
 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE THAN JUST A FISH TALE 

 
If we were to play a word association game and the name of Jonah was 

called out, probably most of us would respond with the word “whale.” 

However, in this study entitled, Jonah – More Than Just a Fish Tale, 

the word association is the “greatness” of God.  

 

G. Campbell Morgan said:  “Men have been looking so hard at the great 

fish that they have failed to see the great God!” 

 

Note the following words from the Book of Jonah in the list below: 

 

 The fish is mentioned 4 times. 

 The city of Nineveh is mentioned 9 times. 

 Jonah is mentioned 18 times. 

 God is mentioned over 40 times. 

 

I am praying that God will bless our time together as we study this 

Minor Prophet with a major message. 

 

Kenneth Chapman, Pastor 

Territory Baptist Church 

 

  

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wccnc.org/files/1413/6664/5263/Jonah_-_Logo_580px.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://www.wccnc.org/sermons/&h=326&w=580&tbnid=FdKDPk8vN_nvOM:&zoom=1&docid=zEieMgfxUwEHiM&hl=en&ei=iNujVLjJO4ag8QWAjoCABg&tbm=isch&ved=0CB8QMygEMAQ&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=5465&page=1&start=0&ndsp=6
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INTRODUCTION 
THE BOOK OF JONAH 

 

As a young believer, I was often questioned as to whether 

or not I believed the Biblical story that Jonah was 

shallowed by a whale. I always answered that I believed it 

“hook, line and sinker.” As William Jennings Bryan said; “If the Bible had 

said that Jonah swallowed the whale, I would believe it.” 
 

PERSPECTIVES 
 

There are four basic views concerning the Book of Jonah 
 

 MYTH – Like Greek mythology or a Midrash (a Jewish form of 

commentary via storytelling). Yet the Jews held the Book of Jonah as 

sacred, reading it on Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement). They would 

also name their children after him, in fact, Peter and Andrew’s father 

was named Jonah (Matthew 16:17 – Bar means “son of” Jonas). 
 

 ALLEGORY – That it is symbolic and representative. Jonah is 

representative of the Jews, while Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon speaks 

of the storm and whale which shallowed the nation of Israel. Others 

say that Jonah survived a shipwreck and was saved by a ship with a 

whale for a masthead or that he found shelter under the carcass of a 

dead whale. The variations are only limited by the imagination. 
 

 PARABLE – A parable has been called an earthly story with a 

heavenly meaning. While there are many parables in the Bible, they 

are generally generic (no names) and have a moral lesson. One of the 

problems with this view is that it makes Jonah a fictional character, 

which then opens the way for attacks on others parts of the Bible. 
 

 HISTORICAL – One of the primary rules for interpreting the Bible is 

that when the plain sense of Scripture makes common sense, seek no 

other sense lest it all become non-sense. The literal reading of Jonah 

makes sense. 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://sr.photos2.fotosearch.com/bthumb/CSP/CSP165/k1658528.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.fotosearch.com/photos-images/tail-fin.html&h=114&w=170&tbnid=W-YxAGt4us26UM:&zoom=1&docid=GZ3--wB8hMpi0M&hl=en&ei=4tyjVKyvL4Xp8gXlywI&tbm=isch&ved=0CCUQMygKMAo&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1710&page=2&start=8&ndsp=12
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1. Archaeology – It is written as a real historical narrative (II Kings 

14:25). After carefully researching the historical evidence of the 

Book of Jonah; archeologist Donald J. Wiseman, writes that the 

details related in the book “exhibit an intimate and accurate 

knowledge of Assyria which could stem from an historical event 

as early as the eighth century BC,” and as such “The story of 

Jonah need not be considered as a late story or parable…” 

2. Historians – Flavius Josephus, the first century Jewish historian, 

incorporated Jonah into his antiquities.  He wrote, “But since I 

have promised to give an exact account of our history, I have 

thought it necessary to recount what I have found written in the 

Hebrew books concerning this prophet” (Ant. 9.206–214). Philo, a 

Jewish philosopher (20 B.C.-50 A.D) who lived in Alexandria 

accepted the Book of Jonah literally (Jonae Oratione 16.21). 

3. Jesus – Belief in a literal Jonah, referring to him twice in the New 

Testament. 
 

“For as __________ was a sign unto the Ninevites, so shall 

also the Son of man be to this generation” (Luke 11:30). 
 

“But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous 

generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be 

given to it, but the sign of the prophet __________:  For as 

Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; 

so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the 

heart of the earth.  The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment 

with this generation, and shall condemn it: because they 

repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater 

than Jonas is here” (Matthew 12:39-41). 
 

Notice that Jesus not only alludes to Jonah as a 

"sign unto the Ninevites," but he also refers to 

the repentance of the Ninevites at the 

"preaching of Jonas."  At the same time he 

reminds his listeners they were more 

accountable, because they had an opportunity 

to listen to a prophet "greater than Jonas."   

PERHAPS THE 

UNDERLINING 

REASON FOR THE 

MANY ATTACKS ON 

THIS BOOK IS 

BECAUSE IT PICTURES 

THE DEATH, BURIAL 

AND RESURRECTION 

OF JESUS CHRIST. 
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BACKGROUND 
 

 AUTHOR – Traditionally, this Book is 

attributed to Jonah and it is believed that he 

wrote it around 772 B.C. His hometown 

was Gathhepher, located three miles 

northeast of Nazareth (proving false the 

Pharisee’s claim that “out of Galilee ariseth 

no prophet” – John 7:52). It is also believed 

that Jonah’s tomb is located in Mosul, Iraq 

on the site of the ancient Assyrian capital of Nineveh. 
 

Jonah’s name is the Hebrew word for “dove” and is characterized by 

peace (Genesis 8:11 – even today a dove and “extending an olive 

branch” is used to symbolize peace). His father’s name was Amittai 

which means “truth” (II Kings 14:25). In combining their names we 

have a message of peace and truth (Sadly, instead of living up to his 

name, he becomes either a chicken or a hawk). 
 

There is also a questionable Jewish tradition that his mother was the 

widow of the town of Zarephath and that Elijah raised Jonah from the 

dead (see I Kings 17:8-24). 
 

 MINISTRY – The first mention of Jonah is during the reign of 

Jeroboam II in Second Kings fourteen: 
 

In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah 

Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel began to reign in S 

amaria, and reigned forty and one years. And he did that which 

was evil in the sight of the LORD: he departed not from all the 

sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin.  

He ________________ the coast of Israel from the 

entering of Hamath unto the sea of the plain, according to 

the word of the LORD God of Israel, which he spake by 

the hand of his servant Jonah, the son of Amittai, the 

prophet, which was of Gathhepher  (II Kings 14:23-25) 

RECENTLY (JULY, 

2014), ISIS DESTROYED 

THE TOMB OF JONAH. 

MANY ANALYSTS 

BELIEVE IT IS BECAUSE 

OF ITS CHRISTIAN 

ASSOCIATIONS. 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.7-star-admiral.com/0009_yadayada/9013_bible_character_yellow_clipart.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.7-star-admiral.com/0416_Genesis_part_16.html&h=320&w=148&tbnid=lgI9vaiUBCAGCM:&zoom=1&docid=siHlb1fbMWYw8M&hl=en&ei=WcVnVYrPIKfLmAWcwoDIBg&tbm=isch&ved=0CCcQMygLMAs
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Jeroboam II (793-753 B.C.), was one of the most powerful kings in the 

history of the divided kingdom of Israel.  His name means “enlarges,” 

and during his reign much of the kingdom is enlarged to its former 

glories.  Much of this was in fulfilment of Jonah’s prophesy in that 

God “restored the coast of Israel.” These blessings were given in the 

hope that “that the goodness of God” would lead them to repentance 

(Romans 2:4).  However, as we learned from Hosea and Amos, the 

nation did not return to God.  As a result, Israel would go into 

Assyrian Captivity about one hundred and fifty years after the close of 

Jonah's ministry. 
 

Australian author, J. Sidlow Baxter writes, “Jonah would have been a 

leading prophet among the schools of the prophets when Elisha was 

nearing the end of his remarkable ministry.” 
 

It is here, in the midst of God's 

blessings that Jonah is called from his 

beloved homeland to the city of 

Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, Israel's 

worst enemy! 
 

 ASSYRIA – Nineveh was the capital city of this Empire with a 

population of over one million people.  It was founded by Nimrod, 

shortly after the flood in Genesis 10.  Outwardly, it was one of the 

most beautiful cities of the world and located on the east bank of the 

Tigris, four hundred miles from the Mediterranean Sea.  The city itself 

was about thirty miles long and ten miles wide.  There were five walls 

and three moats or canals surrounding it.  The walls were one hundred 

feet high and allowed four chariots to be driven abreast.  The palace 

was majestic and beautiful with the 

finest of gardens.  Its fifteen gates 

were guarded by colossal lions and 

bulls.  There were seventy halls 

decorated magnificently in alabaster 

and sculptures.  However, inwardly 

the city was just as wicked as it was 

beautiful outwardly. 

