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Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of 
the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that 

the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy. 
James 5:11 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?q=Job+bible&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=911&bih=429&tbm=isch&tbnid=hT5Szx0PIVHqrM:&imgrefurl=http://littlecoolguy.wordpress.com/2011/01/05/the-book-of-job/&docid=K5zg0alJTZEulM&imgurl=http://littlecoolguy.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/bible-page-job1.jpg&w=400&h=258&ei=CCElT6qxCuSViAeSseSmDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=469&sig=115609059728505184807&page=4&tbnh=122&tbnw=187&start=42&ndsp=16&ved=1t:429,r:9,s:42&tx=83&ty=62


1 

 

 

 

THEME:  The theme for our study is found in James 

chapter five: “Behold, we count them happy which   

____________. Ye have heard of the 

________________ ____ ______, and have seen the 

end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of 

tender mercy” (James 5:11). The word “endure” and its derivatives are 

found nearly 100 times in the Bible. It is defined as “the act, quality, or 

power of withstanding hardship or stress.”  

The word endure is very closely related to perseverance, both carrying 

the ideal of not giving up!  Persevere comes from the prefix per, 

meaning “through,” coupled with the word severe.  I want to encourage 

you that no matter how severe your 

trial may seem, God’s grace in 

sufficient (I Peter 1:6 cf 4:10; II 

Corinthians 12:9).  Bob Jones Sr. 

used to say, “The test of your 

character is what it takes to stop 

you.” 

 

The Apostle Paul wrote: “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed 

about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 

and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and ______ ____ ______ 

________ ________________ the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 

12:1).  

 

George Matheson wrote, "We commonly associate patience with lying 

down. We think of it as the angel that guards the couch of the invalid. 

Yet there is a patience that I believe to be harder -- the patience that can 

run. To lie down in the time of grief, to be quiet under the stroke of 

adverse fortune, implies a great strength; but I know of something that 

“By perseverance the 

snail reached the ark.” 
Charles Spurgeon 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_Ytsrao2TfA0/SqapLE5N7EI/AAAAAAAAAA4/B1l0hfx7oGg/S660/AnytimeFitnessLogo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://lewistonanytimefitness.blogspot.com/2009/09/captain-running-man-xpressa.html&usg=__nWx4OedpQBLME3Xi5-BjT-G7eUU=&h=152&w=660&sz=26&hl=en&start=605&sig2=pIJezaJzf8D4Cf69NdEReg&zoom=1&tbnid=yuYDfvkqFL4lDM:&tbnh=45&tbnw=195&ei=678mT-DRLuiRiQe4ttDXBA&chk=sbg&itbs=1&iact=rc&dur=343&sig=102583390896796155850&page=23&ndsp=29&ved=1t:429,r:13,s:605&tx=102&ty=30
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1366&bih=643&tbm=isch&tbnid=-Bsvc40R1aKO2M:&imgrefurl=http://www.123rf.com/photo_9152419_happy-cartoon-snail-with-a-flower-in-its-mouth-on-a-hill.html&docid=ekSlmH8Prn4PrM&imgurl=http://us.cdn2.123rf.com/168nwm/chudtsankov/chudtsankov1103/chudtsankov110300019/9152404-outlined-cartoon-snail-with-a-flower-in-its-mouth.jpg&w=168&h=130&ei=BIA8T43CBamOmQWI9sC2Bw&zoom=1
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implies a strength greater still: it is the power to work under stress; to 

have a great weight at your heart and still run; to have a deep anguish in 

your spirit and still perform the daily tasks.”  

 

Just as a marathon runner continues to place one foot 

in front of the other, so Job continued to run his race 

to the end.   

 

G. Campbell Morgan wrote in his book, The Answers of Jesus to Job: 

 

In the whole story of Job, we see the patience of God and 

endurance of man. When these act in fellowship, the issue is 

certain. It is that of the coming forth from the fire as gold. 

 

The primary purpose of the Book of Job is not to explain why good 

people suffer (something that God never reveals to Job), but how good 

people respond to suffering.  “The patience of Job” gives us an example 

of what it means to continue on in spite of opposition. “For whatsoever 

things were written aforetime (this includes the Book of Job) were 

written for our learning, that we through ________________ 

(endurance) and ______________ (encouragement) of the scriptures 

might have ________ (not give up)” (Romans 15:4, author’s 

explanation in brackets).  

 

PROFILE: 

 

 Number of chapters – 42 

 Number of verses – 1,070 

 Average reading time – 1 hour, 47 minutes 

 

JOB: His name comes from the Hebrew word for “persecution” or 

“persecuted one.” In the Arabic Job means “repent” or “repentant one.”   

 

His character can be summarized with three words: 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1366&bih=643&tbm=isch&tbnid=njrzwpz11m4mYM:&imgrefurl=http://www.featurepics.com/online/Bible-Series-Job-584245.aspx&docid=JQ9aVk9jL6oekM&imgurl=http://www.featurepics.com/FI/Thumb300/20080119/Bible-Series-Job-584245.jpg&w=301&h=449&ei=4wMnT8vQMI6OmQW9j62uDA&zoom=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1366&bih=643&tbm=isch&tbnid=1lVDhKkf0lLvnM:&imgrefurl=http://www.picturesof.net/search_term_pages/winning.html&docid=sd6mMUcBZDI13M&imgurl=http://www.picturesof.net/_images/A_Colorful_Cartoon_Man_Finishing_Race_Royalty_Free_Clipart_Picture_100803-158009-426053.jpg&w=100&h=76&ei=TXM-T5SNPM-UiQfytIXkBA&zoom=1
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 Perfect – “There was a man in the 

land of Uz, whose name was Job; 

and that man was ______________ 

and upright, and one that feared 

God, and eschewed evil” (Job 1:1).  

 Purity – “Though these three men, 

Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, 

they should deliver but their own 

souls by their 

__________________________, saith the Lord GOD…Though 

Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, 

they shall deliver neither son nor daughter; they shall but deliver 

their own souls by their _________________________” (Ezekiel 

14:14, 20). 

 Patience – “Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have 

heard of the ________________ of Job, and have seen the end of 

the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy” (James 

5:11). 

 

 

BACKGROUND:  The Book of Job is believed to be the oldest book 

in the world.  

 

Martin Luther called this book "more magnificent and sublime than any 

other book of Scripture."  Moorehead said, "The book of Job is one of 

the noblest poems in existence."  Carlyle called it "one of the grandest 

ever written with pen."  While Tennyson said that it is "The greatest 

poem, whether of ancient or modern literature." 

 

 

Many commentators believed that Job’s testings’ lasted over a 

year. “So am I made to possess ____________ of vanity, and 

wearisome nights are appointed to me”(Job 7:3; 29:2). Also 

note that they came in a series and not singularly. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1366&bih=643&tbm=isch&tbnid=KVsXZu72E23CpM:&imgrefurl=http://welcomebacktopottersville.blogspot.com/2011/11/i-need-job-not-to-be-job.html&docid=nX8IPnIWdiKQdM&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-pYSH0wqHGrM/TrvoHpx_DcI/AAAAAAAAMk0/PiFlcIjoSLw/s1600/job.jpg&w=1600&h=1200&ei=anc-T9fKJMKZiAfh9J3HBA&zoom=1
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AUTHOR: Perhaps Moses, for the following reasons: 

 

 Moses spent forty years in Midian, a country which bordered the 

land of Uz. 

 The language indicates the Patriarchal Period. 

 The style of the Book is similar to that of the Pentateuch. 

 Satan, the adversary, appears similar in the Pentateuch and Job. 

 Tradition attests to the authorship of Moses. 

 The Talmud, which is a sort of Jewish Commentary on the Old 

Testament, testifies to the Mosaic authorship. 

 

Two other possible authors are: 

 

 Elihu (Job 32:16) 

 Job (Job 19:23-24) 

 

LOCATION:  Arno Gaebelein wrote: “The land of Uz was east of 

Palestine and probably a part of Idumea, or in close proximity to the 

land of Edom. This seems to be 

confirmed by Lamentations 4:21: 

‘Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of 

________, that dwellest in the land 

of Uz.’ Uz is also mentioned in 

Jeremiah 25:20. It must been on the 

borderland of Edom, if it was not a 

part of it.” 

 

TIME PERIOD:  The events in 

the Book of Job take place during the Patriarchal Period (possibly 

Genesis 11). 

 

1. Length of Job's life span - 200 years (Job 1:2; 32:5; 42:16). 

Abraham lived 175 years (Genesis 25:7). 
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2. Job acts as high priest in his family (Job 1:5 cf Genesis   8:20; 

27:13). 

3. There is no mention of the Mosaic Law or Tabernacle (Abraham 

had law in Genesis 26:5) 

4. Eliphaz may have been a descendent of Esau's eldest son (Genesis 

36:10). 

