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ELIJAH THE PROPHET 
I Kings 17:1 

 

Introduction – The word “prophet” in its 

various forms appears 640 times in the Bible.  While 

Elijah was not a writing prophet (with the exception 

of a brief letter he wrote to Jehoram, King of Judah –

II Chronicles 21), he is perhaps the greatest of all the Old Testament 

prophets. Alexander Whyte called him “a Mount Sinai of a man with a 

heart like a thunderstorm.” F.B. Meyer stated that he was a “colossus 

among men.” Alexander McClaren described him as “the Martin Luther 

of the Old Testament.” The Holman Bible Dictionary referred to Elijah 

''the grandest and most romantic character that Israel ever produced,'' 
 

The word prophet comes from the two Latin words:  pro meaning 

“instead of,” and phet meaning “to speak.” We see an illustration of this 

in Exodus 7:1, where Aaron is to speak in the place Moses.   
 

“And the LORD said unto Moses, See, I have made thee a god to 

Pharaoh: and Aaron thy brother shall be thy ______________.”  
 

Elijah’s name appears 69 times in the Old Testament and 30 times in 

the New Testament as “Elias.” He is mentioned more than any other 

prophet in the New Testament. He is compared to: 
 

JOHN THE BAPTIST – Elijah is the last 

promise of the Old Testament and one of the 

first promises of the New Testament (Malachi 

4:5-6; Luke 1:17). While Malachi’s prophecy 

was partially fulfilled in the ministry of John 

the Baptist (Matthew 11:14-15; 17:10-13), I 

believe it will be completely fulfilled by the 

two witnesses in Revelation 11:5-6). 

JESUS CHRIST – The Lord himself was rumored by some to be Elijah 

during his time on earth (Matthew 16:13-14; Mark 8:27-28; Luke 9:18-

19). 

John the Baptist was 

not a reincarnation of 

Elijah but a man of 

like presence, power 

and purpose. John 

clearly states that he is 

not Elijah (John 1:19-

23). 
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MOUNT OF TRANSFIGURATION – Both Moses and Elijah appeared 

to talk with Jesus (Matthew 17:3).  

THE RESTORER OF ALL THINGS – There are various groups of Jews 

who set up an empty chair for the rituals of 

circumcision and Passover. Some use an 

Elijah cup and leave the front door unlocked 

as an expression of hope that Elijah will come 

and set the world right. This seems to be the 

case with some of those who stood around the 

cross (Matthew 27:47-49). 
  

The Name of Elijah – Elijah’s name comes from the Hebrew 

words El or Elohim and Jah or Jehovah. Combining them together 

means “God is God.” Between the “El” and “jah” comes the small letter 

i, which in the Hebrew has reference to the personal pronoun “my” or 

“mine.”   
 

Hence, the title of our study, ELIJAH—GOD IS MY GOD. Lest you 

think I am doing an injustice to the Scripture, please note that Jesus in 

John 9:7, speaks of the pool of Siloam and then adds “which is by 

interpretation, ________” The same truth is found in: 
 

 EMMANUEL – “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall 

bring forth a son, and they shall call his name ________________, 

which being interpreted is, ______ ________ ____” (Matthew 

1:23). 

 BARNABAS – “And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed 

________________, (which is, being interpreted, The ______ ____ 

____________________,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus” 

(Acts 4:36). 

 MELCHISEDEC – “To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; 

first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and after that 

also King of __________, which is, King of __________” (Hebrews 

7:2). 
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The significance of his name came home to me several years ago when 

we first discovered that my wife, Cyndi, had cancer. As we wrestled 

with the up and downs of her treatments we found that God was more 

than sufficient. During that time we learned that God is our God 

whether the brook is running full or has run dry, whether the barrel is 

full or empty, whether we are experiencing the highs of Mount Carmel 

or the lows of sitting under the juniper tree in the wilderness. We 

discovered that the God of the mountain is still God in the valley (I 

Kings 20:28). 
 