THE BOOK OF JONAH IS THE 

GREATEST MISSIONARY BOOK 

IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
Charles Feinburg 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.bible-history.com/biblestudy/nineveh.html&ei=3shlVb-6GY6B8QXvuoG4Ag&psig=AFQjCNFnUClAYRP8lgS7XIk-Zvewd_SZjQ&ust=1432820141541691
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Assyria practiced brutality of men, women and 

children.  They were a ruthless enemy:  they buried 

their enemies alive, impaled them on sharp poles, 

staked them out in the hot sun and even skinned them 

alive.  Herbert Lockyer notes that the Assyrians 

"gloated that `space failed for corpses of their 

enemies.'  They made `pyramids of human heads.' 

Pillars were covered with the flayed skins of their rivals." William 

Grooms wrote, "All this they professed to do at the commands of their 

god, Asshur."  

 

Nahum, echoes this depiction with his own description of "the bloody 

city" in his book (Nahum 3:1). 

 

GEOGRAPHY 
 

 
 

 

https://www.lds.org/manual/old-testament-teacher-resource-manual/jonah-1-4?lang=eng
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_history_of_the_Neo-Assyrian_Empire&ei=28lnVbm2Lca4mwWM84PIBg&bvm=bv.93990622,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNEXM3LBA2msEMJ61SeMRp6xHzY_4A&ust=1432951584729244
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Note the following cities on the map: 

 

 GATHHEPHER – This was Jonah's hometown. The etymology of the 

name is literally "wine-press of the digging" and is mentioned twice 

in the Bible (Joshua 19:13; 2 Kings 14:25). It is located in Galilee, 

four miles north east of Nazareth. Today this city is known as El 

Meshed. 

 

 JOPPA – A beautiful seaport town with one of the oldest functioning 

harbors in the world. Today it is known as Jaffa and located about 48 

kilometres/30 miles south of Caesarea. It is now surrounded by the 

city of Tel Aviv. 

 

 TARSHISH – Occurs 24 times in the Bible with its first reference 

found in Genesis 10:4. It was a harbour city in south western Spain, 

3,200 kilometer/2,000 miles west of Joppa, the opposite direction that 

God wanted Jonah to go. Going to Tarshish was like going to the end 

of the world, getting as far away from everything as you can get. It is 

now known as Taressos. 

 

 NINEVEH – Five hundred miles northeast of the Sea of Galilee, 

located on the banks of the Tigris River. It was at one time the largest 

city in the world, thus God speaks of it as “that great city” (Jonah 

1:2). This area is now known as Iraq. 

 

APPLICATION 
 

Perhaps, like Jonah, you have made some wrong 

decisions. Most of us have some “Nineveh” in our lives, 

places we don’t want to go, things we don’t want to do. 

Maybe you have made plans to head to Tarshish, 

possibly you are already on your way there. It is not too 

late to turn around; remember, God allows u-turns! 

Perchance you have heard the story of Roy “Wrong 

Way” Riegels. It was in the 1929 Rose Bowl that Riegels picked up a 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Joshua
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2_Kings
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.siasat.pk/forum/showthread.php?282138-Add-one-more-U-turn-in-countless-U-turns-of-Imran-Khan&ei=lp1mVcuyIo388QXV-IHAAg&bvm=bv.93990622,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNHQhFniRn0ZDNx9ChiyF4lrLNm5DA&ust=1432874751725303
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fumble on the Georgia Tech 30 yard line and somehow got turned 

around and ran 69 yards in the wrong direction.  

 

After the play, Riegels was so distraught that he had to be talked into 

returning to the game by coach Nibs Price for the second half. Roy said 

"Coach, I can't do it. I've ruined you, I've ruined myself, and I’ve ruined 

the University of California. I couldn't face that crowd to save my life." 

Coach Price responded by saying "Roy, get up and go back out there — 

the game is only half over.” 

 

While his mistake cost the game, Roy went back out to play the second 

half and then on to live a successful life. 

 

OUTLINES 

CHAPTER ONE 

THE PRODIGAL PROPHET – Jonah’s Disobedience – He Rejects the 

Mission – Rebellious – Running from God – We see God’s Patience 

 

CHAPTER TWO 

THE PRAYING PROPHET – Jonah’s Distress – He Reconsiders the 

Mission – Repentant – Running to God – We see God’s Pardon 

 

CHAPTER THREE 

THE PREACHING PROPHET – Jonah’s Discovery – He Reaches the 

Mission – Revival – Running for God – We see God’s Power 

 

CHAPTER FOUR 

THE POUTING PROPHET – Jonah’s Displeasure – He Regrets the 

Mission – Revelation – Run-in with God – We see God’s Pity 
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Another outline I found is based on the Dick and Jane readers that were 

popular in the United States when I was a kid. See Jonah Run – See 

Jonah Swim – See Jonah Fly – See Jonah Preach – See Jonah Pout 

 

 

CHALLENGE 

The Book of Jonah contains four chapters, forty-eight verses, and 1328 

words; it takes less than fifteen minutes to read through it.  This morning 

I would like to you challenge you to read it once a day for the next week. 

  

ONE OF MY FAVOURITES OUTLINES FOR THE BOOK OF JONAH IS 

IN THE FORM OF AN ACROSTIC FOR FISH: 
 

FLED FROM GOD’S PRESENCE 

INTERCESSION FROM INSIDE THE WHALE 

SACKCLOTH WORN IN NINEVEH 

HUMAN FAILURE OF JONAH 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.7-star-admiral.com/0015_animals/7446_fish_giant_clipart.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.7-star-admiral.com/0005_Jonah_commentary.html&h=321&w=407&tbnid=72dnDfzE4JmVNM:&zoom=1&docid=5ZedAffIztRAiM&hl=en&ei=jvNBVbmNJIW2mAWGpIGoDw&tbm=isch&ved=0CD0QMygXMBc


9 
 

WRONG WAY – JONAH 
Jonah Chapter One 

 

In this chapter we will see Jonah’s disobedience as he 

rebels and rejects God’s mission. We also see God’s 

patience in dealing with him. 
 

THE CAUSES OF HIS DISOBEDIENCE 
 

In our introduction we noted that Jonah’s name 

means “dove” and was a symbol of peace and 

that his father name was Amittai, which means 

“truth.” We cannot have peace with God unless 

we believe the truth of God (Amittai, the father, 

must come before the son, Jonah). 
 

Matthew Henry said, “Peace is such a precious jewel, that I would give 

anything for it but truth.” 
 

 THE CALL – The phrase “the ________ of the Lord” and similar 

expressions occur seven times in this book (Jonah 1:1; 2:10; 3:1, 3; 

4:4, 9, 10). When was the last time you praised God for fact that you 

can hold “the word of the Lord” (Bible) in your hands! 
 

 THE COMMAND   – “Arise, ____ to Nineveh” (Jonah 1:2a) 
 

Nineveh was 800 kilometers/500 miles north and east of where 

Jonah was.  It was a major city on the banks of the Tigris River. In 

contemporary terms, that would be in Iraq, about 480 kilometers/300 

miles north of Baghdad. Archeologists have found the ruins of 

ancient Nineveh right outside the city of Mosul.  
 

One author likened Jonah’s call to Nineveh as the same with a call of 

a Jew living in the Warsaw ghetto in World War II to travel to Berlin 

to hold a crusade for the Nazis or calling an Israeli to Iran for a series 

of meetings for al-Qaeda or ISIS. 

TRUTH MUST 

ALWAYS COME 

BEFORE PEACE. 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://sr.photos2.fotosearch.com/bthumb/CSP/CSP165/k1658528.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.fotosearch.com/photos-images/tail-fin.html&h=114&w=170&tbnid=W-YxAGt4us26UM:&zoom=1&docid=GZ3--wB8hMpi0M&hl=en&ei=4tyjVKyvL4Xp8gXlywI&tbm=isch&ved=0CCUQMygKMAo&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1710&page=2&start=8&ndsp=12
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 THE CITY – “…______________, that great city, and cry against it; 

for their wickedness is come up before me” (Jonah 1:2b). 

 

1. It was a Celebrated City – “that great city” (Jonah 1:2b). 

Historian, Tertius Chandler's (1915-2000) listed Nineveh as the 

largest city in the world during the time of Jonah. It is mentioned 

18 times in the Bible and is first mentioned in Genesis 10:11. 

2. It was a Cruel City - “their wickedness is come up before me” 

(Jonah 1:2c). Archaeologists have uncovered various monuments 

on which rulers boasted of their conquests. James Montgomery 

Boice has listed a number of their reports:  
 “I cut off their heads and formed them into pillars.” 

 “Bubo, son of Buba, I flayed in the city of Arbela and I spread 

his skin upon the city wall.” (The word flayed means to “peel 

the skin off.” 

 “I flayed all the chief men who had revolted, and I covered the 

pillar with their skins.” 

