEN THE JUST AND THE WICKED 
 

“But the path of the just is as the shining light, 

that shineth more and more unto the perfect 

day. The way of the wicked is as darkness: they 

know not at what they stumble” (Proverbs 4:18-

19). 
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THE ISSUES OF LIFE 
Proverbs 4:20-27 

 

THE INGREDIENTS OF A HOLY LIFE 
 

 CONSECRATED EARS – “My son, attend to my words; 

incline thine ear unto my sayings…” (Proverbs 4:20). The 

phrase “hear the word of the Lord” occurs 24 times in the 

Bible, with the exhortation to “give ear, attend to, listen, 

hear” occurring over 1000 times. 

 

John Bunyan, one of history’s greatest Christian authors, wrote the 

story of a fierce battle to take control of a city from its rightful 

ruler. This famous allegory, The Holy War is Bunyan’s second most 

popular work. His depiction of the human soul is a city, 

Mansoul, with five gates: Ear Gate, Eye Gate, Nose Gate, Feel Gate, 

and Mouth Gate. 

 

The enemy of the city is Sin, who comes on a daily basis to attack at 

one of its five gates. Sin speaks to the Ear Gate; he presents vivid, 

alluring pictures to the Eye Gate; he tempts the other “Gates” as 

well. 

 

The interesting thing about this battle is that Mansoul could never 

be defeated by outside attacks, and Sin could never win in his 

assaults against the five gates...except in one way: someone on the 

inside had to open one of the gates and let Sin in.  

 

Who are you listening to? “Let no man deceive you with vain 

words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon 

the children of disobedience” (Ephesians 5:6). 

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://images.clipartpanda.com/listening-ear-clipart-hearing-image.png&imgrefurl=http://fashionplaceface.com/listening-ears-clip-art/&h=475&w=283&tbnid=Aj1GJKR8e5-a-M:&zoom=1&docid=cpFmwjYiQ4lg-M&hl=en&ei=p6GeVNaoMoq78gWK-4LwBQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CEIQMygQMBA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=715&page=2&start=5&ndsp=15


The University of Life 

57 

 

 CONTROLLED EYES – “Let them not depart from thine 

eyes… Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids 

look straight before thee” (Proverbs 4:21a, 25). 

 

Genesis chapter 13 provides a vivid illustrate of the principle, 

outlook determines outcome. In Genesis 13, we read that “…Lot 

dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent toward 

Sodom” (Genesis 13:12). The first thing Lot saw every morning and 

the last thing he would see every night was the city of Sodom. As a 

result if was not long before he “dwelt” there (Genesis 14:12; II 

Peter 2:7-8). 

 

Abraham on the other hand, “…removed his tent, and came and 

dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built there an 

altar unto the LORD” (Genesis 13:18). It was “By faith Abraham, 

when he was called to go out into a place which he should after 

receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing 

whither he went. By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in 

a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the 

heirs with him of the same promise: For he looked for a city which 

hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God” (Hebrews 11:8-

10 

 

What are you looking at? “I will set no wicked thing before mine 

eyes: I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to 

me” (Psalm 101:3). 

 

 COMMITTED HEART – “…keep them in 

the midst of thine heart… Keep thy heart 

with all diligence; for out of it are the 

issues of life” (Proverbs 4:21b, 23).  This 

is not referring to the muscle centre of 

our bodies, but the motivational centre 

of our being. It was the discovery of 

circulation of the blood, by William 

Harvey that revolutionized the medical 

"The keeping and 

right managing of 

the heart in every 

condition is the great 

business of a 

Christian’s life." 
John Flavel 
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thought of his day will also revolutionize our lives spiritually when 

we learn the importance of keeping our hearts. 

 

We must beware of the danger of: 

 

1. A Double Heart (Psalm 12:2) 

2. A Hard Heart (Proverbs 28:14) 

3. A Proud Heart (Proverbs 21:4) 

4. An Unbelieving Heart (Hebrews 3:12) 

5. A Cold Heart (Matthew 24:12) 

6. An Unclean Heart (51:10) 

 

What do you love? “For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 

murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies” 

(Matthew 15:19). 

 

 CLEAN BODY – “For they are life unto those that find them, and 

health to all their flesh” (Proverbs 4:22). 

 

Is the light of your life, bright enough to brighten the path of 

another? “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 

your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” 

(Matthew 5:16). 

 

 CAUTIOUS MOUTH – “Put away from thee a froward mouth, and 

perverse lips put far from thee” (Proverbs 4:24). There are over 

2,000 references to human speech in the Bible, it is an important 

subject (see James 3).  

 

The Psalmist wrote:  “Let the words of my mouth, and 

the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O 

LORD, my strength, and my redeemer” (Psalm 19:14). 