Divided Kingdom – Elijah’s story begins with the 

conjunction “______ Elijah the Tishbite…” *I Kings 17:1).  

Remember, conjunctions are connecting words, in this case connecting 

Elijah with the events which have already happened.  
 

The chart below illustrates the context of the Book of 

First Kings. Upon Solomon’s death, his son, 

Rehoboam becomes king. Shortly thereafter, 

Jeroboam rebels, taking ten tribes to the North and 

becoming known as Israel. This kingdom lasted 256 

years before going in the Assyrian Captivity. They 

had 19 kings, all of which were bad. For our purposes we will briefly 

look at the first seven kings of Israel to give us some background to 

Elijah’s ministry (The Southern Kingdom of Judah also had 19 kings 

and lasted 134 years longer because some its kings were good). 

 

United Kingdom

Saul/ David/Solomon

Northern Kingdom - Isreal

Jeroboam - 10 tribes - lasts 256 years

Southern Kingdom - Judah

Rehoboam - 2 tribes - lasts 390 years

E
li

ja
h
 A

ss
y
ri

an
 

C
ap

ti
v
it

y
 

B
ab

y
lo

n
ia

n
 

C
ap

ti
v
it

y
 



Elijah – God is my God 4 

EPITAPHS – Reading I Kings is like reading the 

obituary column in the daily paper. Fifty-eight years 

has passed since the death of Solomon and the 

division of the Kingdom. Seven kings have reigned, 

listed below is the divine commentary on their lives. 
 

 JEROBOAM – “After this thing Jeroboam returned not from his 

________ ______, but made again of the lowest of the people 

priests of the high places: whosoever would, he consecrated him, 

and he became one of the priests of the high places” (I Kings 

13:33). He set up golden calves for altars in Bethel and Dan (It is 

interesting that the standard of righteousness for Judah was David; 

while the standard of wickedness in Israel was Jeroboam). 

 NADAB – “And he did ________ in the sight of the LORD, and 

walked in the way of his father, and in his sin wherewith he made 

Israel to sin” (I Kings 15:26).  

 BAASHA – “Because of the sins of Jeroboam which he sinned, and 

which he made Israel sin, by his provocation wherewith he 

provoked the LORD God of Israel to anger” (I Kings 15:30). 

 ELAH – “For all the sins of Baasha, and the ________ of Elah his 

son, by which they sinned, and by which they made Israel to sin, in 

provoking the LORD God of Israel to anger with their 

________________” (I Kings 16:13). Elah reigned for two years. 

 ZIMRI – “For his ________ which he sinned in doing evil in the 

sight of the LORD, in walking in the way of Jeroboam, and in his 

sin which he did, to make Israel to sin” (I Kings 16:19).  

 OMRI – “But Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the LORD, and did 

worse than all that were before him. For he walked in all the way of 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel 

to sin, to provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger with their 

vanities” (I Kings 16:25-26). 
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 AHAB – “And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the 

LORD __________ ______ that were before him. And it came to 

pass, as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the 

daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and served 

Baal, and worshipped him. And he reared up an altar for Baal in 

the house of Baal, which he had built in Samaria. And Ahab made a 

grove; and Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel to 

anger than all the kings of Israel that were before him” (I Kings 

16:30-33).  
 

THE DIABOLICAL DUO – Ahab and Jezebel. 

This is the first time a king’s wife is mentioned.  
 

AHAB – The name Ahab occurs nearly 100 times in 

the Bible and means “like his father.” While history may consider him a 

successful political rulers, his name is notorious in the Bible as a sinful 

king with no regard for God’s Word. 
 

His disregard for God is illustrated by his serving false gods, slaying 

God’s prophets and the stealing of Naboth’s vineyard. It is further 

showed by his ignoring Joshua’s 500 year old prophesy concerning the 

rebuilding of the city of Jericho (I Kings 16:34 cf Joshua 6:26).  
 