 “Many within the border of my own land I flayed, and spread 

their skins upon the walls.” 

 “I cut off the limbs of the officers, the royal officers who had 

rebelled.” 

 “3,000 captives I burned with fire.” 

 “Their corpses I formed into pillars.” 

 “From some I cut off their hands and their 

fingers, and from others I cut off their noses, 

their ears, and their fingers, of many I put 

out their eyes.” 

 “I made one pillar of the living, and another 

of heads, I bound their heads to posts round 

about the city.” 

3. It was a Corrupt City – The Book of Nahum records much of 

their immorality. Commentator, Walter Maier wrote: “Thousands 

of tablets uncovered in the Mesopotamian valley show abysmal 

superstition. Hundreds of sorcery incantations have been brought 

to light.” 

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://ephesusschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/violence.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ephesusschool.org/feed/&h=317&w=250&tbnid=TuPX8nwd_SIZLM:&zoom=1&docid=IFf_R28XNluHXM&hl=en&ei=uyFxVYmREYKwmwWp6YO4Cw&tbm=isch&ved=0CCsQMygPMA8
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 THE CAUSE – “But Jonah rose up to ________ unto Tarshish from 

the presence of the LORD…” (Jonah 1:3). There are a number of 

excuses for Jonah rejecting God’s call to Nineveh 
 

1. Unpopular – Remember, Jonah was very patriotic. What would 

his friends think if he went to Nineveh to preach? 

2. Scared – As we have already seen, the Ninevehites were a violent 

people. Besides, they would not listen anyways. 

3. Uncaring – Did not care what happened to the Ninvehites. They 

are just getting what they deserve. 

4. To Far – Why it is 800 kilometres/500 miles east, you surely do 

not expect me to travel that far, yet he was willing to travel 3,200 

kilometres/2,000 miles in the opposite direction to Tarshish. 

5. Pride and Prejudice – This is the true reason, he was afraid his 

mission would succeed. “And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, 

I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in 

my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that 

thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great 

kindness, and repentest thee of the evil” (Jonah 4:2). 
 

THE COURSE OF HIS DISOBEDIENCE 
 

Sin always runs its course: lust-sin-death. You cannot break God’s 

commandments without them breaking you. 
 

 DEFIANT – “______ Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the 

presence of the LORD…” (Jonah 1:3a). Defiance has been defined 

as “the renunciation of an allegiance or friendship.” He's saying, "I 

quit, I don't want to be a prophet, I'm now a non-prophet 

organization." The conjunction "but" indicates a change of action. 

Before this, Jonah had always obeyed the 

prompting of the Lord, "but" this time... Dr. 

Bruce Cummons used to say, “Jonah is acting 

more like a goat than one of God's sheep, for 

goats are always , ‘butting this’ or  ‘butting 

that’.” 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https://www.unlockingthebible.org/wp-content/uploads/Christian-Childrens-Books-the-book-of-jonah-Bible-stories-lessons-for-children-kids2.jpg.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.unlockingthebible.org/jonah-childrens-book/&h=558&w=889&tbnid=aQOZ4m3rVYTJjM:&zoom=1&docid=KpxIyUR5FZgytM&ei=nF9xVZGYEMTRmAWkw4DACw&tbm=isch&ved=0CEkQMygjMCM
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https://www.unlockingthebible.org/wp-content/uploads/Christian-Childrens-Books-the-book-of-jonah-Bible-stories-lessons-for-children-kids2.jpg.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.unlockingthebible.org/jonah-childrens-book/&h=558&w=889&tbnid=aQOZ4m3rVYTJjM:&zoom=1&docid=KpxIyUR5FZgytM&ei=nF9xVZGYEMTRmAWkw4DACw&tbm=isch&ved=0CEkQMygjMCM
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Note that the expression "from the presence of the Lord" occurs three 

times in chapter one (1:3, 10).   
 

 DIRECTION – “unto Tarshish ________ the presence of the 

LORD…” (Jonah 1:3b). Tarshish was almost 3200kilometers/2000 

miles west in Spain.  So we’ve got a 4,000 kilimetres/2500 mile 

“gap” between God’s call and Jonah’s desire. 
 

 DOWNWARD - and went ________ to Joppa…” (Jonah 1:3c). 
 

If you look at the action in this chapter, you can see that Jonah went 

“down” four times:  
 

1. He went “down” to Joppa (v. 3). 

2. He went “down” into the hold of the ship (v. 4). 

3. He went “down” into the sea (v. 15).  

4. He went “down” into the belly of the great fish (v. 17).  
 

 DECISION – It was at “Joppa” that Peter struggled with the issue of 

taking the gospel to the gentiles (Acts 10).  
 

 DEBTOR – “so he ________ the fare thereof” 

(Jonah 1:3d). Alexander Whyte noted, “No booking 

clerk could have told Jonah what it was actually 

going to cost him to get on board that ship.  Running 

from God is always a costly affair.” 
 

Donald Grey Barnhouse highlighted the phrase “paid the fare” and 

noted that Jonah did not get to where he was going since he was 

thrown overboard, and that he obviously did not get a refund on his 

ticket. So he paid the full fare and did not get to the end of his 

journey. He then went on and said, “It is always that way. When you 

run away from the Lord you never get to where you are going, and 

you always pay your own fare. On the other hand, when you go the 

Lord’s way you always get to where you are going, and He pays the 

fare.” 

http://imgite.com/
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 DECEPTIVE – “he __________ a ship going to Tarshish” (Jonah 

1:3d). Most people would have to wait days for their ship to sail, 

however Jonah’s ship was ready to sail. He probably thought “Wow, 

everything is working out just fine; a comfortable Mediterranean 

cruise, a beautiful beach in Tarshish, some quality time by myself 

with no responsibilities”.  Little did he know that disaster was just 

around the corner. 
 

Whenever we try to flee “from the presence of the Lord” thedevil 

is more than happy to arrange the transportation. 
 

1. When you are having marriage problems – Satan is more than 

happy to give you a compassionate counsellor of the opposite 

sex to comfort you. 

2. When you feel like complaining – He is more than ready to find 

you someone with a sympathetic ear. 

3. When you are having some financial problems – He we show 

you some shortcuts that are economically sound, but morally 

unsound. 

4. When you are a Christian single – The Devil will provide a 

nonbeliever who wants to go out with you. 
 

 DROWSY – “…But Jonah was gone down 

into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was 

fast ____________” (Jonah 1:5b). Sin is a 

narcotic, a spiritual anaesthetic that deadens 

your spiritual sensitivity and puts you to sleep. “Awake to 

righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: 

I speak this to your shame” (I Corinthians 15:34). 
 

As a young man, Adoniram Judson, renounced the Christianity of his 

parents. After graduating Valedictorian of Brown University and 

becoming a playwright, he became disillusioned and decided to 

travel west.  
 

One night, while traveling through a small village, he spent the night 

at a local inn. The only available room was next door to a man who 

http://bible.phillipmartin.info/bible_samuel.htm
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was dying. All night the man groaned and cried out in desperation. 

Judson was so tormented by the despair in the man’s cries that he 

could not sleep. 
 

Wrestling with the philosophy of his best friend, Jacob Eames and 

the faith of his family he wondered if the man next door was 

prepared for death. The next morning, as sunlight filled Judson’s 

room, the sense of despair lifted and Judson felt ashamed for having 

given in to such weakness the night before. He got dressed, went 

downstairs, and asked at the front desk about the man in the 

adjoining room. “He is dead,” was the simple reply. 
 

Judson politely asked, “Do you know who he was?” “Oh yes, a 

young man from the college in Providence. Name was Eames, Jacob 

Eames.” Then it hit him, “I was sleeping while my best friend was 

dying.” God used this event not only to convert him but also to call 

him to the mission field of Burma (Myanmar). 
 

 DISCOVERY – “And they said every one to 

his fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we 

may know for whose cause this evil is upon 

us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon 

__________” (Jonah 1:7). Webster defines a 

lot as “that by which the fate or portion of one 

is determined; that by which an event is 

committed to chance, that is, to the 

determination of Providence; as, to cast lots; to draw lots” (see 

Proverbs 16:33; 18:18). They then began to ask him a series of 

questions concerning his occupation and nationality (Jonah 1:8-10). 
 

 DISASTER – “But the LORD sent out __ __________ ________ 

into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the 

ship was like to be broken” (Jonah 1:4). God is in control of the 

storm (Mark 4:39-41; Proverbs 30:4; Psalm 89:9; 107:25-27). It is 

almost like God said “Go,” Jonah said “No” and God said “Oh, we 

will see about that.” Remember, God always has the last word. 