 

Do you praise God with your lips? “But I say unto you, That every 

idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in 

the day of judgment” (Matthew 12:36). 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/talking-mouth-clipart&ei=vsaeVPy5Bonl8AW864H4Bg&bvm=bv.82001339,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNF_mBqRuidHDDm3e5c5O7wCdxJQLA&ust=1419778075545250


The University of Life 

59 

 

 CAREFUL FOOT – “Ponder the path of thy feet, and 

let all thy ways be established. Turn not to the right 

hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil” 

(Proverbs 4:26-27). The word ponder means “to 

weigh” or “to make level.”  

 

Note the following characteristics of our walk: 

 

1. Planned Walk – “Ponder the path of thy feet…” (see Proverbs 

4:26; 5:6; 5:21). 

2. Perfect walk – “Turn not to the right hand nor to the left…” 

3. Protected walk – “…remove thy foot from evil.” 
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AVOID THE FASCINATION OF SIN 
Proverbs 5:1-23 

 

In this chapter we will learn that every temptation to do wrong is an 

opportunity to do right. This is the third of five warnings about 

immorality in the first nine chapters of Proverbs (Proverbs 2:16-22; 5:3-

23; 6:24-35; 7:5-27; 9:13-19). 

 

SENSITIVE 
 

Solomon opens with a plea to be sensitive to “wisdom,” 

“understanding,” “discretion” and “knowledge” (Proverbs 5:1-2).  

 

We need to: 

 

 HEAR – “attend unto” 

 HUMILITY – “bow thine ear” 

 HONOUR – “regard” 

 HOLD – “keep” 

 

SCHEME 
 

The second thing I would like you to notice is that the plans or schemes 

of the “strange woman” are both seductive and subtle as she attempts to 

seduce the simple (Proverbs 5:3-6). 

 

“Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of life…” As we mentioned in our 

last lesson, it is extremely important that we spend time in Proverbs 

4:26 before we get to Proverbs 5:6; because one day we 

are going to have to face Proverbs 5:21.  

 

The Psalmist wrote:  “I thought on my ways, and turned 

my feet unto thy testimonies” (Psalm 119:59). 
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SHRAPNEL 
 

Like a bomb that explodes, sending it projectiles in all 

directions, so doth sin affect every area of our lives 

(Proverbs 5:7-11). 
 

 DISHONOUR – “Lest thou give thine honour unto others…” 

(Proverbs 5:9a). 

 DRUDGERY – “Lest thou give…thy years unto the cruel” (Proverbs 

5:9b). 

 DEBT – “Lest strangers be filled with thy wealth; and thy labours be 

in the house of a stranger” (Proverbs 5:10). 

 DISEASE – “And thou mourn at the last, when thy flesh and thy 

body are consumed” (Proverbs 5:11). There are over 20 different 

types of STD’s. 
 

SCRUTINIZE 
 

In Proverbs 5:23, we read. “He shall die without instruction…” I 

remember reading this and wondering why. After all, Solomon has 

warned the simple of the ways of folly over and over again (The word 

“instruction” appears 6 times in the first four chapters of Proverbs). 
 

In verses 12-14 of Proverbs chapter 5 we will see five reasons why he 

died without instruction (each of these are in the past tense). 
 

 DETESTED – “hated instruction” (Proverbs 5:12). He did not want 

to be informed, because he did not want to be reformed! 

 DESPISED – “despised reproof” “Proverbs 5:12). The word despise 

means to place little value on something 

 DISOBEDIENCE – “have not obeyed the voice of my teachers” 

(Proverbs 5:13). Notice the phrase: “voice of my teachers;” it is 

important that “teachers,” parents, etc; speak with one “voice.” 

 DISREGARD – “nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me!” 

(Proverbs 5:13). 
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 DELINQUENT – “I was almost in all evil in the midst of the congregation 

and assembly” (Proverbs 5:14). He was in the right place, “in the midst of 

the congregation and assembly;” but he was with the wrong people – “all 

evil.” 
 

SATISFY 
 

The best remedy against improper relationships is proper relationships 

(Proverbs 5:15-20; also see Ephesians 5)) 

 

WISDOM FOLLY 
Marriage Whoremongers/Adulterers 

Pleasure of the Lord – evermore 

Psalm 16:11 

Pleasure of sin – for a season 

Hebrews 11:25 

 Spiritual 

 Emotional 

‘Xclusive  

 Sensual 

 Erotic 

‘Xrated 

 

Research shows that married couples reported being the most physically 

pleased and emotionally satisfied.   
 

SERIOUS 
 

As we close today lesson, I want to challenge you to be serious, to think 

about how you are living; “For the ways of man are before the eyes of 

the LORD, and he pondereth all his goings” (Proverbs 5:21 also see 

Proverbs 15:3; II Chronicles 16:9; Job 31:4, 34:21; Psalm 11:4, 17:3, 

139:1-12; Jeremiah 16:17; 17:10, 23:24, 32:19; Hosea 7:2; Hebrews 

4:13; Revelation 2:18, 2:23). 
 