5. The nations mentioned in Job compare to those of Genesis 10 (The 

Chaldeans were nomads and city dweller). 

6. The flood is mentioned (Job 22:16). 

7. Reference to Adam (Job 31:33). 

8. We find the same customs as in the Patriarchal times (Wealth was 

measured in livestock rather than silver and gold – Genesis 1:3; 

42:12). 

 

KEY WORDS: 

 

 Wicked (ly, ness) – 48 times 

 Right (eous, eousness) – 32 times 

 Why – 16 times 

 Afflict (ed, tion) – 11 times 

 Personal pronouns "I, my, me" – 52 times 

 "Answered and said" – 27 times 

 

KEY VERSE: 
 

"But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath __________  me, I 

shall come forth as gold."  (Job 23:10) 

 

OUTLINE:   

 

I. THE DISASTERS OF JOB (1-2) 

II. THE DEBATES OF JOB (3:1-42:6) 

III. THE DELIVERANCE OF JOB (42:7-17) 
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Another possible outline: 

 

 His Terrible Trial 

 His Weeping Wife 

 His Fickle Friends 

 His Difficult Debates 

 His Glorious God 

 His Bountiful Blessings 

 

During the 1986 Summer Olympics in Mexico City, marathon runner, 

John Stephen Akhwari of Tanzanian, fell, badly cutting his knee and 

dislocating the joint. Finishing last out of 57 competitors who 

completed the race (75 had started); he was over one hour behind the 

winner. 

 

When interviewed later and asked why he continued running, he said, 

"My country did not send me 10,000 miles just to start the race; they 

sent me to finish the race." 

 

Joseph Stowell tells the following story in his book, Fan the Flame: 

 

The Greeks had a race in their Olympic games 

that was unique. The winner was not the runner 

who finished first. It was the runner who 

finished with his torch still lit. I want to run all 

the way with the flame of my torch still lit for 

Him.  
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DON’T QUIT 
 

When things go wrong, as they sometimes will,  

When the road you're trudging seems all uphill,  

When the funds are low and the debts are high,  

And you want to smile, but you have to sigh,  

When care is pressing you down a bit,  

Rest, if you must, but don't you quit. 

 

Life is queer with its twists and turns,  

As every one of us sometimes learns,  

And many a failure turns about,  

When he might have won had he stuck it out;  

Don't give up though the pace seems slow--  

You may succeed with another blow. 

 

Often the goal is nearer than,  

It seems to a faint and faltering man,  

Often the struggler has given up,  

When he might have captured the victor's cup,  

And he learned too late when the night slipped down,  

How close he was to the golden crown. 

 

Success is failure turned inside out--  

The silver tint of the clouds of doubt,  

And you never can tell how close you are,  

It may be near when it seems so far,  

So stick to the fight when you're hardest hit--  

It's when things seem worst that you must not quit. 

- Author unknown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&gbv=2&biw=911&bih=429&tbm=isch&tbnid=gGQkPTDspmYz0M:&imgrefurl=http://helpingotherpatientseverywhere.blogspot.com/&docid=bI6g6zOFje1zDM&imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-8H6XmSdNrRg/Tx2uOEVu-xI/AAAAAAAAAJY/dA5CjXyLJug/s1600/perseverance-quote_1024x768.jpg&w=1024&h=768&ei=pII-T7mqE8_nmAWY3qi0Bw&zoom=1
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On February 15, 1947 Glenn 

Chambers boarded a plane bound for 

Quito, Ecuador to begin his ministry 

in missionary broadcasting. But he 

never arrived. In a horrible moment, 

the plane carrying Chambers crashed 

into a mountain peak and spiraled 

downward.  

 

Later it was learned that before leaving the Miami airport, Chambers 

wanted to write his mother a letter. All he could find for stationery was 

a page of advertising on which was written the single word “Why?” 

Around that word he hastily scribbled a final note.  

 

After Chambers' mother learned of her son's death, his letter arrived. 

She opened the envelope, took out the paper, and unfolded it. Staring 

her in the face was the question “Why?” 

 

It seems that all of our lives are written around that 

single word, “why.” As you read the Book of Job you 

will notice 326 question marks, with the word “why” 

appearing 16 times.  In Job chapter three, Job asks 

three questions: 

 

 “______ died I not from the womb? ______ did I not give up the 

ghost when I came out of the belly? (Job 3:11). Job is asking the 

why was I ever born. The phrase “giving up the ghost” is an 

idiomatic expression for death. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1366&bih=643&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=u_h-P1PB-NFv1M:&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartillustration.com/clipart-illustration-orange-man-holding-question-mark/&docid=M7hLhgnxOnlKtM&imgurl=http://www.clipartillustration.com/royalty-free-image-1527/clipart-illustration-orange-man-holding-question-mark.jpg&w=450&h=450&ei=4HFIT6OmLaKUiAeOksiWDg&zoom=1
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 “______ did the knees prevent me? or ______ the breasts that I 

should suck? (Job 3:12). 

 

 “Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery, and life unto the 

bitter in soul; ______ is light given to a man whose way is hid, and 

whom God hath hedged in? (Job 3:20, 23). The question is why 

doesn’t God just put him out of his misery? Why prolong it? 

 

 “I have sinned; what shall I do unto 

thee, O thou preserver of men? ______ 

hast thou set me as a mark against thee, 

so that I am a burden to myself?” (Job 

7:20). Job is asking God why He has set 

a mark or target on him. 

 

 “And ______ dost thou not pardon my transgression, and take away 

mine iniquity? for now shall I sleep in the dust; and thou shalt seek 

me in the morning, but I shall not be” (Job 7:21). God I cannot 

take any more! 

 

 If I be wicked, ______ then labour I in vain? (Job 9:29). Why try? I 

might as well give up, it is hopeless anyways. 

 

 “______ do ye persecute me as God, and are not satisfied with my 

flesh?  …But ye should say, ______ persecute we him, seeing the 

root of the matter is found in me?” (Job 19:22, 28). Here Job is 

referring to his three friends and is wondering how much longer 

they will continue to “persecute” him (see Job 19:1-4). 

 

 “As for me, is my complaint to man? and if it were so, ______ 

should not my spirit be troubled?” (Job 21:4). In the first three 

This “birthday lament” is not a defense for abortions, suicide, mercy killing or 
euthanasia, but a wish to had never been born (This wish is repeated in Job 
6:9; 7:15-16; 14:13 also see Jeremiah 20:14-18). 
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verses of this chapter, Job uses sarcasm with his friends, explaining 

that his main problem is not with them, but with God. 

 

 “______, seeing times are not hidden from the Almighty, do they 

that know him not see his days?” (Job 24:1). This is the age old 

question, “why do the righteous suffer?” Why do the good receive 

bad and the bad receive good from the hand of God? (see Job 

21:26), 

 

 “Behold, all ye yourselves have seen it; ______ then are ye thus 

altogether vain?”(Job 27:12). Job is again questioning the motives, 

methods and means of his friends. 

 

 “I made a covenant with mine eyes; ______ then should I think 

upon a maid?” (Job 31:1). In this chapter, Job uses the word “if” 

some twenty times in explaining his personal commitment to the 

Lord. 

 

There are many more questions that Job asks in this book without the 

word “why.” However, we will only take time to address one in which 

Job asks: “God if you love me, why am I hurting?” 

 

“My soul is weary of my 

life; I will leave my 

complaint upon myself; I 

will speak in the 

bitterness of my soul. I 

will say unto God, Do 

not condemn me; shew me wherefore thou 

contendest with me. ____ ____ ________ 

________ ________ that thou shouldest 

oppress, that thou shouldest despise the 

work of thine hands, and shine upon the 

counsel of the wicked?” (Job 10:2-3). 

Several years ago, George Barna did a 

survey on this topic: “If you could ask 

The fact of 

suffering 

undoubtedly 

constitutes the 

single greatest 

challenge to the 

Christian faith. 
John Stott 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1366&bih=643&tbm=isch&tbnid=yaNNdwJLpm0h8M:&imgrefurl=http://susanbailey.org/category/satan/&docid=QdEskheg4qGZQM&imgurl=http://susanbailey.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/job.jpg&w=612&h=681&ei=7YpIT_ysBoTDmQWe8syWDg&zoom=1
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God one question, what would it be?” The number one response was, 

“Why is there pain and suffering in the world?” 

 

Neal Simon borrowed this theme from Job for the setting of his play, 

God's Favorite. Archibald MacLeish writes concerning it his play J.B. 

and Robert Frost in The Masque of Reason.  More recently, novelist 

Muriel Spark again tried to update the plot of Job in a contemporary 

setting The Only Problem. 