 

“…BE SURE 

YOUR SIN 

WILL FIND 

YOU OUT.” 
Number 32:23 
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 DAVY JONES LOCKER – “So they took up 

Jonah, and ________ him forth into the sea: 

and the sea ceased from her raging” (Jonah 

1:15). After realizing that the storm was the 

result of Jonah running from God, they asked 

him what they could do to make the sea 

“calm” unto them. Jonah then told them to 

throw him overboard; nevertheless, they 

“rowed hard” to bring the boat to shore. Then 

when human efforts failed they prayed and 

then cast Jonah into the sea (Jonah 1:11-15) 

 

 DELIVERANCE – “Now the LORD had prepared __ __________ 

________ to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the 

fish three days and three nights” (Jonah 1:17). This could have been 

the end of Jonah, he could have and perhaps should have drowned. 

But God sent the “great fish” as a means of protection, not 

punishment. 

 

While there are several species of “great fish” that have the ability 

to shallow a human, Dr. Henry Morris believes it was the Sperm 

Whale or the Catodon Macrocephalus. It's known to have swallowed 

unusually large objects including sharks up to 15 feet. They have 

teeth but not for biting and chewing but, for gathering prey and so 

that seems to be the best candidate, and seals, penguins, and in some 

cases people have even been found who have survived.  

 

 
 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://ahistoryofnewyork.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/britannica-sperm-whale-480x186.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ahistoryofnewyork.com/2012/11/&h=186&w=480&tbnid=HPlFZq2q3RsoLM:&zoom=1&docid=wxVaXJFLLHcldM&hl=en&ei=dFRxVf7SJ-XsmAWPvIC4AQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CIYBEDMoYzBj
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.goodsalt.com/view/jonah-thrown-overboard.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.goodsalt.com/details/prcas2580.html&h=450&w=320&tbnid=oaGnNo4nlZAcIM:&zoom=1&docid=7TuY8GtUNeMqfM&hl=en&ei=DnxxVZ_QKqGxmAX4qoGgBg&tbm=isch&ved=0CCwQMygRMBE
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THE CONSEQUENCES OF DISOBEDIENCE 
 

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For ________ ____ ____ liveth to himself, and 

no man dieth to himself” (Romans 14:7). Our actions will affect others! In 

1624, John Donne, pastor and poet, wrote the sonnet “No man is an 

island;” to remind us that we are not isolated from one another, but 

interconnected. Jonah’s decision to disobey God affected others. 

 

 Myself – As we have already seen, 

Jonah’s choices have consequences. All 

of us are just like Jonah, often 

disobedient; fortunately like Jonah, we 

have a merciful God. Unfortunately, 

Jonah’s actions did affect his testimony, 

even to this day. 

 

 Mariners – “Then the mariners were ____________, and cried 

every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were in the 

ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down 

into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep” (Jonah 

1:5a). The word translated mariners, in verse 5, comes from the 

Hebrew noun used for “following the salt,” even today an old 

fisherman and sailors is called an “old salt”. Three times in chapter 

one, the Bible records that these seamen were fearful: 

 

1. Circumstances – “Then the mariners were ____________, and 

cried every man unto his god…” (Jonah 1:5a). These sailors 

were polytheistic and believed in a hierarchy of gods. John 

Walton explains, “Phoenicians or Canaanites may have 

worshiped Baal, Hadad, or Anat; Assyrians could have been 

worshipers of Assur, Ishtar, Ninurta, or Shamash; Babylonians 

would serve perhaps Marduk or Nabu.” 

2. Consequences – “Then were the men exceedingly __________, 

and said unto him, Why hast thou done this? For the men knew 

that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told 

them” (Jonah 1:10). 

A “JONAH” IS A 

SUPERSTITION AMONG 

SAILORS ABOUT A PERSON 

WHO BRINGS BAD LUCK. 
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3. Conversion – “Then the men ____________ the LORD 

exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the LORD, and made 

vows” (Jonah 1:16). Note that this is after “the sea ceased from 

her raging” (Jonah 1:15). 
 

 MERCHANTS – “Then the mariners were 

afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and 

cast forth the __________ that were in the ship 

into the sea, to lighten it of them…” (Jonah 

1:5a). The merchants were not even on the boat, 

yet Jonah’s actions affected them. The effects of our sin go much 

farther than we know. 
 

 MASTER (shipmaster) – “So the shipmaster came to him, and said 

unto him, What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, ________ ________ 

______ ______, if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish 

not” (Jonah 1:6). Nonbelievers often have a better understanding of 

how believers should behave than believers (see Matthew 27:22-24, 

63-64). 
 

 MEN OF NINEVEH – While I do not want to get into a deep 

theological debate, have you ever wondered what would have 

happened to the men of Nineveh if Jonah never went there to preach? 

Would God have raised up another prophet to take his place or would 

the people of Nineveh perished (compare Esther 4:14 and Romans 

10:13-15)?  

 

While we may never know the answer to that question, we do know 

that the Bible teaches that Jonah would have been held accountable 

(Ezekiel 33:6). At the Judgment Seat of Christ, will we have 

bloody hands or beautiful feet? 

 

 MIGHTY GOD – The nation of Israel and Jonah in particular were 

supposed to be a light unto the Gentiles, expressing the glory of God. 

They failed. Likewise, as Christians we are supposed to be a light 

unto the lost and glorify our Father (Matthew 5:16). 

http://imgite.com/
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 SOME ADDITIONAL FISH TALES 
 

As a young Christian I was often challenged 

about the miracles of the Bible, especially about 

Jonah being swallowed by a whale. While I did 

not know anything about apologetics, I did know 

the danger of picking and choosing what I 

believed.  
 

The story of Jonah is one of the most confronted 

miracles in the Bible, perhaps as we mentioned earlier because it 

represents the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. Cynics have 

devised all kinds of theories concerning the Book of Jonah—Jonah had 

a nightmare about being swallowed by a whale, that he was involved in 

a shipwreck and the ship that rescued him had a fish for its figurehead, 

that he took refuge in the dead carcass of a fish during a storm or that 

the Book is merely mythical like Hercules and the sea monster. 
 

Historically there are numerous stories of people being swallowed by 

whales and other great fishes. Allow me to share just a few from 

Australian author, J. Sidlow Baxter’s book, Explore the Book: 
 

 Mr G.H. Henn, a resident of Birmingham, reported the following 

story to the Daily Mail in 1928: 
 

My own experience was in Birmingham about twenty-five years 

ago, when the carcass of a whale was displayed for a week on a 

vacant land in Navigation Street, outside of New Street station. 
 

I was one of twelve men, who went into its mouth, passed through 

its throat, and moved in what was equivalent to a fair-sized room.  

Its throat was large enough to serve as a door.  Obviously it would 

be quite easy for a whale of this kind to swallow a man. 
 

 In Sir Francis Fox's book, Sixty-three Years of Engineering, he 

records that as the manager of a whaling station, sperm whales would 

swallow lumps of food eight feet in diameter and that in one whale 

they found "the skeleton of a shark sixteen feet in length.” 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://vecto.rs/1024/vector-of-a-cartoon-fish-reading-a-story-book-coloring-page-outline-by-ron-leishman-20344.jpg&imgrefurl=http://vecto.rs/design/vector-of-a-cartoon-fish-reading-a-story-book-coloring-page-outline-by-ron-leishman-20344&h=1044&w=1024&tbnid=Yybd-61wmPOKXM:&zoom=1&docid=tZ-vfvGaT9SlrM&hl=en&ei=6BRCVcaSMobHmAX-iIGgDg&tbm=isch&ved=0CFIQMygvMC8
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 Sir Francis Fox also recorded the following story which was carefully 

investigated by two scientists, one of whom was M. de Parville, editor 

of the Journal des Debats of Paris. 
 

In February, 1891, the whale-ship Star of the East was in the 

vicinity of the Falkland Islands, and the look-out sighted a large 

sperm whale three miles away.  Two boats were lowered, and in 

a short time one of the harpooners was enabled to spear the fish.  

The second boat attacked the whale, but was upset by a lash of its 

tail, and the men thrown into the sea, one being drowned, and 

another, James Bartley, having disappeared, could not be found.  

The whale was killed, and in a few hours the great body was lying 

by the ship's side, and the crew busy with the axes and spades 

removing the blubber.  They worked all day and part of the night.  

Next day they attached some tackle to the stomach, which was 

hoisted on deck. The sailors were startled by spasmodic signs of 

life, and inside was found the missing sailor, doubled up and 

unconscious.  He was laid on the deck and treated to a bath of sea-

water which soon revived him; but his mind was not clear, and he 

was placed in the captain's quarters, where he remained two 

weeks a raving lunatic.  He was kindly and carefully treated by 

the captain, and by the officers of the ship, and gradually gained 

possession of his senses.  At the end of the third week he had 

entirely recovered from the shock, and resumed his duties. 
 

During his sojourn in the whale's stomach Bartley's skin, exposed 

to the action of the gastric juices, underwent a striking change.  

His face, neck, and hands were bleached to a deadly whiteness, 

and took on the appearance of parchment.  Bartley affirms that he 

would probably have lived inside his house of flesh until he 

starved, for he lost his senses through fright and not from lack of 

air. 
 