SERVITUDE 
 

Warren Wiersbe, in his book, Be Skillful—God’s Guidebook to Wise 

Living, writes that sexual sins are “eventually disappointing (Proverbs 

5), gradually destructive (Proverbs 6) and ultimately deadly (Proverbs 

7). He outlines chapter 5 of Proverbs with the following points: 
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 Sweetness to bitterness (Proverbs 5:1-6) 

 Gain to pain (Proverbs 5:7-14) 

 Purity to pollution (Proverbs 5:15-20) 

 Freedom to bondage (Proverbs 5:21-23) 
 

One method of catching elephants is by 

looping a single rope around its leg. Now 

one rope is no problem for an elephant and 

he quickly breaks it, however by the time 

he breaks it he now has two ropes attached 

to him. Again two ropes are no problem 

and he soon breaks them, but now there are 

four ropes and before long he is unable to 

break them. 
 

So are the cords of sin, we may be able to break the first one, maybe 

even the second and third, but before long we will be “holden” with the 

cords of our sins (Proverbs 5:22-23). 

 

One of the recurring themes of this study is that while we have the 

freedom of choice, we cannot determine the outcomes of those choices. 

We make the choice, then the choice makes us. 

 

 Bottle becomes the boss 

 Fix becomes the foreman 

 Lust becomes the lord 

 Money becomes the master 

 Desire becomes the dictator 

 Sin becomes the supervisor 
 

 

Man takes drink, drink takes drink, drink takes man 
Japanese saying 

http://www.illustrationsof.com/1180105-royalty-free-elephant-clipart-illustration
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FATHERLY ADVICE 
PROVERBS 6:1-35 

 

Once again, Solomon uses the phrase “my son” to gain 

the attention of his child.  In this chapter He will give 

four specific warnings. 

 

SURETY 
 

In Proverbs 6:1-5, Solomon turns from women to wealth. There are 

over 2,000 verses about money management in the Bible (500 on prayer 

and faith), 16 of the 38 parables of Jesus deal with money. 

 

Money should be: 

 

 TOOL (Philippians 4:11-13) 

 TEST (Luke 16:11) 

 TESTIMONY  
 

The reasons why we should be careful about “surety” or co-signing a 

loan for someone. 

 

 THE DANGER OF GOING INTO DEBT PERSONALLY (Proverbs 

20:16). John Walsh, in his book, Successful Living, Studies in the 

book of Proverbs, explains this verse by writing:  “If you co-sign for 

a stranger, you will lose the shirt off your back.” 

 THE DANGER OF ENCOURAGING OTHERS TO GO INTO DEBT. 

 

Note the following exceptions: 

 

 Reuben and Judah were willing to provide “surety” for 

Benjamin (Genesis 42:37; 43:9; 44:32). 

 Paul became surety for Onesimus (Philemon 18-19 also see 

Proverbs 19:17). 
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SLOTHFULNESS 
 

The first bit of Fatherly advice reminds us that we must 

protect our resources--surety, now he is advising us to 

increase our productivity--slothfulness (Proverbs 6:6-

11). Remember, if your outgo exceeds your income, 

your upkeep will be your downfall. 

 

Solomon uses “the ant” to illustrate slothfulness. There are over 11,000 

different kinds of ants. They live in colonies numbering from a few to 

over 20 million. There are approximately one quadrillion ants in the 

world today (This is a 10 followed by 15 zeros). 

 

Ants are so numerous that scientists say that if all the ants in the 

Amazon rain forest were weighed, they would weigh four times more 

than all the other species of mammals, birds, reptiles and amphibians 

living in that area combined! 

 

 PARTNERSHIP – When the driver ant is on the move, lions, 

elephants and poisonous snakes all flee! Entire villages of people 

move out of the path. Some of these colonies are so large that they 

form a front up to a mile wide and they destroy everything in their 

path. 

 PRODUCTIVE – Numerous species of ants collect a sweet substance 

called honeydew that is excreted by various tiny insects, including 

aphids, mealy bugs and scale insects.  

 PERSISTENT – They are self-motivated – each ant has a particular 

job. 

 PURPOSE –  

 PROVISION – Some have critized this passage of Scripture, 

believing Solomon mistook the eggs of the any for grains, but in 

1869 entomologists discovered these harvester ants in Palestine. 

 PREPARATION –  
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SINFUL LIVING 
 

 THE WICKED DEEDS (Proverbs 6:12-13) 

 THE WICKED DECEIT ((Proverbs 6:14) 

 THE WICKED DOOM (Proverbs 6:15) 

 

SEVEN DEADLY SINS 
 

In Proverbs 6:12-15 we see what the criminal loves, in verses 16-19 we 

see what the Creator hates. 

 

 THE DISDAINFUL LOOK – “a proud look” (Proverbs 6:17a). This 

was the first sin in heaven (Isaiah 14:13-14) 

 THE DECEITFUL TONGUE – “a lying tongue” (Proverbs 6:17b). 

More is said about the abuse of the tongue in the Bible, than the 

abuse of alcohol. 

 THE DEADLY HAND – “hands that shed innocent blood” (Proverbs 

6:17c).  

 THE DEPRAVED HEART – “an heart that deviseth wicked 

imaginations” (Proverbs 6:18a) 

 THE DELINQUENT FOOT – “feet that be swift in running to 

mischief” (Proverbs 6:18b). 