 

One writer called it “the question mark that turns like a fishhook in 

the human heart.” 

 

Why did Job suffer? God declares to Satan that it was “without cause” 

(Job 2:3). In other words, there was no reason for it! Philip Yancey 

writes: 

 

I can think of several helpful things God could have said: “Job, I’m 

truly sorry about what’s happened. You’ve endured many unfair trials 

on my behalf, and I’m proud of you. You don’t know what this means 

to me and even to the universe.” A few compliments, a dose of 

compassion, or at the least a brief explanation of what transpired 

“behind the curtain” in the unseen world—any of these would have 

given Job some solace. 

 

Yet, God does not answer the questions as to why! Thus I believe the 

primary purpose of the Book of Job is to instruct us in how we should 

respond in trials and testing times. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE GOD’S UNLIMITED POWER 
 

“I know that ________ __________ ____ __________ __________, 

and that no thought can be withholden from thee” (Job 42:2). 

 

“Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy 

great power and stretched out arm, and there is ______________ 

______ ________ for thee…Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all 
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flesh: ____ __________ ______ __________ ______ ________ ______ 

____?” (Jeremiah 32:17, 27).  

 

“For with God ______________ shall be impossible” (Luke 1:37). “And 

he said, The things which are impossible with men are 

________________ ________ ______” (Luke 18:27). 

 

ADMIT YOUR INABILITY TO UNDERSTAND GOD 
 

“Who is he that hideth counsel without 

knowledge? therefore have I uttered that __ 

____________________ ______; things too 

wonderful for me, which __ ________ 

______” (Job 42:3). 

 

A few days after 9/11 attack in America, Billy Graham was asked to 

speak National Cathedral in Washington. “I have been asked hundreds 

of times in my life why God allows tragedy and suffering. I have to 

confess that I really do not know the answer totally, even to my own 

satisfaction. I have to accept, by faith, that God is sovereign, and He’s a 

God of love and mercy and compassion in the midst of suffering.” 

 

SEEK GOD’S FACE INSTEAD OF HIS ANSWERS 
 

“I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: ______ ______ 

________ ______ __________ ________” (Job 42:5). 

Christopher Morley wrote:  “I had a million questions to ask God; but 

when I met Him, they all fled my mind; and it didn’t seem to matter.” 

 

Note the words to the chorus “When answers aren’t enough:” 

 

When answers aren't enough, there's still Jesus 

He is more than just an answer to your prayer 

And your heart will find a safe and peaceful refuge 

When answers aren't enough, He is there 

 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-AkSUi_xz6Y0/TauMJLEoXjI/AAAAAAAABps/SjftBs27tVI/s1600/Uncertainty.jpg
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HUMBLE YOURSELF AND REPENT 
 

“Wherefore I __________ myself, and 

____________ in dust and ashes” (Job 42:6). 

 

Trouble may be sent to us by God, but it is not 

necessary for us to know why. That old saint of 

Scotland, Samuel Rutherford, once in deep 

distress was tempted to murmur and almost gave up hope. But ere long 

he was given comfort and strength in his distress, and began to see the 

purpose of it. It was then he wrote that we must never try to read God's 

messages through the envelope in which they come. He meant that it 

takes time for God's purpose to be made clear to us. "Fool that I was," 

wrote Rutherford, "not to know that the messages of God are not to be 

read through the envelope in which they are enclosed." 

 

  

http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1366&bih=643&tbm=isch&tbnid=1BGeXVU-wXPfAM:&imgrefurl=http://chr4.tripod.com/prayerbw.htm&docid=2_L1NdJSu99GSM&imgurl=http://chr4.tripod.com/gifs/pray7.gif&w=445&h=317&ei=uK5IT4u8KuadiAep66ibDg&zoom=1
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Warren Wiersbe said, "Faith that cannot 

be tested cannot be trusted" 

 

In today’s lesson we will be examining 

Job’s testings’. The Book of Job and trials 

are so integrated that even the name Job 

means “persecuted or afflicted.” 

 

One preacher summed up Job with the title: 

“I Can’t Eat by Day, I Can’t Sleep by 

Night, and the Woman I Love Don’t Treat 

Me Right” (I think he may have been 

listening too much country music).  

 

Remember, Job has no idea why this is happening. When we know what 

is wrong it is easier to deal with it. From Job’s point of view, one day 

everything is delightful, the next everything is dreadful. Fortunately, we 

have the opportunity of having the curtain drawn back in heaven and are 

able to see this story from God’s viewpoint (Job 1:6-12; 2:1-7). 

  

I also want to remind you that Satan must seek God’s permission before 

he is allowed to test Job! “And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, 

__________ ________ ______________ ____ ________ ______, that 

he may sift you as wheat: But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 

not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren” (Luke 

22:31-32). Note the following three truths: 

 

1. Satan’s Desire – “to have you.” 

2. Satan’s Design – “that he may sift you as wheat.” 

3. Satan’s Defeat – “But I have prayed for thee.” 
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 “There hath no temptation taken 

you but such as is common to 

man: but God is faithful, who 

will not suffer you to be tempted above that 

ye are able; but will with the temptation also 

make a way to escape, ________ ____ 

______ ____ ________ ____ ________ 

____” (I Corinthians 10:13).  

 

SATAN TAKES JOB’S FORTUNE 
 

 Livestock – Read Job 1:3 and filled in the numbers for his livestock: 

 

______ sheep 

______ camels –Known as “ships of the desert,” represented a 

transport business. 

_____ yoke of oxen – Ploughing, indicating a vast property. 

_____ she asses – More economical than horses. Donkey milk was 

considered a delicacy of that day. 

 

David Dykes has estimated that Job’s livestock would be worth over 

$46 million at today’s prices. (Remember, he had 7,000 camels, and a 

good camel sells for $15,000 in Saudi Arabia today.) 

 

 Labourers – “…and a very great __________________” (Job 1:3). 

We read that Abraham had 318 servants (Genesis 14:14) and while 

we do not know how many servants Job had we can assumed there 

were many house and farm staff members. 

 

 Legend or reputation – “…the ________________ of all the men of 

the east” (Job 1:3). Job refers to this in a number of passages, but 

none more clearly than Job 30:1-13, 

 

But now they that are younger than I have me in ________________, 

whose fathers I would have disdained to have set with the dogs of my 

flock…They were children of fools, yea, children of base men: they were 

Just as the Plimsoll 

Lines stopped owners 

overloading the ship, 

as it provided a 'load 

line' which could not 

be exceeded; so God 

will not allow us to be 

“tempted above that ye 

are able.” 
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viler than the earth. And now am I their ________, yea, I am their 

____________. They __________ me, they flee far from me, and spare 

not to ________ in my face. 

 

 

SATAN TOUCHES JOB’S FAMILY 
 

While there is no indication that Job’s children were sinning during 

these “birthday parties” (Job 1:4 cf 3:1-3), Job continually interceded on 

their behalf (Job 1:5). 

 

Not only did Job lose his possessions, he has also lost his progeny, all 

10 children. 

 

 Children – “And, behold, there came a great wind from the 

wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house, and ____ 

________ ________ ______ __________ ______, and they are 

dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee” (Job 1:19). 

 

 Wife – “Then said his wife unto 

him, Dost thou still retain thine 

integrity? __________ ______, 

______ ______” (Job 2:9). Before 

we become too critical we must 

remember that she has also lost 

everything and now her husband, 

Satan’s Attack – Fourfold 
 

The Sabeans were nomadic merchants located in northern Arabia near 

Medina. They were descendants of Sheba, a grandson of Abraham (Genesis 

25:3). 
 

The fire of God  
 

The Chaldeans were a fierce and warlike people, located in the country of 

Iraq, very close to its border with Iran, and touching upon the Persian Gulf. 
 

A great wind 

http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1366&bih=643&tbm=isch&tbnid=I0wH9K1Zv383nM:&imgrefurl=http://hebrewbible.wordpress.com/2011/04/11/its-a-hard-knock-life/&docid=5G0H4zMgy4saJM&imgurl=http://hebrewbible.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/job-wife.jpg&w=408&h=314&ei=hjgpT471L42ZmQW1jvXEAw&zoom=1


17 

 

who is now sitting in the ash heap, is suffering beyond her 

comprehension. 

 

 

SATAN TORMENTS JOB’S FLESH 
 

C.H. Spurgeon wrote: “I venture to say that the greatest earthly blessing 

that God can give to any of us is health, with the exception of sickness. 

Sickness has frequently been of more use to the saints of God than 

health has.” 

 

Medical doctors have offered numerous opinions concerning Job’s 

condition: smallpox, elephantiasis, chronic eczema, leprosy, psoriasis, 

pityriasis, keratosis, pemphigus foliaceus, and melanoma. While we do 

not know exactly what he had, below are listed some of the symptoms:: 

 

 Boils – “So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and 

smote Job with ________ __________ from the sole of his foot unto 

his crown” (Job 2:7). 