JEZEBEL - was the princess daughter of Ethbaal, who according to the 

Jewish historian, Josephus, slew his own brother to assume the throne. 

Ethbaal’s name simply means “with Baal.” Jezebel was named after the 

Phoenician phrase “izebel” or “where is the prince,” a reference to Baal. 
 

This backdrop provides the setting for Elijah’s ministry. God raised up 

a dramatic man for drastic times (Isaiah 59:19). As has been noted by 

numerous authors, the appearance of a prophet was always 

accompanied by a warning of judgment (Unless the people to whom the 

prophet was called would turn to God – II Chronicles 7:14).  
 

Elijah’s ministry covers about twenty-one years and is recorded in I 

Kings 17-II Kings 2.  
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THE BATTLE OF THE GODS – While we will be looking at this 

spiritual warfare in more detail later, the battle has already begun with 

the beginning of the drought (Baal was the weather god). 

 

 BAAL – Was the chief Canaanite god, 

usually represented as brandishing a club 

in one hand, symbolizing thunder and a 

lightning bolt in the other.  On his head he 

wore a helmet with horns suggesting his 

association with the bull, a symbol of 

fertility and potency.  Baal was the storm 

god wit had the power to drive away Mot, 

the god of the dry season. 
 

Baal worship included the following:  
 

1. Incense – “Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and 

swear falsely, and burn ______________ unto Baal, and walk 

after other gods whom ye know not” (Jeremiah 7:9). 

2. Infants/Human Sacrifices – “They have built also the high 

places of Baal, to ________ __________ ________ with fire for 

burnt offerings unto Baal, which I commanded not, nor spake it, 

neither came it into my mind” (Jeremiah 19:5). 

3. Immorality – “For they also built them high places, and 

images, and groves, on every high hill, and under every green 

tree. And there were also __________________ in the land: and 

they did according to all the abominations of the nations which 

the LORD cast out before the children of Israel” (I Kings 14:23-

24). 
 

 ASHERAH - was the chief goddess of Tyre, Philistine, Syria, 

Phoenicia, and Canaan. The Phoenicians called her Astarte, the 

Assyrians worshiped her as Ishtar. She was one of Baal’s lovers. 
 

She was considered the moon –goddess and was represented as a 

limbless tree trunk planted in groves.  
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ON THE ROAD AGAIN – A key feature in the life and ministry 

of Elijah is location. The map below will help us follow him as God 

leads him from place to place. This area is known as Southern Lebanon 

and Northern Israel today.
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HOW BIG IS YOUR GOD 
I Kings 17:1 

 

“And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants 

of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the ________ ______ 

of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not 

be dew nor rain these years, but according to my 

word” (I Kings 17:1). 

 

The exact phrase, “the LORD God of Israel” occurs 95 times in the Old 

Testament (God is referred to as the God of Israel about 200 times in 

the Bible). The word LORD, (all capital letters) is used nearly 7,000 

times in the Old Testament and is translated from the Hebrew word 

“YHVH” (no vowels). This is known as the "Tetragrammaton," 

meaning the "The Four Letters.” This was the name that God used to 

reveal Himself to Moses at the burning bush (Exodus 3:14-15).  It was 

in this name that Moses 

stood before Pharaoh and 

declared “Let my people 

go.” This is the God Who 

was, Who is and Who is to 

come – The Eternal God. 

 

Ponder these thoughtful words by A.W. Tozer: 

 

What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most 

important thing about us…Man’s spiritual history will positively 

demonstrate that no religion has ever been greater than its idea of 

God. Worship is pure or base as the worshipper entertains high or 

low thoughts of God…Everything in the universe is good to the 

degree it conforms to the nature of God and evil as it fails to do so. 

 

When God is big your problems seem small. When God is small 

your problems seem big. Or as one person wrote: “Instead of telling 

God how big your problems are, tell your problems how big your God 

is!”  