 In the book, The Cruise of the Cachalot, Frank Bullen records that the 

cachalot or sperm whale always ejects the contents of its stomach 

when dying.  He goes on to state that he witnessed some ejections 

which consisted of huge masses "eight feet by six feet into six feet.” 
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MAN OVERBOARD 
JONAH CHAPTER TWO 

 

In this chapter we will see Jonah’s distress as he repents 

and reconsiders God’s mission. We also see God’s 

pardon. 
 

Do you recall Carlo Collodi’s 19th century tale of the trials and 

temptations of a wooden puppet in The Adventures of Pinocchio? It was 

not until Pinocchio, Jimmy Cricket and Geppetto spent some in Monstro 

the whale that Pinocchio learned the value of obedience and the 

meaning of life. Whale bellies have a tendency to do that, they help us 

sort out what is really important. Or as Samuel Johnson said, “Nothing 

clears the mind like the certain knowledge that you will be shot in the 

morning." 
 

As R. T. Kendall put it. “The belly of the fish is not a happy place to 

live, but it is a good place to learn.” The Psalmist wrote: “It is good 

for me that I have been afflicted; that I might __________ thy statutes” 

(Psalm 119:71). 
 

JONAH’S DREADFUL PRISON 
 

“Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up 

Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days 

and three nights” (Jonah 1:17).  
 

Numerous questions have been asked concerning this “great fish” and 

Jonah such as, ‘What type of fish was it? How is it possible for Jonah to 

remain alive three days and three nights inside of the fish? Did Jonah 

literally die inside the fish? When did he start to pray?’ While some of 

these questions have already been answered in our notes, there are many 

that I do not know the answer to. Thomas John Carlisle said, “I as o 

obsessed with what was going on inside the whale that I missed the 

drama inside Jonah!” 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://sr.photos2.fotosearch.com/bthumb/CSP/CSP165/k1658528.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.fotosearch.com/photos-images/tail-fin.html&h=114&w=170&tbnid=W-YxAGt4us26UM:&zoom=1&docid=GZ3--wB8hMpi0M&hl=en&ei=4tyjVKyvL4Xp8gXlywI&tbm=isch&ved=0CCUQMygKMAo&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1710&page=2&start=8&ndsp=12
http://i1.wp.com/pastordodd.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/jonah-in-the-whale.jpg
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JONAH’S DESPERATE PRAYER 
 

“Then Jonah ____________ unto the LORD his God out of the fish's 

belly” (Jonah 2:1). This is the first time we have any record of Jonah 

praying. There is no record of him praying about going to Nineveh when 

God first called him, there is no record of him praying about his decision 

to go to Joppa or Tarshish. Nor do we find any record of him praying 

when the storm comes up and the mariners were praying unto their gods. 

We do not even find him praying when the shipmaster wakes him and 

challenges him to pray. 
 

Jonah is now desperate in prayer, he is beginning to feel what the 

mariners felt on board the ship, what the people of Nineveh will perhaps 

soon feel. Vance Havner used to say: "The tragedy of today is that the 

situation is desperate but the saints are not." 
 

 REPENTANCE – He starts out praying because of his affliction 

and ends up praying because of his affection. “And said, I cried by 

reason of mine __________________ unto the LORD, and he heard 

me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice” 

(Jonah 2:2). He begins by confessing that the reason he is coming to 

the LORD is because of his “affliction” or chastening.  The first step 

of getting right with God is honesty, to confess means to agree with or 

to say “God you are right.” 
 

 RECOGNITION – Secondly, he acknowledges that it is God that has 

judged him. “For ________ hadst cast me into the 

deep, in the midst of the seas; and the floods 

compassed me about: all ______ billows and 

______ waves passed over me” (Jonah 2:3 also see 

CETOLOGY 
 

Comes from the Greek words kētos, meaning "whale" (this is the same 

word Jesus used in Matthew 12:40) and logia meaning “study.”  

It is the branch of zoology that studies whales and dolphins  

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/clip-arts/897/cute-whale-clip-art-897119.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cliparthut.com/cute-whale-clip-art-clipart-26a7FX.html&h=143&w=150&tbnid=Q27-26xixrnWbM:&zoom=1&docid=ri-2pT3h24P_6M&hl=en&ei=xhN4Va-jAeO5mAWmuoPQBg&tbm=isch&ved=0CDUQMygxMDE4yAFqFQoTCK-e4d33hMYCFeMcpgodJt0Aag
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://images.sharefaith.com/images/3/1222964365750_446/img_mouseover3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sharefaith.com/image/desperate-prayer-clipart.html&h=249&w=388&tbnid=03viL3in80a7tM:&zoom=1&docid=cZlgQcQAx5kTQM&hl=en&ei=EsR4VbnxHYO8mgXA04KoBg&tbm=isch&ved=0CBoQMygWMBY4ZGoVChMIucLM7p-GxgIVA56mCh3AqQBl
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Psalm 51:4). This is the recognition of God’s sovereignty, He is in 

control.  Jonah recognizes that even though it was the mariners who 

threw him overboard, it was God who orchestrated it (also see Saul’s 

death). 
 

Jonah quotes the Psalms at least 9 times 

in his prayer. So often, that this chapter is 

often called the “Psalm of Jonah.” It was 

here in the darkness of the whale’s belly 

that God gave Jonah “songs in the night” 

(Job 35:10). Jesus also turned to the 

Psalms for comfort (Luke 24:44). 
 

JONAH QUOTE PSALM 
2:2 “he heard me” 34:6 

2:3 “all thy billows and thy waves passed over me” 42:7 

2:4 “I am cast out of thy sight” 31:22 

2:5 “The waters compassed me about, even to the soul” 69:1 

2:6 “thou brought up my life” 30:3 

2:7a “When my soul fainted within me” 147:3 

2:7b “into thine holy temple” 18:6 

2:8 “lying vanities” 31:6 

2:9 “Salvation is of the LORD” 3:8 

 

 REALIZATION – “Then I said, I am cast out of ______ sight…” 

(Jonah 2:4a).  There is an old adage that says, "Be careful what you 

wish for, it might come true." Sometimes, like Jonah, we can get what 

we want, but lose what we had (Genesis 25:34). British Bible Scholar, 

Peter Craigie wrote, “Jonah has been rescued from drowning, but he 

is still in deep water!”  
 

 RESTORATION – “…yet I will look again ____________ thy holy 

temple” (Jonah 2:4b). Perhaps Jonah recalls 

the prayer of Solomon as he dedicates the 

temple, that if any had a need they should 

“…spread forth his hands toward this house” 

(I Kings 8:38 also see Psalm 138:2).  

“MOST OF 

SCRIPTURE SPEAKS 

TO US, BUT THE 

PSALMS SPEAK FOR 

US.” 
Athanasius 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.crystalinks.com/solomon_temple.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.crystalinks.com/solomonstemple.html&h=357&w=600&tbnid=mFe1vc7YUW-zXM:&zoom=1&docid=d5C9fJ1Rrnz4wM&hl=en&ei=fpx6VayMH-O2mwWRnYHYCw&tbm=isch&ved=0CCAQMygFMAVqFQoTCKzDpbPiicYCFWPbpgodkU4Auw
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 REGRET – “The waters compassed me 

about, ________ ____ ______ 

________: the depth closed me round 

about, the weeds were wrapped about 

my head” (Jonah 2:5).  My pastor, 

Bruce Cummons, used to say that those “weeds” were a strange halo 

for a prophet. I heard another preacher say that he was once 

swimming in the ocean and got caught up in a bunch of seaweed and 

the only thing he could do was yell “kelp, kelp!” 
 

 RECOVERY – “I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the 

earth with her bars was about me for ever: ______ hast thou brought 

up my life from corruption, O LORD my God” (Jonah 2:6). When we 

are driven to our knees, we are in the perfect position to pray. 

Abraham Lincoln wrote: “I have been driven many times upon my 

knees by the overwhelming conviction that I had nowhere else to go. 

My own wisdom, and that of all about me, seemed insufficient for the 

day.” 
 

 REMEMBRANCE – “When my soul fainted 

within me I ____________________ the 

LORD: and my prayer came in unto thee, into 

thine holy temple” (Jonah 2:7). Jonah was on 

the verge of giving up, can you imagine the 

darkness, the humility, the heat (the temperature inside a whale is 37 

degrees Celsius/98.6 degrees Fahrenheit), the stench, gastric acids 

eating away the hair and skin, the constant motion and changing 

pressures of the ocean – talk about sea sickness. Yet in the midst of 

all this, Jonah remembers the Lord. What are you going through? 
 

 REFLECTION – “They that observe lying vanities forsake their own 

mercy” (Jonah 2:8). The word vanity means emptiness, lying 

vanities are those things which promise much, but give little. Jonah 

has been chasing his own dreams, desires and destiny; instead of 

seeking God.   