 Intolerable itching – “And he took him a potsherd to 

____________ ______________ withal…” (Job 2:8). 

 Exiled – “…and he ______ ________ among the ashes” (Job 2:8). 

Talk about being down in the dumps, literally. 

 Disfigured – “And when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and 

________ ______ ______, they lifted up their voice, and wept; and 

they rent every one his mantle, and sprinkled dust upon their heads 

toward heaven” (Job 2:12). 

 Loss of appetite – “For my sighing cometh ____________ __ 

______, and my roarings are poured out like the waters” (Job 3:24). 

The word integrity is “the quality or condition of being 

whole or undivided.” It comes from the Latin integritas from 

which we get the word integer. (In math, an integer is a whole 

number. It is a number that isn’t fractional, or divided.)  
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 Fear and depression – “For the thing which I greatly 

____________ is come upon me, and that which I was 

____________ of is come unto me” (Job 3:25). 

 Weighed down – “Oh that my grief were throughly 

______________, and my calamity laid in the balances together!” 

(Job 6:2)  

 Long nights – “So am I made to possess months of vanity, and 

__________________ ____________ are appointed to me” (Job 

7:3). 

 Worms/broken skin – “My flesh is clothed with __________ and 

clods of dust…” (Job 7:5)  

 Broken skin/oozing pus – “…my ________ ____ ____________, 

and become __________________” (Job 7:5).  

 Nightmares – “Then thou 

______________ me with dreams, and 

____________________ me through 

visions” (Job 7:14). 

 Difficulty breathing – ”He will not 

suffer me to take ____ ____________, 

but filleth me with bitterness” (Job 9:18). 

 Swollen limbs – “Thou puttest my feet 

also ____ ______ ____________, and lookest narrowly unto all my 

paths; thou settest a print upon the heels of my feet” (Job 13:27). 

 Premature aging – “And thou hast filled me with 

________________, which is a witness against me…” (Job 16:8). 

 Emaciated – “…and my ________________ rising up in me 

beareth witness to my face” (Job 16:8). 

 Weeping and darkening of the eyes – My face is foul with 

______________, and on my eyelids is the ____________ ____ 

__________” (Job 16:16). 

 Bad breath – “My breath is ______________ to my wife, though I 

intreated for the children's sake of mine own body” (Job 19:17). 

While this verse probably speaks of strained relation with his wife, it 

is also true physically. 

 Weight loss – “My bone ________________ to my skin and to my 

flesh, and I am escaped with the skin of my teeth” (Job 19:20). Also 

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=243&um=1&hl=en&biw=1366&bih=643&tbm=isch&tbnid=EqgHYWZXvYnPFM:&imgrefurl=http://sickandtiredwoman.blogspot.com/&docid=VnoheI-E7NgVXM&imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_uK2xJPcrKmA/ScwW9Rna_AI/AAAAAAAABWE/EivPlWuV2yQ/s400/Doctor.JPG&w=400&h=300&ei=_V0pT72QK-G1iQe60qzgAg&zoom=1&chk=sbg
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see “His flesh is ________________ away, that it cannot be seen; 

and his __________ that were not seen __________ ______” (Job 

33:21).  

 Skin discoloured – “My skin is __________ upon me…” (Job 

30:30). 

 Fever – “…and my bones are ____________ ________ ________” 

(Job 30:30). 

 Upset stomach – “My ____________ boiled, and rested not: the 

days of affliction prevented me” (Job 30:27). 

 

SATAN TURNS JOB’S FRIENDS 
 

We will deal with this topic more 

thoroughly in our next lesson, but for now 

note the following comments Job makes 

concerning his “friends:’ 

 

 “My brethren have dealt 

______________________ as a brook, and as the stream of brooks 

they ________ ________” (Job 6:15).  

 “But ye are forgers of ________, ye are all physicians of ____ 

__________” (Job 13:4).  

 “I have heard many such things: ____________________ 

____________________ are ye all” (Job 16:2). 

 “All my inward friends abhorred me: and they whom I loved are 

____________ ______________ ____” (Job 19:19). 

 

As one person wrote: “With friends like these, who needs enemies.” 

 

SATAN TRIES JOB’S FIDELITY 
 

 Principle – “If my step hath turned out of the way, and ________ 

__________ ____________ __________ ________ ________, and 

if any blot hath cleaved to mine hands” (Job 31:7). 
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What you see, you think. 

What you think, you do. 

What you do, you become. 
 

You can see this principle illustrated in the lives of: 
 

1. Eve – “And when the woman ______ that the 

tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant 

to the eyes, and a tree to be ______________ to 

make one wise, she ________ of the fruit 

thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her 

husband with her; and he did eat” (Genesis 3:6). 

 

2. Achan – “When I ______ among the spoils a goodly Babylonish 

garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold 

of fifty shekels weight, then I ______________ them, and 

________ them; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the 

midst of my tent, and the silver under it” (Joshua 7:21). 

 

3. David – “And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David 

arose from off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king's 

house: and from the roof he ______ a woman washing herself; 

and the woman was very beautiful to look upon. And David sent 

and ________________ after the woman. And one said, Is not 

this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the 

Hittite? And David sent messengers, and  ________ her; and 

she came in unto him, and he lay with her…”  (II Samuel 11:2-

4). 
 

 Promise – “I made a ________________ with mine eyes; why then 

should I think upon a maid?” (Job 31:1) Based on the above 

principle, Job made a “covenant” or promise for purity. Notice the 

words of the Psalmist:  “I will set no wicked thing before mine 

________: I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not 

cleave to me” (Psalm 101:3 also see Proverbs 14:14; 23:7)). 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1366&bih=643&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=Oq06W6M0DQ2vzM:&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartpal.com/clipart/animal/snake1.html&docid=tFi1XseuyogNIM&imgurl=http://www.clipartpal.com/_thumbs/eve_garden_104196_tns.png&w=128&h=123&ei=x0w2T6zANKbImQXD_On0AQ&zoom=1
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 Punishment – “If mine heart have been deceived by a woman, or if 

I have laid wait at my neighbour's door; Then let my wife grind unto 

another, and let others bow down upon her. For this is an heinous 

crime; yea, it is an iniquity to be ________________ by the judges. 

For it is a fire that consumeth to destruction, and would root out all 

mine increase” (Job 31:9-12). Even though Job’s relationship with 

his wife is strained, he does not use that as an excuse to commit 

adultery! 

 

SATAN TROUBLES JOB’S FAITHFULNESS 
 

Briefly, I would like for you to notice that Job does not use his needs as 

justification not to meet the needs of others (Job 29:12, 16; 31:13-40). 

 

Satan Tests Job’s Faith 

 

Satan is an “accuser of our brethren” before God (Revelation 12:10); he 

is an accuser of God before the brethren! 

 

While there are many passages in Job that we could look at in regards to 

the testing of Job’s Faith, we only have time to consider one. 

 

“Oh that I knew where __ __________ ________ ______! that I might 

come even to his seat…Behold, I go forward, but ____ ____ ______ 

__________; and backward, but I ____________ ________________ 

him:  On the left hand, where he doth work, but I ____________ 

____________ him: he______________ himself on the right hand, that 

I ____________ ______ him:  But he knoweth the way that I take: when 

he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold” (Job 23:3-10).  While I 

may not know the way that He takes, He knows the way that I take 

– and that is good enough for me. 

While you may not be able to prevent a bird from 

flying over your head, you can prevent it from 

building a nest in your hair. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1366&bih=643&tbm=isch&tbnid=l49G9KNqGF5rTM:&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-28689.html&docid=CsjH106c9xN1kM&imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/9/1/5/6/12442583961705917736smiley eyes.svg.med.png&w=279&h=297&ei=Jhw2T5m2AcHamAXS2d36Dg&zoom=1
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Today’s message is on 

friendship, especially on how 

to be a friend to those in need. 

The English proverb says “a 

friend in need is a friend 

indeed.” Another has defined 

friendship as the first person 

who comes in when the whole 

world goes out! 

 

We will begin by examining Job’s three friends and some of their 

character traits revealed in the responses to Job’s trial. We will also 

consider Elihu, who seems to be the youngest of the friends, and his 

speech in chapter 32. 

 

“Now when Job's three friends heard of all this evil that was come upon 

him, they came every one from his own place; ______________ the 

Temanite, and ____________ the Shuhite, and ____________ the 

Naamathite: for they had made an appointment together to come to 

mourn with him and to comfort him” (Job 2:11). 