 THE DELIBERATE MEDDLER – he that soweth discord among 

brethren” (Proverbs 6:19b also see 6:14). 

 

SCRIPTURE 
 

It has been stated the every passage of Scripture has 

one interpretation, but many applications. While 

Proverbs 6:20-23 have an application concerning our 

relationship with our parents, the primary interpretation deals with our 

relationship with God’s Word. 

 



The University of Life 

67 

 

D.L. Moody is credited with the quote:  “The Bible will keep you from 

sin, or sin will keep you from the Bible.” With this thought in mind, 

allow me to share with you four simple principles that with help you 

live a godly life. 

 

 ALWAYS BE ACCOUNTABLE – “keep…forsake not” (Proverbs 6:20). 

Remember, you do not get what you expect, but what you inspect! 

 BE ON GUARD, CONSTANTLY – “Bind them continually…tie them” 

(Proverbs 6:21). In First Corinthians, Paul writes:  “Wherefore let 

him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” (I Corinthians 

10:12). 

 LIVE BY WELL-DEFINED RULES OF CONDUCT – “lead thee…keep 

thee…talk with thee” (Proverbs 6:22) 

 THE SCRIPTURE IS THE SUFFICIENT FOR EVERY CIRCUMSTANCE 

(Proverbs 6:23). 

 

SEXUAL SINS 
 

This is Solomon third discourse on the dangers of 

immorality. John Phillips notes that the harlot can 

be identified by three words: “guile, guilt and grief 

are her stock-in-trade” (Proverbs 6:24-35). 

 

Note the following observations: 

 

 HER FALLEN CHARACTER – Solomon describes her as an “evil, 

strange and whorish” woman (Proverbs 6:24-26 also see Proverbs 

2:17). 

 HER FLATTERING CONVERSATION – Three times we are told that 

this woman uses “flattery” or insincere praise to gain advantage 

over the “simple” (Proverbs 2:16; 6:24; 7:5). 

 HER FAMOUS COUNTENANCE – “beauty” (Proverbs 6:25). 

 HER FLIRTATIOUS CONTORTIONS – eyelids” (Proverbs 6:25. 

 HER FANTASTIC COST – brought to a piece of bread” (Proverbs 

6:26). Thirty-nine years after Reuben committed adultery with 
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Bilhad, he lost is right of inheritance (Genesis 35:22; 49:3-4). 

Likewise, Samson was “brought to a piece of bread” by Delilah 

(Judges 16) Sin always: 

 

1. Binds 

2. Blinds 

3. Grinds 

 

 HER FAMILIAR COMPARISONS (Proverbs 6:27-31) 

 

1. Fire – Fire is good, but fire out of control is dangerous 

(Proverbs 6:27-29). 

2. Food – It is not wrong to have proper desires for food, but it is 

wrong to steal to satisfy those desires (Proverbs 6:30-31 also see 

Leviticus 5:16; T Thessalonians 4:3-7). 

 

 HER FINAL CONSEQUENCES (Proverbs 6:32-35). 

 

1. Destructive – “destroyeth his own soul” 

(Proverbs 6:32; it also effects your “body and 

spirit” I Corinthians 6:18; 5:5).  

2. Dishonorable – “a wound and dishonor shall 

he get” (Proverbs 6:33) 

3. Distressing – “vengeance” (Proverbs 6:34-35). 

 

The Book of Second Samuel has been divided into two sections; 

David’s Triumphs – which lasted 20 years (1-10) and David’s Troubles 

– which also lasted 20 years (11:24). The event that divided his reign is 

found in chapter eleven, his sin with Bathsheba. 
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The University of Life 

69 

 

THE SCHOOL OF FOLLY 
PROVERBS 7  

 

Once again, Solomon opens this chapter with the familiar words “My 

son.” I heard about a dad who decided he would teach his young son 

about sex. He sat him down and said, "Son, I want to talk to you a little 

bit about sex." The boy said, "Sure, dad, what would you like to know?" 

 

Our thoughts for this chapter will fall under three primary headings: 

 

INSTRUCTION 
 

Once again we read of the dangers of immorality 

(Proverbs 7:1-5, 24). This chapter both opens and 

closes with the encouragement to abide in the Word 

of God. While we have mentioned it before, I 

cannot overstate the fact that “The Bible will keep you from sin, or sin 

will keep you from the Bible” (see Numbers 11:4-9; I Peter 2:1-2; 

James 1:21). 

 

When Jesus was tempted in the Wilderness by the devil, he answered 

each temptation with the words “it is written” (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10 also 

see Psalms 119:9-11).  The Bible is to be our: 

 

 SOURCE OF LIFE – “My son, keep my words, and lay up my 

commandments with thee. Keep my commandments, and live…” 

(Proverbs 7:1-2). The purpose of an owner’s manual is to increase the 

enjoyment of the possession (see I Corinthians 6:13). 