“THERE IS NO PIT SO 

DEEP, THAT GOD'S LOVE 

IS NOT DEEPER STILL.” 
Corrie ten Boom 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/d3/fc/24/d3fc2444760ffba5b3552881ed4fe7fb.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.pinterest.com/leekroehn/colouring-pages/&h=208&w=236&tbnid=mMiX3_5EDpr-yM:&zoom=1&docid=Yh0QcaFOse1jzM&hl=en&ei=r6N6VcXyLeHvmAX50oKIBg&tbm=isch&ved=0CBMQMygPMA84yAFqFQoTCIWGoqHpicYCFeE3pgodeakAYQ
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JONAH’S DEFINITE PROMISE 
 

 PRAISE – “But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of 

thanksgiving…” (Jonah 2:9a). Throughout this chapter we do not 

find Jonah requesting to be delivered, we do find his offering of 

“thanksgiving.” We should “give thanks to the LORD, because he is 

good;” not because our circumstances or situation is good (I 

Chronicles 16:34). Also, remember that a “sacrifice” ought to cost 

you something. 
 

 PURPOSE – “…I will pay that that I have vowed” (Jonah 2:9b). 

God does not take our vows lightly (Ecclesiastes 5:4-5), Jonah is 

now ready to do what God wants. 
 

 PROCLAMATION – “Salvation is of the LORD” (Jonah 2:9c). 
 

J. Vernon McGee called this the most important statement in the 

Book of Jonah. I remember my pastor, Dr. Bruce Cummons, 

preaching on this passage over 30 years ago and he said that when 

Jonah made the proclamation that “Salvation is of the LORD,” it 

made the “great fish” sick. He then smiled and said “it makes a lot 

of liberal preachers sick too.” 
 

CONCLUSION  
 

“And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited 

out Jonah upon the dry land” (Jonah 2:10). One 

author entitled this chapter, Praying Prophets and 

Puking Fish.  
 

I read about a Sunday school teacher who after relating the story of 

Jonah said, “Now boys and girls, what did we learn from the story of 

Jonah?” A little girl raised her hand and said, “We learned that people 

make whales sick.” Then a little boy raised his hand and said, “We 

learned that you can’t keep a good man down.” 

 

http://imgite.com/
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REVIVAL IN NINEVEH 
JONAH CHAPTER THREE 

 

In this chapter we will see Jonah’s discovery as he 

experiences revival and reaches God’s mission. In this 

chapter we see God’s pardon. 
 

THE POSSIBILITIES OF REVIVAL 
 

The Welsh Revival of 1904 began with Evan Roberts preaching to a 

group of young people in his home. That evening he challenged them 

with the following four points: 
 

 CONFESS ALL KNOWN SIN 

 GET RID OF ANYTHING DOUBTFUL IN YOUR LIFE 

 BE READY TO OBEY THE HOLY SPIRIT INSTANTLY 

 CONFESS JESUS CHRIST PUBLICLY 
 

By the end of the first week, sixty people committed to these four 

principles. Within a year, 100,000 people were converted to Jesus Christ 

and were added to the church.  
 

Notice some of the outward results of the revival: 

 

Many of the dockworkers who were converted 

during the revival began returning items they 

had stolen from the shipyards. Suddenly, there 

were huge piles of wheelbarrows, hammers and 

other items stacked on the docks to be returned. 

It began such a problem that the owners began 

to put up signs such as, “If you have been led by 

God to return what you have stolen, please know 

that the management forgives you and wishes 

you to keep what you took.” 

”WILT THOU 

NOT REVIVE US 

AGAIN: THAT 

THY PEOPLE 

MAY REJOICE 

IN THEE?” 
Psalm 85:6 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://sr.photos2.fotosearch.com/bthumb/CSP/CSP165/k1658528.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.fotosearch.com/photos-images/tail-fin.html&h=114&w=170&tbnid=W-YxAGt4us26UM:&zoom=1&docid=GZ3--wB8hMpi0M&hl=en&ei=4tyjVKyvL4Xp8gXlywI&tbm=isch&ved=0CCUQMygKMAo&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1710&page=2&start=8&ndsp=12
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Much of Wales’s economy was driven by coal. The 

coal was moved by mule train. As a result of the 

miners becoming Christians the mules had to be 

retrained to carry the coal. The miners language had 

so changed that the mules did not understand them. 

 

A visitor to Wales asked a policeman where the revival was (the police 

had begun to wear white gloves to symbolize there was no crime) and 

he pointed to his heart and said, “The revival is here.” 

 

THE PREPARATION OF REVIVAL 
 

The phrase “the Lord had prepared” and similar expressions provide 

one of the key thoughts in the Book of Jonah (see Jonah 1:17; 2:10; 4:6, 

7, 8). H.A. Ironside wrote:   

 

Unquestionably the great theme of this book is the divine 

sovereignty. The expressions "The Lord prepared" and "God 

prepared," frequently repeated, would manifest this. Throughout, 

however, man may plan, and whatever he may attempt, it is God 

who is over all, and working all things in such a way as to bring 

glory to His own name... 

 

God not only prepared Jonah to deliver His message, but I also believe 

that He prepared the Ninevites to receive God’s message. 

 

 FAMINE – There was a famine in Assyria 

in 765 and 759 B.C.  God often uses 

physical catastrophes to prepare people for 

His message (Haggai 1:9-11; Ezekiel 

14:21 balanced with Luke 13:1-5). 

 

 NATIONAL DECLINE – In Nineveh, capital of Assyria, the world 

power (900-607 B.C.) was in a temporary decline which lasted 

about 50 years.      
 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.virtualhorses.com/graphics/donkey.gif&imgrefurl=http://animal-kid.com/pack-mule-clipart.html&h=200&w=232&tbnid=Xt3PZF9FLvvhBM:&zoom=1&docid=uEeCvyyGZx1wYM&hl=en&ei=2yyCVYOfGOTVmAW7wYPoBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CGYQMyhAMEA
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 TOTAL ECLIPSE – This is known as the Assyrian eclipse or Bur-

Sagale Eclipse. It was recorded in the Assyrian eponym lists 

(calendar), most likely during the ninth year of the reign of king 

Ashur-dan III. Henry Rawlinson gives the dates as June 15, 763 

B.C.  
 

Historically, people associated eclipses with the supernatural and 

God may have used this event to prepare the people of Nineveh for 

Jonah’s message. 
 

 CULTURE – The city of Nineveh was originally 

symbolized as a fish inside the womb of a human 

female, thus they would worship the fish god, Nanshe, 

the daughter of Ea, the fish goddess of fresh water. 

They also worshiped the fish god, Dagon, who had 

the head of a fish and the body of a man.   
 

 SIGN – “For as Jonas was a ________ unto the Ninevites, so shall 

also the Son of man be to this generation” (Luke 11:30).  In 1926, 

Dr. Harry Rimmer, President of the Research Science Bureau of Los 

Angeles, interviewed a man who had spent 48 hours inside a 

gigantic Rhinodom (a whale shark) in the English Channel. He 

speaks of his personal appearance was devoid of hair and patches of 

yellowish-brown covered his entire skin. 
 

 PREACHING –“The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this 

generation, and shall condemn it: because they 

repented at the __________________ of Jonas; 

and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here” 

Matthew 12:41).  
 

“For after that in the wisdom of God the world 

by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the 

foolishness of __________________ to save 

them that believe” (Romans 1:21). 

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cd/Dagon.gif&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dagon.gif&h=700&w=718&tbnid=LTT65kAtbyH53M:&zoom=1&docid=Tq56v2QXd8AmxM&hl=en&ei=QIx9VfPzJaHTmAXkhoL4DA&tbm=isch&ved=0CAgQMygEMAQ4ZGoVChMI85PUqq-PxgIVoSmmCh1kgwDP
http://picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/7KgXX4oMGiuZF2YNAn4rew?feat=embedwebsite
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THE PARTICIPANTS OF REVIVAL 
 

In this chapter we find three examples of repentance; 

 

 JONAH – GOD TURNS A MESS INTO A MESSAGE 

 
1. The Perseverance of His 

Message – “And the word of 

the LORD came unto Jonah the 

____________ time, saying” 

(Jonah 3:1). God is a God of 

the second chance. As Elihu 

reminds Job that God gives us 

chance and chance after chance 

(Job 33:29). We see this truth 

not only illustrated in 

Scripture, but in our own lives. 

 

Louisa Tarkington wrote a poem called “The Land of Beginning 

Again.” 
 

I wish that there were some wonderful place 

In the Land of Beginning Again. 

Where all our mistakes and all our heartaches 

And all of our poor selfish grief 

Could be dropped like a shabby old coat at the door 

and never put on again…. 

 

 

DO NOT PRESUME ON THE GRACE OF GOD BY THINKING THAT 

YOU CAN GET RIGHT WITH GOD ANYTIME YOU WANT TO, ON 

YOUR TIME TABLE (see Numbers 14:40-45). 