 

1. Eliphaz – His name means “God is fine gold or dispenser.” It is 

believed that he is the oldest and chief spokesman of the friends. He 

is called “Eliphaz the ________________ (Job 2:11), a place 

renowned for its “wisdom” (Jeremiah 49:7). Tenan was a grandson 

of Esau (Genesis 36:10-11). 

 

Testimonial Experience – Offers advice based on personal 

observations and spiritual experiences. 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1366&bih=643&tbm=isch&tbnid=wKf4PHhP2K6ZeM:&imgrefurl=http://www.workersforjesus.com/job15-18.htm&docid=md4ZUUjkC8zCpM&imgurl=http://www.workersforjesus.com/job_friends.jpg&w=960&h=720&ei=xdsoT9nWGcOZiQfK96iwDA&zoom=1
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 “Even as __ ________ ________, they that plow iniquity, and 

sow wickedness, reap the same” (Job 4:8). 

 “__ ________ ________ the foolish taking root: but suddenly I 

cursed his habitation” (Job 5:3). 

 “Lo this, ____ ________ ______________ it, so it is; hear it, 

and know thou it for thy good” (Job 5:27). 

 “Now __ __________ ______ ________________ 

______________ ____ ____, and mine ear received a little 

thereof. In thoughts from the visions of the night, when deep 

sleep falleth on men, Fear came upon me, and trembling, which 

made all my bones to shake. Then __ ____________ 

____________ ____________ ____  ________; the hair of my 

flesh stood up” (Job 4:12-15).  

 

Eliphaz suggests that Job was suffering because he had sinned. 

 

2. Bildad – His name means “son of contention,” his father was Hadad 

meaning “shout.” He was the shortest of the three friends because he 

was “Shuhite.”  Shuah was a son of Abraham and Keturah 

(Genesis 25:2). 

 

Traditional Explanation – Bildad 

was a legalist who relied on 

tradition. “For enquire, I pray thee, 

of ______ ____________ ______, 

and prepare thyself to the search of 

their fathers”(Job 8:8).  

 

Warren Wiersbe writes:  “To Bildad, the past was a parking lot, But 

God wants the past to be a launching pad.’ 

 

Bildad supposes that Job was suffering because he had sinned. 

 

3. Zophar – His name means “hairy, expanse, pleasant abode.” 

Naamah was located in northern Arabia. 

 

Tradition is the living 

faith of the dead; 

traditionalism is the dead 

faith of the living. 
Jeroslav Pelikan 
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Total Extraction – He is very dogmatic and believes God demands 

of justice as based on the law. There is no room for mercy or grace 

in his arguments. “And that he would shew thee the secrets of 

wisdom, that they are double to that which is! Know therefore 

________ ______ ________________ of thee less than thine 

iniquity deserveth” (Job 11:6). 

 

Zophar says that Job was suffering because he had sinned 

 

4. Elihu – His name means “God is God 

Himself.” Elihu could trace his family 

history through Abraham’s brother, 

Nahor (Genesis 22:20-21). Ram may 

refer to Aram or Abraham (same family 

line). 

 

Truthful Expression - He is the youngest of the friends, thus 

according to custom, he speaks lasts. He also seems proud and angry 

(Job 32:1-10) 

 

The second area we will examine in today’s lesson is how we can be a 

friend to those in need. Remember, God does not comfort us to make us 

comfortable, but to make us a comforter (II Corinthians 1:4). Job’s 

friends display some very positive qualities in ministering to those in 

need; sadly they also demonstrated some very negative characteristics.  

 

 

 

The first three said that Job was suffering 

because of sinning.  Elihu said that Job was 

sinning because of suffering. 
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BE PRESENT  
 

A Perez wrote: “A friend ought to be like the blood, which runs quickly 

to the wound without waiting to be called.”  

 

“Now when Job's three friends heard of all this evil that was come upon 

him, they came everyone ________ ______ ______ __________; 

Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the 

Naamathite: for they had made an appointment together to come to 

mourn ________ him and to comfort him” (Job 2:11). 

 

The Apostle Paul wrote:  “Rejoice ________ ________ that do rejoice, 

and weep ________ ________ that weep” (Romans 12:15). 

 

Solomon wrote:   “A friend loveth 

at ______ times” (Proverbs 17:17), 

not just the good and easy times.  

 

BE PITIFUL 
 

Initially, Job’s three friends came to sympathize, comfort and mourn 

with Job. “…for they had made an appointment together to come to 

__________ with him and to ______________ him. And when they 

lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew him not, they lifted up their voice, 

and ________; and they rent every one his mantle, and sprinkled dust 

upon their heads toward heaven” (Job 2:11-12). 

 

However, the longer they stayed the more they began to sermonize, 

condemn and mock. “I am as one ____________ of his neighbor…” 

(Job 12:4). Job told them that they were “…__________________ 

____________________ are ye all” (Job 16:2). 

 

Job pleas for pity but his friends offered judgment instead. “To him that 

is afflicted ________ should be shewed from his friend” (Job 6:14). 

“Have ________ upon me, have ________ upon me, O ye my friends; 

for the hand of God hath touched me” (Job 19:21). 

Prosperity begets friends, 

adversity proves them. 
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Alexander Strauch wrote:  “Kindness is a readiness to 

do good, to help, to relieve burdens, to be useful, to 

serve, to be tender, and to be sympathetic to others. It 

has been said, ‘Kindness is love in work clothes.’” 

 

BE PATIENT 
 

“So they sat down with him upon the ground __________ ________ and 

__________ ____________, and none spake a word unto him: for they 

saw that his grief was very great” (Job 2:13).  

 

Warren Wiersbe wrote: “The best way to help people who are hurting is 

just to be with them saying little or nothing, and letting them know you 

care.” 

 

Joe Bayly, who has lost three children to death, wrote: 

 

I was sitting, torn by grief. Someone came and talked to me of God’s 

dealings, of why it happened, of hope beyond the grave. He talked 

constantly, he said things I knew were true. 

 

I was unmoved, except I wished he’d go away. He finally did. 

 

Another came and sat beside me. He didn’t talk. He didn’t ask leading 

questions. He just sat beside me for an hour and more, listened when I 

said something, answered briefly, prayed simply, left. 

 

I was moved. I was comforted. I hated to see him go. 

 

BE PRAYERFUL 
 

Not once do you hear them pray. While the Bible records that they 

talked a lot about God to Job, there is no record of them actually talking 

to God about Job. 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1366&bih=643&tbm=isch&tbnid=Tt_V-sQAaCM2BM:&imgrefurl=http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/9397967-abandon&docid=iMsXNjkEn8s4MM&imgurl=http://www.clipartguide.com/_named_clipart_images/0511-1008-1202-4120_Angry_Man_Throttling_Another_Man_clipart_image.jpg&w=350&h=297&ei=7CEtT9vdG-WiiAfYuqi-Dg&zoom=1
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The Prophet Samuel wrote: “Moreover as for me, God forbid that I 

should sin against the LORD in ceasing to ________ for you: but I will 

teach you the good and the right way” (I Samuel 12:23 also see Acts 

6:4).  

 

In an article by Linda Mae Richardson entitled, “When I was Diagnosed 

with Cancer.” She wrote about how seven different friends related to her 

after she was diagnosed with cancer, and how she felt after they left.  

 

Friend #1 said, “I can’t believe you have  cancer. I always thought you 

were so active and healthy.” When she left Linda wrote, “I felt alienated 

and somehow very ‘different.’” As she talked about different treatment 

options, Friend #2 said, “Whatever you do, don’t take chemotherapy. 

It’s a poison!” When she left Linda wrote, “I felt scared and confused.” 

Friend #3 said, “Perhaps God is disciplining you for some sin in your 

life.” When she left Linda wrote, “I felt guilty.” Friend #4 said, “All 

things work together for good.” When she left Linda wrote, “I felt 

angry.” Friend #5 said, “If your faith is great enough, God will heal 

you.” Linda wrote, “I felt my faith must be inadequate.” Friend #6 never 

came to visit her at all. Linda wrote, “I felt sad and alone.” Friend #7 

said, “I’m here. I care. I’m here to help you through this. Let me pray 

for you.” Linda said, “When she left, I felt loved!” May we all be like 

Friend #7! 

 

Our last point that we would like to emphasize in this lesson is the spiral 

that occurs in the Book of Job. Please note the graphic and chart below 

and then read the closing illustration and quote on the next page. 

SUMMARY SPIRAL OF JOB 
 

5.  Discovery (Job 38-42) – In response to 
God’s 77 questions about creation Job 
discovers God’s majesty (see Job 42:5-6). 