 SOURCE OF LIGHT – “…and my law as the apple of thine eye” 

(Proverbs 7:2b). This expression occurs five times in the Bible and 

indicates an object of special delight. It refers to the pupil of the eye 

through which light is passed and brought into focus (John 3:19-21). 

What causes your eyes to “light up?”  

 SOURCE OF LOGIC – “Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon 

the table of thine heart” (Proverbs 7:3). These Phylacteries or 
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Scripture boxes were leather pouches containing parchment were to 

serve as reminders of the Bible. All thought and actions must be 

weight by the Scripture. 

 SOURCE OF LOVE – “Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister; and call 

understanding thy kinswoman” (Proverbs 7:4). Over 30 years ago, a 

friend of mine said, “I read the Bible because I love it and I love the 

Bible because I read it” (see Psalm 1:2). 

 SOURCE OF LIBERTY – “That they may keep thee from the strange 

woman, from the stranger which flattereth with her words” (Proverbs 

7:5). 

 SOURCE OF LIVING – “Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye 

children, and attend to the words of my mouth” (Proverbs 7:24). This 

warning comes after the fact. 

 

SEDUCTION 
 

 THE PREACHER – Solomon must be broken-

hearted as he observes the scene that takes place 

before him. Previously, he had warned these 

young people of the dangers of “her house” 

(Proverbs 4:14-16; 5:5; 6:24-35). It sadden me to remember the 

countless times I have observed the same story and been unable to 

change its outcome. 

 THE PARTICIPANTS – Verse seven describes the two different types 

of young people Solomon saw through the “casement” or lattice 

work of his window. 

  

1. The Simple – “simple ones,” these are open-hearted ones, naïve 

and inexperienced, easily led astray. One person said “being 

simple is like having pimples—it comes with adolescents.” 

2. The Stupid – “a young man void of understanding,” these young 

people often act without thinking (One of the goals of the strange 

woman – Proverbs 5:6). Shaunti Feldhahn, cites a study in her 

book, For Parents Only, that the frontal lobe of the human brain 

does not fully develop until the mid-twenties. This explains why 

http://www.clipartof.com/portfolio/toonaday/illustration/paranoid-man-peeking-through-blinds-433667.html
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adolescents often engage in high-risk activities—they do not 

make the connection between their choices and the potential 

consequences. 

 

 THE PATH – The words “path” and “paths” occurs 18 times in the 

first nine chapters of Proverbs and indicate a lifestyle. The Principle 

of the Path reminds us that our direction (not necessarily our 

desires) determines our destination. The road to fornication is a 

progressive road, if you do not want to arrive at its destination, do not 

start down its pathway (Ephesians 5:1-7). An old-timer used to say 

“Don’t buy the ticket until you know where the bus is going.” 

 

1. Jesting 

2. Foolish Talking 

3. Filthiness 

4. Covetousness 

5. Uncleanness 

6. Fornication 

 

 THE PERIOD – Note the time-period during which the story takes 

place, “In the twilight, in the evening, in the black and dark night” 

(Proverbs 7:9). Not only are these young people in the wrong place, 

but they are there at the wrong time. A practical principle to 

remember is the later the night, the less the resistance. Another 

important principle to remember is “Temptation plus opportunity 

equals trouble!” 

 THE PROSTITUTE - The “harlot” is identified by three things: 
 

1. Attire – “…there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot” 

(Proverbs 7:10). 

2. Attitude – “…subtil of heart.” Proverbs 7:10b). She is described 

as “loud and stubborn.” (Proverbs 7:11 cf I Peter 3:4, the godly 

woman has “a meek and quiet spirit”). 

3. Actions vs 12-23  vs 11 – “feet abide not in her house” (Proverbs 

7:11-23; cf Titus 2:5;, I Timothy 5:13). 
 

The key word is determining how far 

is to far is “defraud.” Creating a 

desire that cannot be righteously 

fulfilled (I Corinthians 6:13-7:5); I 

Thessalonians 4:6). 



The University of Life 

72 

 

 THE PERSUASION – It was with her “fair speech she caused him to 

yield” (Proverbs 14:21).  

 

1. Sacred – The first hurdle a person has to 

overcome in immorality is God, thus she justifies 

her behavior by saying “I am okay with God, this 

is okay with God.” 

2. Special – Secondly, she uses “flattery” to make 

him feel special (Proverbs 7:15). H.A. Ironside wrote that 

“Satan’s most powerful weapon against the young is flattery.” 

Beware when someone praises your outward appearance. 

3. Sensual – Here she describes her bedroom as expensive, exotic, 

enticing and exciting (Proverbs 7:16-18). 

4. Secret – She tells him that “on one will ever know.” But God will 

know – “The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the 

evil and the good” (Proverbs 15:3 also see Genesis 16:13). Others 

will be aware of what is happening, Solomon saw what was going 

on. The woman would know what happened – many a person has 

been blackmailed as a result of immorality. The man will know 

and have to live with the memories and regrets the rest of his life. 

 

DESTRUCTION 
 

 DOOM – “He goeth after her straightway, as an 

ox goeth to the slaughter…” (Proverbs 7:22a). 