IT IS OF THE LORD'S 

MERCIES THAT WE ARE 

NOT CONSUMED, BECAUSE 

HIS COMPASSIONS FAIL 

NOT. THEY ARE NEW 

EVERY MORNING: GREAT 

IS THY FAITHFULNESS. 
Lamentations 3:23-24 
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2. The Proclamation of His Message – “Arise, go unto Nineveh, 

that great city, and ____________ unto it the preaching that I 

bid thee” (Jonah 3:2). Although God’s commands to Jonah has 

been delayed, it has not been changed (However, there is a slight 

difference the command in Jonah 1:2, “…cry against it…” and 

Jonah 3:2, “…preach unto it…” While the actions are the same, 

the motives are different). 
 

3. The Place of His Message – “So Jonah arose, and went unto 

______________, according to the word of the LORD. Now 

Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days' journey” 

(Jonah 3:3). Nineveh is called a “great city” four times in this 

book (Jonah 1:2; 3:2-3; 4:11). Bible critics used to doubt the 

existence of Nineveh until 1845 when Sir Austen Layard and 

George Smith began excavating the ancient city. 
 

Nineveh included five surrounding cities together which were 60 

miles in circumference (The Greek historian Herodotus 

described a “day’s journey” as about 150 stadia, or six miles 

with a diameter of about 18 miles). There were great aqueducts 

and canals, huge gardens. There was even a library from which 

archaeologists have discovered 16,000 volumes…some of which 

describe creation and the flood.  
 

Nineveh proper was surrounded by a huge wall 10 stories high 

and wide enough on the top for three chariots to run abreast. 

There were 1500 towers equally spaced around the wall each 20 

stories tall. These towers served both as watchtowers for any 

approaching enemy and as storehouses for weapons. These 

weapons could be transported quickly on chariots or wagons that 

would speed around the top of the wall to places where they 

were needed in time of attack.  
 

The combined population of 

the area must have been 

between six hundred thousand 

and a million.  

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://i292.photobucket.com/albums/mm27/iam733_photos/ASSYRIA/1Nineveh.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.allempires.com/Forum/forum_posts.asp?TID%3D30212&h=325&w=661&tbnid=BN5YSD12OHpYmM:&zoom=1&docid=PTvVVKlK8vay0M&hl=en&ei=3XqFVcaNJ8PWmAX7Jw&tbm=isch&ved=0CF4QMyg7MDs
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J. Vernon McGee wrote: 
 

They were given over to idolatry, their cruelty and brutality 

to their enemies were unspeakable, and there was gross 

immorality in the city. It was a city of wine and women, of 

the bottle and the brothel, of sauce and sex. These were the 

things that identified the great city of Nineveh. 
 

4. The Passion of His Message – 

“And Jonah began to enter into the 

city a day's journey, and he 

__________, and said, Yet forty 

days, and Nineveh shall be 

overthrown” (Jonah 3:4). In chapter 

two, we hear Jonah cry unto the 

Lord, now he is expressing that 

same desperation as he “cries” unto 

the Ninevites. It was just a one line sermon, eight words…but it 

had a “whale of an impact!” 
 

 THE NINEVITES – GOD TURNS A MESS INTO A MIRACLE 

 

The Ninevites repentance results in the greatest revival in history. 

 

1. FAITH – “So the people of Nineveh 

________________ God, and proclaimed a fast, 

and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them 

even to the least of them” (Jonah 3:5). Sackcloth 

was a coarse, rough, dark-coloured cloth, usually 

made of goat hair or cotton.  It was used for making 

sacks for grain, somewhat like a burlap bag. It represented 

humiliation and mourning. 
 

2. FASTING – The king gets in on it. His name, very likely, he’s 

either Adad-nirari III, for those of you who are interested in 

history, or Assurdan III; we know those names from ancient 

history. 

THE NUMBER FORTY WAS 

OFTEN USED IN THE 

SCRIPTURES OF A PERIOD 

OF TESTING (GENESIS 7:17; 

EXODUS 24:18; NUMBERS 

13:25; 14:33; MATTHEW 

4:2; ACTS 1:3). 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.biblevisuals.org/images/look_inside_bvi/visualized_bible/NT/NT19_illustrations/NT19_P07_illustrations.jpg&imgrefurl=http://revivalfocusforum.com/2013/07/29/why-there-is-hope-for-the-humble/&h=220&w=165&tbnid=ED3HYL4BWPAwrM:&zoom=1&docid=LXPfJwiEdRmOyM&hl=en&ei=1n59Vd-BOeT6mQWOo5-YDQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CEYQMyggMCBqFQoTCN_ErMWij8YCFWR9pgodjtEH0w
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For word came unto the ________ of Nineveh, and he arose 

from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered 

him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. And he caused it to be 

proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of 

the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, 

herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink 

water: But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and 

cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his 

evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands. Who 

can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his 

fierce anger, that we perish not? (Jonah 3:6-9). 

 

3. FORGIVENESS – “…Thou art a gracious God, and 

________________, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and 

repentest thee of the evil” (Jonah 4:2b also see Psalm 78:38). 

 

 GOD – GOD TURNS A MESS INTO AMAZING – “And God saw their 

works, that they turned from their evil way; and God 

________________ of the evil, that he had said that he would do 

unto them; and he did it not” (Jonah 3:10).  

 

Jeremiah writes: “At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, 

and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to 

destroy it; If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn 

from their evil, I will ____________ of the evil that I thought to do 

unto them” (Jeremiah 18:7-8). 

 

It is interesting that even today, the Assyrian Christians trace their roots 

to ancient Nineveh when God demonstrated His love to them. 

 

Is there someone in your life who you could not imagine becoming a 

Christian?  
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EVANGELISM OR ENVIRONMENTALISM 
JONAH CHAPTER FOUR 

 

In this chapter we will see Jonah’s displeasure when he 

regrets the revelation of God’s mission. We also see 

God’s pity. 

 I believe that God is in interested in the environment, in 

fact, His concern for the animal kingdom is referred to in verse 11, but 

our main concern must be on people and evangelism. Remember, God 

so loved the world, not the earth (John 3:16). 

 

Before we say Bon Voyage to Jonah, we will note that God asks him 

three questions which reveal: 

 

JONAH’S MISDIRECTED PERSPECTIVE  
 

Three points to consider. 

 

 HIS DIFFICULTIES WITH GOD – “But it ___________________ 

Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry” (Jonah 4:1). Sometimes 

we may wonder how a good God allows bad things to happen to 

good people. Jonah questioned why a good God would allow good 

things to happen to a bad people. 

 

While God turned from His anger, Jonah was not willing to. He was 

reviled by the revival in Nineveh (1-4), yet he grieved for the gourd 

(5-8) and had no pity for the city (9-11). 

 

 HIS DOCTRINE OF GOD – “And he prayed 

unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O 

LORD, was not this my saying, when I was 

yet in my country? Therefore I fled before 

unto Tarshish: for I _______ that thou art a 

gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://sr.photos2.fotosearch.com/bthumb/CSP/CSP165/k1658528.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.fotosearch.com/photos-images/tail-fin.html&h=114&w=170&tbnid=W-YxAGt4us26UM:&zoom=1&docid=GZ3--wB8hMpi0M&hl=en&ei=4tyjVKyvL4Xp8gXlywI&tbm=isch&ved=0CCUQMygKMAo&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1710&page=2&start=8&ndsp=12
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://christrescuemission.org/yahoo_site_admin/assets/images/Holy-Bible.163205658.jpg&imgrefurl=http://christrescuemission.org/14walking_in_the_spirit__flesh_versus_spiritual_nature&h=709&w=800&tbnid=xiFX0HrQH2L1QM:&zoom=1&docid=tn8tbJCbs4W5DM&hl=en&ei=1ZiMVY6wDofx8gW3gZCwCg&tbm=isch&ved=0CD0QMygXMBc
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and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil” (Jonah 4:2). 

This passage is based on Exodus 34:6-7, one of the greatest 

statements in the Old Testament about God’s gracious character. 

 

1. Gracious – The emphasis is placed on 

the giver, giving us what we do not 

deserve. 

2. Merciful – Here the emphasis is on the 

recipient, not receiving what we deserve.  

3. Slow to anger – Has the idea of 

longsuffering. It’s interesting that it is 

translated from the word meaning “long 

of nose” (anger is often indicated by 

rapid, violent breathing through the 

nostrils).  

4. Great Kindness – Max Lucado wrote, 

“Our Saviour kneels down and gazes 

upon the darkest acts of our lives. But 

rather than recoil in horror, he reaches out in kindness and says, 

'I can clean that if you want.' And from the basin of his grace, he 

scoops a palm full of mercy and washes our sin.” 

 

Leonard Ravenhill said, "Your doctrine can be as straight as a gun 

barrel…and just as empty!"  

 

 HIS DETHRONING OF GOD – “Therefore now, O LORD, take, __ 

beseech thee, ____ life from ____; for it is better for ____ to die 

than to live. Then said the LORD, Doest thou well to be angry?” 

(Jonah 4:3-4).   Note the constant use of personal pronouns in this 

passage, it is as if Jonah is seeking his will more than God’s will. 