4.  Declare (Job 32-37) - Elihu 
3.  Dispute (Job 22-31) 
2.  Debate (Job 15-21) 
1.  Discussion (Job 4-14) 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&gbv=2&sig=102583390896796155850&biw=1366&bih=643&tbm=isch&tbnid=AovNNPbjmtqihM:&imgrefurl=http://www.stanleywilliamhayter.com/anglais/structure_a.htm&docid=uzeYiNQAP7DJDM&imgurl=http://www.stanleywilliamhayter.com/fig 153.gif&w=515&h=339&ei=CDYrT8KAIIiWiQf2p_nyDg&zoom=1
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Crows and other smaller birds will 

often attack and harass the eagle 

from behind, snipping at him, 

pulling at his tail and even landing 

on its back. While the eagle is a 

much larger and powerful bird, it is 

not quick enough to defend itself 

against the crows. Its only defence 

is to fly higher and higher directly 

into the sun, until the harassing 

crows cannot reach it or even see the eagle as it is in the direct light of 

the sun.  

 

As believers, when attacked, our best defence is to rise higher and fly 

directly to the Son! 
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“Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, 

and said...Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: 

and here shall ______ __________ __________ 

____ ____________?” (Job 38:1, 11). 

 

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH! Just as a father will 

step in to stop his sons from wrestling before one of 

them gets hurt, so here God steps in and stops the 

“proud waves” of discussions, debates, disputes and 

declarations of Job three friends and Elihu. 

 

In Job 38:2, I believe that God is speaking about Elihu (who has been 

speaking non-stop for 165 verses), “Who is this that darkeneth counsel 

by __________ ______________ __________________?”  

 

God later closes His dialogue of discovery (77 questions about creation) 

by addressing Job’s three friends:  “And it was so, that after the LORD 

had spoken these words unto Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz the 

Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends: 

for ____ ________ ______ ____________ ____ ____ ______ 

__________ ________ ____ __________, as my servant Job hath” (Job 

42:7).  

 

Note that God’s “wrath” was kindled against them because of what they 

said about God!  

 

PERSONAL REPENTANCE 
 

“Wherefore I abhor myself, and ____________ in dust and ashes” (Job 

42:6). 

 

http://www.biblical-art.com/artwork.asp?id_artwork=30768&showmode=Full
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As a result of discovering the greatness of God, Job also realized his 

own insignificance (Job 42:1-6). This realization led to his personal 

repentance. 

 

The Hebrew word for repent is nacham, 

which means “to change.”  

 

While Job had no control over his 

circumstances, he could change his 

attitudes and actions in the midst of those 

circumstances.  

 

“But ______ patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and 

entire, wanting nothing” (James 1:4). Remember, we must “let” or 

allow God to “work” in our lives during the difficult times (Habakkuk 

1:5 cf 3:2). God wants to use our trials to make us better instead of 

bitter! (Does hot water make an egg hard and a potato soft or does it 

just reveal the nature of the egg and potato?) 

 

This attitude is not a natural characteristic but something we must learn. 

Note the words of Paul: “Not that I speak in respect of want: for __ 

________ ______________, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be 

content. I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: 

every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be 

hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through 

Christ which strengtheneth me” (Philippians 4:11-13). 

 

Consider the following two examples: 

 

 Ted Turner is a famous media mogul worth millions. He grew up in 

a religious family and even once considered being a missionary. But 

all that changed when his younger sister, Mary Jane was diagnosed 

with lupus and died. Reflecting on her death, Ted Turner said: I was 

taught that God was love, and God was powerful. I couldn’t 

understand how someone so innocent should be made or allowed to 

I do not pray for a 

lighter load, but for 

a stronger back. 
Phillips Brooks 
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suffer so...if that’s the kind of God he is I want nothing to do with 

him.”1 

 

 In the 1800s, George Mueller of Bristol was a pastor who operated 

an orphanage in Britain. He cared for over 30,000 orphans, and 

never once asked for financial support. God always supplied his 

needs, because he was a great man of faith. In 1870, his wife, Mary 

contracted an illness and died after months of suffering. George 

Mueller spoke at her funeral. “I miss her in numberless ways, and 

shall miss her yet more and more. But as a child of God, and as a 

servant of the Lord Jesus, I bow, I am satisfied with the will of my 

Heavenly Father. I kiss continually the hand that has thus afflicted 

me.”2 

 

PECULIAR RELATIONSHIP 
 

Six times God refers to Job as “my 

servant Job.” 

 

 “And the LORD said unto Satan, 

Hast thou considered ____ 

______________ ______...” 

(Job 1:8). 

 And the LORD said unto Satan, 

Hast thou considered ____ 

______________ ______...” (Job 

2:3). 

 “…the LORD said to Eliphaz the 

Temanite, My wrath is kindled 

against thee, and against thy two 

friends: for ye have not spoken of 

me the thing that is right, as 

____ ______________ ______ hath. Therefore take unto you now 

                                                 
1 “Meet Ted Turner,” Readers Digest, September, 1998 
2 George Mueller of Bristol, A.T. Pierson, p.161 

God’s Servants 
 Abraham, Isaac, Jacob - 

Deuteronomy 9:27 

 Moses - 1 Kings 8:53 

 Joshua - Joshua 24:29 

 Caleb - Numbers 14:24  

 Job - Job 1:8 

 Isaiah - Isaiah 20:3 

 The prophets - Jeremiah 
7:25 

 James - James 1:1 

 Paul - Romans 1:1 

 Peter - 2 Peter 1:1 

 Jude - Jude 1 

 John - Revelation 1:1 
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seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to ____ ______________ 

______, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and ____ 

______________ ______ shall pray for you: for him will I accept: 

lest I deal with you after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of me 

the thing which is right, like ____ ______________ ______” (Job 

42:7-8). 

 

When God is your master you do not 

have to fear anything or anyone. “But let 

all those that put their trust in thee 

rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, 

because thou __________________ 

them: let them also that love thy name be 

joyful in thee” (Psalm 5:11). 

 

The Apostle Peter wrote: “And ______ ____ ____ ________ ________ 

________ ______, if ye be followers of that which is good?” (I Peter 

3:13). Thus, we have a choice, we can try to defend ourselves or allow 

God to be our defender.  

 

According to our justice system, if you are arrested, you have the right 

to an attorney. If you can’t afford an attorney, one will be provided you 

by the court. You also have the option of serving as your own defense 

attorney. But in order to defend yourself, you must “waive counsel.” In 

other words, to defend yourself, you must choose to forfeit your right to 

outside counsel. There is a saying in the legal community that “He who 

serves as his own lawyer always has a fool for a client.” 

 

PARTICULAR REVIVAL 
 

“And the LORD turned the captivity of 

Job, when he ____________ for his 

friends: also the LORD gave Job twice 

as much as he had before” (Job 

42:10). 

http://www.biblical-art.com/artwork.asp?id_artwork=30770&showmode=Full
http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&biw=1366&bih=643&tbm=isch&tbnid=ECrG8U2Cb4T13M:&imgrefurl=http://sloone.wordpress.com/2008/03/&docid=_6oQ2AlX4wMEJM&imgurl=http://sloone.files.wordpress.com/2008/03/knockout-clipart.jpg&w=350&h=315&ei=3x9QT-2jKPGQiAe6-7DcCw&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=463&sig=111304878026580978455&page=3&tbnh=136&tbnw=151&start=55&ndsp=28&ved=1t:429,r:12,s:55&tx=118&ty=73
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It is important to remember that Job’s situation is still the same.  

 

It was after Job prayed for those who have ridiculed and hurt him that 

the Lord turned his “captivity” or imprisonment. Please note that we 

are enslaved until we pray for those who have injured us. 

 

Dr. S. I. McMillan wrote: 

 

“The moment I start hating a man, I become his slave. I can’t even do 

my work anymore because he even controls my thoughts. The man I 

hate hounds me. I cannot escape his tyrannical grasp on my mind. The 

person I resent may be miles from my bedroom, but more cruel than any 

slave driver, he whips my thoughts into such a frenzy that even my 

inner spring mattress becomes a rack of torture.”3 

 

POWERFUL RESTORATION 
 

“And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his 

friends: also the LORD gave Job __________ as much as he had before. 

Then came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all 

they that had been of his acquaintance before, and did eat bread with 

him in his house: and they bemoaned him, and comforted him over all 

the evil that the LORD had brought upon him: every man also gave him 

a piece of money, and every one an earring of gold. So the LORD 

______________ the latter end of Job more than his beginning: for he 

had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand 

yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses. He had also seven sons and 

three daughters” (Job 42:10-13). 

By comparing Job chapter one and forty-two we see that God “doubles” 

Job’s blessings. 

 

 7,000 sheep becomes 14,000 sheep 

 3,000 camels becomes 6,000 camels 

 500 yoke of oxen becomes 1000 yoke of oxen 

                                                 
3 None of These Diseases, p. 72 
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 500 she asses becomes 1,000 she asses 

 7 sons and 3 daughters become an additional 7 sons and 3 daughters. 