 DISGRACED – “…as a fool to the correction of 

the stocks” (Proverbs 7:22b). The “stocks” were 

a place of public humiliation!  

 DEPRESSION – “Till a dart strike through his liver” (Proverbs 7:23a). 

The “liver” speaks of his innermost feelings.   

 DETAINED – “…as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that 

it is for his life” (Proverbs 7:23b). Addictions are enslaving. 

 DECLINE – “Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in 

her paths” (Proverbs 7:25).   

http://www.clipartpanda.com/clipart_images/irresistible-clipart-27478514
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://clipart-finder.com/data/preview/johnny_automatic_ox.png&imgrefurl=http://clipart-finder.com/meat-clipart.html&h=592&w=800&tbnid=R1AcAbav8R4d4M:&zoom=1&docid=IpdC-IRR1mkzVM&hl=en&ei=L0O6VJ7uIMa4mwWupIGoBQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CEMQMygdMB0
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 DEATH – “For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong 

men have been slain by her” (Proverbs 7:26). While it is true that 

young people who are “wounded” are more vulnerable to sexual 

temptation, the Bible teaches us that “many strong men have been 

slain by her.” 

 

1. Samson – the strongest man in the Bible 

2. Solomon – the wisest man in the Bible. 

3. David – the most spiritual man in the Bible. 

 

 DAMNATION – “Her house is the way to hell, going down to the 

chambers of death” (Proverbs 7:27). 

 

We will close today’s message with a reminder from the Book of James:   

 

“Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God 

cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:  But every 

man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 

Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is 

finished, bringeth forth death. Do not err, my beloved brethren” (James 

1:13-16). 
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THE SCHOOL OF WISDOM 
PROVERBS 8 

 

The contrast from chapter 7 to chapter 8 is like moving from the marshy 

lowlands of sin's degradation to the highlands of godliness where the air 

is fresh and the vision is clear. John Phillips writes: “As a jeweler 

displays the glories of a diamond by setting it against a dark background 

and shining a light on it, so the Holy Spirt draws our attention to the 

contrast between the sinful woman and sublime Wisdom.” In this chapter 

we will be considering the words of the wise woman instead of the ways 

of the worldly woman. 

 

Notice the following attributes of “wisdom.” 

 

WISDOM’S PLEA IS PASSIONATE 
 

Wisdom is passionate about the truth she believes, “Doth not wisdom 

cry? and understanding put forth her voice?” (Proverbs 8:1). The 

Psalmist wrote:  “I believed, therefore have I spoken: I was greatly 

afflicted” (Psalm 116:10). When we really feel what we believe, we 

cannot help but to speak! 

 

Pray that we might hear her voice above the din of the world. 

WISDOM’S PULPIT IS PUBLIC 
 

Wisdom, unlike folly—who lurks in the shadows, shares her message in 

the light. “She standeth in the top of high places, by the way in the 

places of the paths. She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city, at the 

coming in at the doors” (Proverbs 8:2-3). 

 

This chapter which goes beyond time and space, opens at street level – 

it is available to all. 
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WISDOM’S PUPILS ARE PERSUADED 
 

The word “O” is used nearly 1000 times in the Bible and is often used 

as an exclamation or expressing a wish. Thus, wisdom pleads with these 

prospective students to “be of an understanding heart” (Proverbs 8:4-5) 

 

Note that this time “wisdom” does not address the “scorners” (Proverbs 

1:22 cf 8:5). Perhaps the reason for this is because the scorner hath said 

with his mouth, what the fool hath “said in his heart” (Psalm 14:1). 

 

WISDOM’S PRECEPTS ARE PLAIN 
 

 SUPERIOR WORDS – She speaks of “excellent 

things” and “right things” (Proverbs 8:6). 

 SOUND WORDS – “For my mouth shall speak 

truth…” (Proverbs 8:7a). Sound words carries with it 

the idea of something solid and secure, unsound has 

the connotation of something unsafe (II Timothy 1:13). 

 SINCERE WORDS – “…and wickedness is an abomination to my 

lips” (Proverbs 8:7b). The word sincere means to be “pure or 

unmixed.” 

 STRAIGHT WORDS – “All the words of my mouth are in 

righteousness; there is nothing froward or perverse in them” 

(Proverbs 8:8). The word froward means “twisted,” while the word 

perverse carries with is the idea of being “turned aside.” 

 SIMPLE WORDS – “They are all plain to him that understandeth, 

and right to them that find knowledge” (Proverbs 8:9). Wisdom 

does not present itself in a child-proof package, but is available 

for all (II Timothy 3:14). Our misunderstanding of the Scripture is 

more of a heart problem than a head problem (II Corinthians 3:13-

16). 
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WISDOM’S PROSPERITY IS PROFITABLE 
 

Wisdom is more desirable than “all the things” this world 

may have (Proverbs 8:10-11). While it is true that silver, 

gold and rubies may help you make a living, wisdom gives 

you a life. Many wealthy people have a lot to live on, but 

nothing to live for (see Proverbs 3:14-15; 4:7-9). 
 