One author said, “Jonah prayed his best prayer in the worst place, 

the fish’s belly; and he prayed his worst prayer in the best place, the 

revival of Nineveh.  His first prayer came from a broken heart and 

his second prayer came from an angry heart.” 

 

“And rend your 

heart, and not 

your garments, 

and turn unto the 

LORD your God: 

for he is gracious 

and merciful, 

slow to anger, 

and of great 

kindness, and 

repenteth him of 

the evil.” 
Joel 2:13 
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JONAH’S MISTAKEN PRIORITIES 
 

Mark Adams tells the story of the time he heard Tony Campolo speak at 

a pastor’s conference in Maryland. As part of his message Campolo 

angrily said, “Yesterday 30,000 children around the world starved to 

death and you don’t give a ‘blankety blank.’” And I remember thinking, 

Oh…Tony…you shouldn’t have said that. You’re only going to get 

these ministers mad at you. And I could see that they were indeed angry 

at his cursing. But then just as all of us had moved up to the edge of our 

seats in sort of a defensive posture Campolo said, “…The sad thing is 

you pastors are more upset that I said ‘blankety blank’ than you are that 

30,000 children starved to death yesterday.” Well a silence descended 

over the room and almost in unison all of us slunk back into our seats 

thinking, He’s right! O God, how did our priorities get so mixed up? 

When did we become so calloused to human need? 
 

A test of priority is simply this – “What do I get excited about and 

what do I get mad about?” 
 

Jonah had forgotten: 
 

 GOD’S CALLING – “So Jonah went 

______ of the city, and sat on the east 

side of the city, and there made him a 

booth, and sat under it in the shadow, till 

he might see what would become of the 

city” (Jonah 4:5). Jonah goes “out of the 

city.” We do not read that God cancelled his assignment.  “For the 

gifts and ______________ of God are without repentance” (Romans 

11:29).  
 

Jonah made the same mistake many angry people make: 
 

1. Jonah quit 

2. Jonah separated himself from others 

3. Jonah became a spectator 

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/61/Book_of_Jonah_Chapter_4-3_(Bible_Illustrations_by_Sweet_Media).jpg&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Book_of_Jonah_Chapter_4-3_(Bible_Illustrations_by_Sweet_Media).jpg&h=610&w=831&tbnid=Wl1Q63RbVeYqCM:&zoom=1&docid=Kcj3SRznzSgOTM&ei=-8CGVdi0Aofx8gWvpoRI&tbm=isch&ved=0CDsQMygVMBU
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 GOD’S CONTROL – “And the LORD God ________________…” 

(Jonah 4:6a). Four times in the Book of Jonah we read that God 

“prepared…” The whale, the weed (gourd), the worm and the wind 

all acknowledge and obey him. The one who seemly forgot God’s 

sovereignty was Jonah. 

 

 GOD’S COMFORT  

 

1. A Gourd – “…a gourd, and made 

it to come up over Jonah, that it 

might be a shadow over his head, to 

deliver him from his grief. So Jonah 

was exceeding ________ of the 

gourd” (Jonah 4:6b). This is the 

first time we read about Jonah being 

“glad” about anything. Jonah has forgotten that God is called 

“the God of all comfort” (II Corinthians 1:3) and is now seeking 

his own comfort by taking his “ease” (Amos 6:1). 

 

Lee Tian, a famous Shanghai pastor, said these words:  

 

“Consumerism makes you think you don't have to suffer to 

follow Jesus. It makes you think you can have lots of things 

and Christ as well. In reality you end up with lots of things, 

and most of the time you don't even realize Christ has 

gone…It could be that consumerism is a more effective 

killer of Christianity than communism ever was.” 

PERSECUTION IS ONLY 

SATAN'S SECOND BEST 

WEAPON, HIS FIRST IS 

MATERIALISM. 
G. Campbell Morgan 

NEVERTHELESS, THE REAL WORK OF PREPARATION HAPPENED IN JONAH. 

WHAT GOD REALLY PREPARED WAS A PERSON, A PROPHET. I WOULD 

SUGGEST TO SOME OF YOU HERE WHO HAVE TO BEAR DOUBLE TROUBLE THAT 

GOD MAY BE PREPARING YOU FOR DOUBLE USEFULNESS, OR HE MAY BE 

WORKING OUT OF YOU SOME UNUSUAL FORM OF EVIL WHICH MIGHT NOT BE 

DRIVEN OUT OF YOU UNLESS HIS HOLY SPIRIT HAD USED THESE MYSTERIOUS 

METHODS WITH YOU TO TEACH YOU MORE FULLY HIS MIND.  
Charles Spurgeon 
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2. A Worm – “But God prepared a worm when the 

morning rose the next day, and it __________ the 

gourd that it withered.” (Jonah 4:7). These are the 

little irritations of life, as one preacher said, “God 

sent a little grub to destroy Jonah’s little shrub.” 

 

3. A Wind – “And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that 

God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the 

head of Jonah, that he ______________, and wished in himself 

to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live” (Jonah 

4:8). These winds were known as a “sirocco” and Jonah did not 

even have a tube of sunscreen 

 

 GOD’S COMPASSION – “And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well 

to be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do well to be angry, even 

unto death. Then said the LORD, Thou hast had ________ on the 

gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow; 

which came up in a night, and perished in a night” (Jonah 4:9-10).  

 

As believers, I think that we have the responsibility of being 

caretakers of the earth (Genesis 1:26-28) and that we should be 

interested in the welfare of animals (Proverbs 12:10), however, as I 

stated earlier, our primary concern must be for the eternal souls of 

men, women, boys and girls. We must learn the difference between 

what is perishable and what is permanent. 

 

JONAH’S MISGUIDED PASSION  
 

The final question God asks Jonah was about his love 

 

“And should not I __________ Nineveh, that 

great city, wherein are more than sixscore 

thousand persons that cannot discern 

between their right hand and their left hand; 

and also much cattle?” (Jonah 4:11). 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://blog.eteacherbiblical.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/clip_image0012.jpg&imgrefurl=http://blog.eteacherbiblical.com/2010/03/15/shamir-the-magical-worm/&h=299&w=350&tbnid=YFpWVQNNXWtpKM:&zoom=1&docid=h_k5z7rF3wDa8M&ei=yTeHVYrhINH-8QWDl4J4&tbm=isch&ved=0CE4QMyhKMEo4yAE
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://clipartlog.com/sites/default/files/wp-content/uploads/2009/01/love-story.png&imgrefurl=http://clipartlog.com/2009/03/love-story-clip-art&h=223&w=600&tbnid=DidFbZazZ3G7iM:&zoom=1&docid=oaPG94Dl5nEAwM&hl=en&ei=mZyMVeDDDIWH8QX92Ij4Cw&tbm=isch&ved=0CBgQMygUMBQ4ZA
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While the general consensus is that these 120,000 thousand people that 

“cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand” represents 

children, others believe that it represents those who cannot tell the 

difference between right and wrong. In either case, God expresses His 

love toward them. 

 

Thomas Carlisle wrote a poem called “You, Jonah.” The last two 

stanzas go this way:   

                              

And Jonah stalked 

To his shaded seat 

And waited for God 

To come around 

To his way of thinking. 

 

And God is still waiting 

For a host of Jonahs 

In their comfortable houses 

To come around 

To his way of loving. 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

There are only two Books in the Bible that 

end with a question mark, the Books of 

Jonah and Nahum, incidentally, they both 

deal with the city of Nineveh.  Did Jonah 

stay in Assyria or return home to 

Gathhepher? Did he ever get right with 

God? Did he quit the ministry or continue 

preaching? While we will never be sure, this side of glory, there are 

several clues from history. 

 

1. There is a Jewish tradition says that after God said the words of 

Jonah 4:11, that Jonah then fell on his face and said: “Govern 

AMERICAN AUTHOR, BEST 

KNOWN FOR HIS SHORT 

STORIES WROTE A CLASSIC 

OPEN ENDED STORY IN 

1884, CALLED THE LADY 

OR THE TIGER? 
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your world according to the measure of mercy, as it is said, To 

the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness.” 

2. In Mosul (Nineveh) there is an area that has been known as 

Jonah’s Hill for centuries. 

3. Jonah’s Tomb is also traditionally located in Mosul. 

4. The Assyrian Christians trace their roots back to Jonah  

5. Michelangelo spent more time on his painting of Jonah than on 

his others characters in the Sistine Chapel because he believe 

that God transformed him into a messager of grace. 

6. Most commentators agree that Jonah is the author of this Book, 

indicating his honesty and transparency. 

7. The famous Scottish preacher Alexander Whyte believed that 

Jonah did experience a change of heart. He wrote, “But Jonah 

came to himself again during those five-and-twenty days or so, 

from the east gate of Nineveh back to Gathhepher his father’s 

house.” In other words, it was a long walk home and he had a lot 

to think about, so do we. 

 

 

 