 An additional 140 years (It is believed that Job lived to 210 years). 

 

Notice: There is no mention of material blessings; instead Job’s wealth 

was measured in terms of his family. He lived long enough to see his 

grandchildren, his great-grandchildren, and his great-great-

grandchildren. 

“After this lived Job an hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, and 

his sons' sons, even ________ 

______________________.  Job died, being 

old and full of days” (Job 42:16-17). 

 

The older we get, the more we understand 

the greatest gifts we have are our 

relationships.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Job now has 10 children in heaven and 10 children on earth! 
 

“And he said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I 
said, Who can tell whether GOD will be gracious to me, that the child 
may live? But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring 
him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me” (II 
Samuel 12:22-23). 
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PROFOUND REFLECTION 
 

“So the LORD blessed the ____________ 

______ of Job more than his 

__________________...” (Job 42:12). 

 

“Behold, we count them happy which 

endure. Ye have heard of the patience of 

Job, and have seen the ______ of the Lord; 

that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender 

mercy” (James 5:11). 

 

God always saves the best for last! This truth is illustrated at Jesus’ first 

miracle in Cana of Galilee. During the third day of the marriage they ran 

out of wine for the wedding guests, a terrible breach of hospitality. It 

was then that Jesus turned the water into wine. When the ruler of the 

feast tasted this new wine he called to the bridegroom:  “And saith unto 

him, Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when 

men have well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast kept the  

________ wine until now” (John 2:10). 

 

That’s the difference between Jesus and the devil. The devil always 

serves his best first and then it gets progressively worst. The prodigal 

son started out with wine, women, and song, but he ended up with pigs, 

slop, and filth (see Psalm 73). 

 

But with Jesus, He always saves the best for last. As the song says,  

“Every day with Jesus is sweeter than the day before.”  

  

http://www.biblical-art.com/artwork.asp?id_artwork=14021&showmode=Full
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The moment that Job has been longing 

for finally arrives—God is about to 

speak (Job 38:1). For months Job has 

expressed his desire to talk to God face 

to face. 

 

 “For he is not a man, as I am, that I should answer him, and we 

should come together in judgment. Neither is there any 

______________ betwixt us, that might lay his hand upon us 

both…Then would I speak, and not fear him; but it is not so with 

me” (Job 9:32-35). 

 “Surely I would speak to the Almighty, and I desire to 

____________ with God…Behold now, I have ______________ 

____ __________; I know that I shall be justified” (Job 13:3, 18). 

 “Behold, I cry out of wrong, but __ ____ ______ __________: I cry 

aloud, but there is no judgment” (Job 19:7). 

 “Oh that I knew where I might find him! that I might come even to 

his seat! I would __________ ____ __________ before him, and fill 

my mouth with arguments” (Job 23:3-4). 

 “As God liveth, who hath taken away my ________________; and 

the Almighty, who hath vexed my soul” (Job 27:2). 

 “I would ____________ ________ ______ the number of my steps; 

as a prince would I go near unto him” (Job 31:37). 

 

Surely, God will now explain to Job the reasons why. Why the pain, 

why the suffering, why the hurt… However, God does not explain 

Himself, but reveals Himself to Job! For four chapters, 123 verses God 

asks Job some 77 questions. Basically, God is telling us that if we 

cannot comprehend the physical truths of God’s creation, how can we 

understand the spiritual?  
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Jesus said; “If therefore ye have not been faithful in the 

______________________ ____________, who will commit to your 

trust the ________ ____________?” (Luke 16:11). 

 

The purpose of the following observations is to help that person who is 

hurting to stop focusing on themselves and to see the wonder and 

greatness of God! 

 

TAKE A HIKE IN THE BUSH (Job 38:4-6) 

 

“I will lift up mine eyes unto the __________, from 

whence cometh my help. My help cometh from the 

________, which made heaven and earth” (Psalms 

121:1-2).  

 

My pastor, Dr. Bruce Cummons would often encourage us to take these 

verses literally and suggested a person should: 

 

 Take a hike (he would recommend the hills of West Virginia) for 

physical refreshment. 

 Spend some time with the LORD in prayer for spiritual revival. 

 

In Job chapters 38-41, God speaks of the wonders of His creation and 

asks Job if he was there when He “laid the foundations of the 

__________?” (Job 38:4).  

 

LISTEN TO SOME MUSIC (Job 38:7) 

 

There are over 500 references to music in the Word of 

God. In Job we are told that the “morning stars” and 

the “sons of God” provided “background music” for 

God during creation. 

 

The Psalmist tells us to “come before his presence with 

______________” (Psalm 100:2). Remember, nothing will usher you 

into the presence of God any quicker than the wings of song. 
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GO SAILING (Job 38:8-11) 

 

In verse nine, God speaks about the “cloud the ______________ 

thereof, and __________ ________________ a swaddlingband.” This 

refers to the canopy, before the flood, that filtered out harmful radiation 

from the sun as well as creating a greenhouse effect, making the entire 

planet a warm tropical climate.  

 

The Psalmist speaks of some of the lessons from the sea in Psalm 

107:23-30; “They that go down to the ______ in ships, that do business 

in great ____________; These see the works of the LORD, and his 

wonders in the deep For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, 

which lifteth up the waves thereof. They mount up to the heaven, they go 

down again to the depths: their soul is melted because of trouble. They 

reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wits' 

end. Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and he bringeth 

them out of their distresses. He maketh the storm a 

calm, so that the waves thereof are still. Then are 

they glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth 

them unto their desired haven” (Psalm 107:23-30). 

 

VIEW A SUNRISE (Job 38:12-15) 

 

Every sunrise has God’s signature on it, as He 

reminds us that “his compassions fail not. They 

are ______ __________ ______________: 

great is thy faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:22-

23). 

 

This section not only speaks of “morning” but also how the earth “is 

____________ as clay to the seal…” (Job 38:14). 

 

The earth is orbiting around the sun at a speed of 66,000 mph, while at 

the same time it is spinning around (at about 1,000 mph) so that one part 

of the globe is facing the sun while the other is in darkness. If this didn’t 

occur every day, one side of the planet would freeze and the other side 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1366&bih=643&tbm=isch&tbnid=0QuTFDXVuUHPiM:&imgrefurl=http://clipart.usscouts.org/library/Scouting_Skills_and_Activities/sailing/&docid=nQRmQ7kV7dmuiM&imgurl=http://clipart.usscouts.org/library/Scouting_Skills_and_Activities/sailing/images/sailing.gif&w=607&h=415&ei=P8daT9vRAtGHmQXo5o2_Dw&zoom=1
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would burn up. And every morning the sun rises in a different place, 

because the planet is also tilting on its axis 23 degrees to create the 

different seasons. Otherwise each hemisphere would be too cold or too 

hot to support life.  

 

TRY SCUBA DIVING (Job 38:16) 

 

God speaks of His underwater springs and 

fountains (also see Genesis 7:11 and Proverbs 

8:28). 

 

VISIT SOMEONE IN NEED (Job 38:17) 

 

One of the best ways to bring our suffering into 

perspective is to visit those in the hospital and 

nursing homes.  

 

STUDY GEOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY (Job 38:18) 

 

Dr. James Dwight Dana, the most prominent geologist in American 

history, in addressing a graduating class, stated:  “Young men! As you 

go out into the world to face scientific problems, remember… that there 

is nothing truer in all of the universe than the scientific statements 

contained in the Word of God.” 

 

“Hast thou __________________ the breadth of the earth? declare if 

thou knowest it all” Today we know that the diameter of the earth is 7, 

927 miles and has a circumference of 24, 894 miles, but we still have 

not “perceived” or understand what it means. God’s revelation of nature 

enhances the Scriptures, never embarrasses it! 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1366&bih=643&tbm=isch&tbnid=GT42U_aiJL38cM:&imgrefurl=http://www.illustrationsof.com/442877-royalty-free-hospital-clipart-illustration&docid=058IFGklpdoWdM&imgurl=http://www.illustrationsof.com/royalty-free-hospital-clipart-illustration-442877.jpg&w=400&h=420&ei=NzJaT5XfEYukiAek6amjDQ&zoom=1
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Try an Experiment in the Laboratory (Job 38:19-21) 

 

A remarkable discovery of modern 

physics is that light dwells along a 

“way,” continually traveling at an 

immense speed. Darkness, on the 

other hand, dwells in any “place” 

where no light is on its way. 

 

In 1861, the French Academy of Science published a list of 51 

“scientific facts” which supposedly contradicted the Bible. These were 

used by the atheists of the day to ridicule Christianity. Today, all 51 of 

these “facts” have been disproved. The Bible is the only religious book 

in the world that is scientifically accurate! 