The poor often spend their lives worrying about the things they do not 

have, the rich often spend their lives worrying about the things they do 

have. 
 

WISDOM’S PARTNER IS PRUDENCE 
 

“I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty 

inventions” (Proverbs 8:12). There is a tense change in this verse 

from third person to first person. Before this, Solomon was speaking 

about wisdom, now Wisdom is speaking for herself. 
 

Webster defines prudence as “wisdom applied to practice.” Earlier is 

our study we noted that knowledge was the accumulations of facts (via 

– “witty inventions”) and that wisdom was skil-fulness, or the ability of 

to use knowledge aright (“prudence”). 
 

Charles Spurgeon said:  “Wisdom is the right use of knowledge. To 

know is not to be wise. Many men know a great deal, and are all the 

greater fools for it. There is no fool so great a fool as a knowing fool. 

But to know how to use knowledge is to have wisdom.” 
 

Vance Havner wrote: “If you lack knowledge, go to school. If you lack 

wisdom, get on your knees! Knowledge is not wisdom. Wisdom is the 

proper use of knowledge.” 
 

WISDOM’S PATHS ARE PURE 
 

“The fear of the Lord is to hate…” (Proverbs 8:13—the word “hate” is 

used twice in this verse).  
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 EVIL 

 PRIDE 

 ARROGANCY 

 THE EVIL WAY 

 THE FORWARD MOUTH 
 

WISDOM’S PRINCIPLES ARE PERFECT 
 

Note these four principles from Proverbs 8:14. 
 

 COUNSEL – what to do 

 WISDOM – how to do it 

 UNDERSTANDING – why you do it 

 STRENGTH – the ability to do it 
 

WISDOM’S POTENTATES ARE PREVAILING 
 

Several years ago I had the opportunity of 

speaking to the Palmerston City Council. During 

my discourse I read Daniel 2:20-21; 4:17, 25, 32; 

and Romans 13:1-4 and stress the importance of 

seeking God’s wisdom in making governmental 

decisions (Proverbs 8:15-16; also see I Kings 3). 

 

WISDOM’S PROMISES ARE PERMANENT 
 

These promises are “durable” or long lasting 

(Proverbs 8:17-21). 
 

Early Christian author, Lucius Caelius 

Lactantius wrote:  “Let things true be preferred 

to things false, things eternal to things 

momentary, things useful to things agreeable.” 

"He is no fool 

who gives what 

he cannot keep 

to gain that 

which he cannot 

lose."    Jim Elliot 

https://dwellingintheword.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/joashcrownedking-bw.gif
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WISDOM’S PERFECTION IS PHENOMENAL 

 

This section, Proverbs 8:21-31, has been called “the greatest passage in 

the Book of Proverbs.”  
 

It is perhaps one of the most perfect pictures of Christ in the Old 

Testament (John 1:1-14; I Corinthians 1:24, 30; Colossians 1:15-18; 

Hebrews 1:1-4; Revelation3:14) 
 

WISDOM’S PEERS ARE PLEASED 
 

When you see a “therefore” in the Bible, look to see what it is there for 

 

LISTEN – “Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children…Hear 

instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not. Blessed is the man that 

heareth me…” (Proverbs 8:32-34). 

LIVE – “…for blessed are they that keep my ways” (Proverbs 8:32b) 

LOOK – “…watching daily at my gates” (Proverbs 8:34b)/ 

LINGER – “…waiting at the posts of my doors” (Proverbs 8:34c). 

LOVE – “For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the 

LORD” (Proverbs 8:35 cf 17).  

 

WISDOM’S PAGANS ARE PUNISHED 
 

“But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate 

me love death” (Proverbs 8:36). 
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CHOICE 
Proverbs 9 

 

“Wherever God erects a house of prayer, 

The devil surely builds a chapel there; 

And it is found upon examination, 

The latter has the larger congregation.” 

Daniel DeFoe 

 

Earlier in our study, The University of Life—an application of the Book 

of Proverbs, we noted that the word proverb means “a comparison or 

similitude, to set side by side.” We also noted that one of God’s primary 

methods of teaching is done by “comparing” (I Corinthians 2:13).  

 

Thus, Solomon takes the Schools of Wisdom and Folly and sets them 

side by side and compares them. The words “wise, wisdom, wisely, and 

wiser" occur 125 times in the Book of Proverbs; while the words "fool, 

fools, foolish, folly and foolishly" occur some 95 times. In chapter nine, 

the shortest chapter in the entire Book of Proverbs, Solomon is once 

again comparing these two schools. 

 

J. Vernon McGee writes: 

 

The young man has been 

examining the literature of 

the different colleges; and the 

school of wisdom and the 

school of fools are bidding for his application. In this chapter it is 

wisdom that sends out an invitation to him with a note of urgency. 

Pressure is put upon the young man now. The school bell is going 

to ring before long, and they want this young man enrolled.8 

 

 

 
                                                           

8 MCGee, J VernonThru the Bible 3  p 30 
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THERE ARE TWO COLLEGES IN LIFE 
 

 THE CAMPUS OF WISDOM – “Wisdom hath 

builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven 

pillars:  She hath killed her beasts; she hath 

mingled her wine; she hath also furnished her 

table. She hath sent forth her maidens: she 

crieth upon the highest places of the city” 

(Proverbs 9:1-3). 

 

 THE CAMPUS OF FOLLY – This is the fifth and final analysis of the 

strange woman in Proverbs. 

 

1. Clamorous – “A foolish woman is clamorous…” (Proverbs 

9:13a). In other words, she is noisy. 

2. Childish – “..she is simple…” (Proverbs 9:13b). She is immature, 

always wanting her own way/ 

3. Careless – “…knoweth nothing” (Proverbs 9:13c). Remember, 

there are those who do not want to be informed, because they do 

not want to be reformed. 

4. Casual – “For she sitteth at the door of her house, on a seat in 

the high places of the city” (Proverbs 9:14). The “eth” ending 

indicates that she does this on a continual basis. Note that while 

folly speak from “the high places of the city,” wisdom speaks “the 

highest places of the city.” 

5. Calling – “To call passengers who go right on their ways” 

(Proverbs 9:15). 

6. Calculating – Her ploy is to seduce. “Stolen waters are sweet, 

and bread eaten in secret is pleasant” (Proverbs 9:17). Notice 

that while offers a prison diet of “bread and water,” Wisdom 

offers “bread, meat and wine.” 

7. Callous – “But he knoweth not that the dead are there; and that 

her guests are in the depths of hell” (Proverbs 9:18). She is 

unfeeling concerning the final end of her students. 
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THERE ARE TWO CONTRASTS IN LIFE 
 

“Wise men change their minds; fools never.” 

 

 THE WICKED MAN – “He that reproveth a scorner getteth to himself 

shame: and he that rebuketh a wicked man getteth himself a blot. 

Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee…” (Proverbs 7-8a). King 

Zedekaih hated Jeremiah for telling him the truth (Jeremiah 38:1-6). 

A wicked man in unteachable. 

 

 THE WISE MAN – “…rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee. 

Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser: teach a just 

man, and he will increase in learning” (Proverbs 9:8-9)/ Cato the 

Elder said, “Wise men learn more from fools than fools from wise 

men.” A wise man is teachable. 

 

THERE ARE TWO CHOICES IN LIFE 
 

James Russell Lowe said it well when he said: "Once 

to every man and nation comes the moment to decide, 

in the strife of truth and falsehood, for the good or evil 

side." The word “choose” is found 59 times in the Bible 

(see Deuteronomy 30:19; Joshua 24:15; I Kings 18:21). 

 

BASED ON HEAVENLY UNDERSTANDING – “The fear of the LORD is 

the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is 

understanding. For by me thy days shall be multiplied, and the years of 

thy life shall be increased” (Proverbs 9:10-11). This choice is focused 

on the future. 

 

Based on Human Understanding – “Stolen waters are sweet, and bread 

eaten in secret is pleasant” (Proverbs 9:17). This choice is focused on 

the present. 
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THERE ARE TWO CONSEQUENCES IN LIFE 
 

 FEAST – “Come, eat of my bread, and drink 

of the wine which I have mingled. Forsake 

the foolish, and live; and go in the way of 

understanding” (Proverbs 9:5-6). 

 

 FUNERAL – “But he knoweth not that the 

dead are there; and that her guests are in the 

depths of hell” (Proverbs 9:18). Have you 

ever noticed that the word “funeral” starts out as “fun?” The 

harlot has become a horror! 
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CONCLUSION 
Proverbs 9:12 

 

“If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself: 

but if thou scornest, thou alone shalt bear it.” 

 

Please note the following conclusions: 

 

 YOU HAVE THE FREEDOM OF CHOICE – The word 

“if” is used to indicate that the outcome is based upon 

your choice. Thomas Watson wrote: “Religion is not 

a matter of chance, but of choice.” 

 REMEMBER THAT BOTH LADY WISDOM AND WOMAN FOLLY ARE 

ADDRESSING THE SAME PROSPECTIVE STUDENT – “thou” 

(Proverbs 9:4 cf 16). 

 THERE ARE TWO CHOICES – you can chose to be “wise” or you can 

chose to “scornest” (see Matthew 7:13-14). 

 YOU MAKE THE CHOICE, THEN THE CHOICE MAKES YOU – “be 

wise” and “thou alone shalt bear it.” Harry Emerson Fosdick wrote: 

“He who chooses the beginning of the road chooses the place it lead 

to. It is the means that determines the end.” 

 NO ONE CAN MAKE THE CHOICE FOR YOU – “thyself” and “thou 

alone.” 

 YOUR CHOICE WILL AFFECT OTHERS – “The proverbs of Solomon. 

A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the heaviness 

of his mother” (Proverbs 10:1). 

 WHAT SCHOOL WILL YOU CHOOSE? 
 

To every soul there openeth 

A high way and a low; 

And every man decideth 

Which way his soul shall go. 

John Oxenham 
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