 

BUILD A SNOWMAN (Job 38:22-23) 

 

“Hast thou entered into the __________________ of the 

snow?” In many parts of the world a good winter 

promises a good harvest. The snow not only brings water 

to the soil but also valuable nutrients.  

 

The book of Job has more references to snow, ice and cold than any 

other book of the Bible (There are a number of references in Job which 

hints of the Ice Age, which would have naturally followed Noah’s 

Flood). 

 

SET UP A WEATHER STATION (Job 38:24-30) 

 

God has given us the weather and seasons as a witness of His goodness. 

“Nevertheless he left not himself without witness, in that he did good, 

and gave us ________ from heaven, and fruitful ______________, 

filling our hearts with food and gladness” (Acts 14:17). 

This passage (Job 38) is also a reference to the hydrologic cycle (see 

Job 26:8; 36:27-28; 37:16; Psalms 135:7; Ecclesiastes 1:6-7). 

 

Albert Einstein contended the 

only constant in the universe 

was light. He used it as the 

key factor to demonstrate the 

relationship between mass and 

energy (E=mc²).  
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VISIT A PLANETARIUM (Job 38:31-33) 

 

It was Galileo who said:  “The Scriptures were 

given not to tell us how the heavens go, but 

how to go to heaven.” While this is true, 

remember, whenever the Bible makes a 

scientific statement, it is always accurate. 

 

 Pleiades –The words “sweet influences” indicates this 

constellation is a cluster or bound together gravitationally. 

 

 Orion –Not bound but an expanding constellation. 

 

 Mazzaroth – This refers to the signs of the Zodiac (You can see 

the plan of salvation from Virgo the Virgin to Leo the Lion). 

 

 Arcturus – This fourth brightest star in the sky, is part of the 

constellation Ursa Major, the Great Bear, or the “Big Dipper.” 

Some have called Arcturus the “runaway star” because of its 

motion. It travels at 125,000 miles per second. Interesting that 

God speaks of “guiding” it. 

 

 Ordinances – Sir Isaac Newton had a model of the solar system 

made.  An unbelieving friend stopped by and admired the 

miniature cosmos.  “Who made it for you?” he asked, 

“Nobody,” Newton replied.  “What do you mean, ‘nobody,” his 

friend responded. “That right,” Newton continue, “All those 

cogs and belts and gears just happened to come together." 

 

“The heavens ______________ the glory of God; and the firmament 

sheweth his handywork” (Psalm 19:1). 
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ENJOY A THUNDERSTORM (Job 38:34-38)  

 

One of the most remarkable discoveries of modern engineering science 

is that electrical currents may be used (radio, television, etc.) to transmit 

information with “lightning” speed. 

 

TAKE A TRIP TO THE ZOO 
 

If you love animals, you should read 

all of Job 38-39. These chapters could 

be subtitled “God’s Animal Planet.” 

 

Earlier, in chapter twelve, Job pleads 

with Zophar to learn life’s lessons 

from nature: “But ask now the beasts, and they shall __________ thee; 

and the fowls of the air, and they shall ________ : Or speak to the 

earth, and it shall __________ thee: and the fishes of the sea shall  

____________ unto thee” (Job 12:7-8). 

 

Now God is challenging Job with several life principles learned by 

observing his creatures! Note that God used a whale to get Jonah’s 

attention, a donkey to speak to Balaam, and a rooster to convict Simon 

Peter. 

 

 Lion (Job 38:39-40). God asks the question – who provides for 

the animals?  

 

 Raven (Job 38:41) also see Matthew 6:26)). 

 

“Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they 

reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father 

______________ them. Are ye not much better than they?” 

(Matthew 6:26). 

 

 Wild Goats (Job 39:1a) 
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 Deer (Job 39:1-4) 
 

 Donkey (Job 39:5-8) 
 

 Unicorn  (Job 39:9-12)  
 

Unicorns are mentioned in 

the Bible 9 times, in 5 

different books (Numbers 

23:22; 24:8; Deuteronomy 

33:17; Job 39:9-10; Psalm 

22:21; 29:6; 92:10; Isaiah 

34:7). 
 

 Peacocks (Job 39:13a) 
 

 Ostrich (Job 39:13-17) 
 

 Horse (Job 39:18-25) 
 

 Grasshopper Job 39:20) 
 

 Hawk (Job 39:26) 
 

The Arctic Tern migrates 

from the Arctic to the Antarctic every year, a trip that can total 

more than 25,000 miles. The average Arctic tern will make this 

trip 20 times. 
 

 Eagle (Job 39:27-30) 
 

DON’T FORGET CHURCH (Job 40:1-14) 
 

This is the second time that God addresses Job “out of 

the __________________” (Job 40:6). The times you do 

not feel like praying or being around God’s people, is the 

times you most need to pray and being around God’s 

people (Job 42:11) 

The Webster’s New World 

Dictionary defines unicorn as 

“A mythical horselike animal 

with a single horn growing 

from its forehead.” However 

the first edition of the Noah 

Webster’s Dictionary of 1828 

defines unicorn as “An animal 

with one horn; the monoceros, 

this name is often applied to 

the rhinoceros.” This edition 

further defines rhinoceros as 

“A genus of quadrupeds of 

two species, one of which, the 

unicorn, has a single horn 

growing almost erect from the 

nose. This animal when full 

grown, is said to be 12 feet in 

length. There is another 

species with two horns, the 

bicornis. They are natives of 

Asia and Africa.” The 

scientific name of the Asian 

One-Horned Rhinoceros is 

Rhinoceros unicornis.  

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1366&bih=643&tbm=isch&tbnid=q__2TDtUmMn_LM:&imgrefurl=http://christchurchkentisland.org/page.aspx?id=149627&docid=vyA5zlhdkp1NLM&imgurl=http://christchurchkentisland.org/files/Ministries/Ministries Images/clip art church.jpg&w=866&h=1030&ei=ECFbT66tL4zNmAX2vZnJDw&zoom=1


45 

 

DO NOT FORGET DINOSAURS, DRAGONS AND THE 

DEVIL 
 

 Behemoth (Job 40:15-24) 

 

The word behemoth means, simply, “huge 

beast,” and commentators commonly take 

it to be either an elephant or a 

hippopotamus. The subsequent description, 

however, fits neither of these, nor any 

other living animal. On the other hand, it 

seems to match the probable description of 

a great land dinosaur, such as the tyrannosaurus. 

 

 Leviathan (Job 41:1-34) 

 

Leviathan was evidently the greatest of the marine reptiles, or 

dinosaurs, something like a plesiosaur, perhaps, although modern 

commentators tend to call it a crocodile. Isaiah says that leviathan 

was “the ____________ that is in the sea” (Isaiah 27:1), and the 

psalmist said that leviathan “played” in the “great and wide sea” 

(Psalm 104:25, 26). 

 

Personally, I believe that Leviathan was an actual fire breathing 

dragon (see Job 41:21). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to scientist Hugh Ross, the evidence of nature points to an 

intelligent designer.  As a matter of fact, he says the evidence that life 

must arise from intelligent design is 1 trillion times stronger than just a 

year ago.  Ross has identified 50 characteristics of a planetary system 

that must be "fine tuned" for life to exist. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1366&bih=643&tbm=isch&tbnid=zuySeA2bePso9M:&imgrefurl=http://www.1timothy4-13.com/files/bible/dino.html&docid=XZ8C9vkE16lwxM&imgurl=http://www.1timothy4-13.com/files/bible/images/dino_005.jpg&w=320&h=331&ei=1DVaT_P-HYmRiQftmPmgDQ&zoom=1
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HOW BIG IS YOUR GOD? 
 

George Washington Carver wrote: “Reading about nature is fine, but if 

a person walks in the woods and listens carefully, he can learn more 

than what is in books, for they speak with the voice of God.” 

 

When Hezekiah found Jerusalem surrounded with the fearful Assyrian 

army that had never been defeated, he prayed: “O LORD God of Israel, 

which dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou 

alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; thou hast ________ heaven and 

earth.  LORD, bow down thine ear, and hear: open, LORD, thine eyes, 

and see: and hear the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent him to 

reproach the living God” (II Kings 19:15-16). 

 

When the early church began to suffer persecution, they gathered 

together to pray, “And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to 

God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast 

________ heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is” (Acts 

4:24). 

 

 In the words of Jeremiah: “Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast ________ 

the heaven and the earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, and 

there is nothing too hard for thee” (Jeremiah 32:17). 

 

When Job realized the greatness of God, he 

exclaimed “I know that ________ __________ 

____ __________ __________” (Job 42:2). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
How Big is Your God? 

 