JEHOVAH 
“I AM THAT I AM” 

 

Past – “HAYAH” – meaning “was” 

Present – “HOVEH” – meaning “is” 

Future – “YIHYEH” – meaning “will be” 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/9b/93/bc/9b93bcededbc8f301706efb234434c00.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.pinterest.com/sherrymoore/prophets/&h=166&w=188&tbnid=zbOyEn4GRuNGRM:&zoom=1&docid=RpXN-e9qVA0xCM&hl=en&ei=sxDUVMzIJcO5mwW5ooLAAw&tbm=isch&ved=0CCYQMygJMAk
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Perhaps we need to be reminded of the words of Ruth Harns Calkin’s 

children’s chorus: “My God is so big, so strong and so mighty; 

there's nothing my God cannot do.” “For with ______ nothing shall 

be impossible” (Luke 1:37 also see Luke 18:27; Matthew 19:26; Mark 

10:27; Genesis 18:14; Numbers 11:23; Jeremiah 32:17, 27)  
 

I like the way Mr. Beaver describes Aslan (a type of Christ) in C.S. 

Lewis’ book, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. We will pick up 

the story where Lucy asks: 
 

“Is he a man?”…“Aslan a man!” said Mr. Beaver sternly. Certainly 

not. I tell you he is King of the wood and the son of the great 

emperor-beyond- the-sea. Don’t you know who is the King of the 

Beasts? Aslan is a lion – the Lion, the great lion.” “ooh!” said 

Susan, “I’d thought he was a man. Is he – quite safe? I shall feel 

rather nervous about meeting a lion.” “That you will, dearie, and 

no mistake” said Mrs. Beaver; “if there’s anyone who can appear 

before Aslan without their knees knocking, they’re either braver 

than most or else just silly.” “Then he isn’t 

safe?” said Lucy. “Safe?” said Mr. Beaver; 

“don’t you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells 

you? Who said anything about safe? 

‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good. He’s 

the King, I tell you.” 
 

“For the ________ your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great 

God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh 

reward” (Deuteronomy 10:17). 
 

Alexander Maclaren wrote: 
 

If we truly feel that the Lord liveth, before whom we stand, we shall 

want nothing else for our work but His smile; and we shall feel that 

the light of His face is all we need. That thought should deaden our 

love for outward things. How the things that we fever our souls by 

pursuing, and fret our hearts when we lose, will cease to attract! 

How small and vulgar the “prizes” of life, as people call them, will 

appear! 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://mylionclipart.com/1024/clipart-of-a-vintage-black-and-white-lion-looking-left-by-bestvector-485.jpg&imgrefurl=http://animal-kid.com/lion-black-and-white-clipart.html&h=1044&w=1024&tbnid=HIVWC-S1N5OYqM:&zoom=1&docid=ndcfnrNVOEYIWM&hl=en&ei=ELfZVLbND8GNmwWY7oDoBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CGQQMygpMCk
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The Prophet Daniel wrote:  “….but the people that do ________ their 

God shall be strong, and do exploits” (Daniel 11:32).  

 

It was because Elijah was convinced of the greatness of God that he: 

 

Stood in the Presence of the Lord 
 

Elijah makes this assertion twice, both times 

before he stands before Ahab.  
 

“And Elijah the Tishbite,  who was of the 

inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab,  As the 

LORD God of Israel liveth, ____________ 

________ __ __________  there shall not be 

dew nor rain these years, but according to my 

word” (I Kings 17:1 also see I Kings 18:15) 
 

Standing before God carries the following connotations: 
 

 INTIMACY – a personal “face to face” relationship (I Samuel 

16:22; I Corinthians 13:12). 

 INSTANT – Like a waiter, anticipate need. (Deuteronomy 18:7; 

Psalm 123:2; Acts 13:2).  

 INSTRUCTION –Is usually best given in person (II John 12). 

 INSTRUMENT – Stand before me in the gap (Ezekiel 22:30)  

 INTEREST – The Queen of Sheba notes this aspect of standing 

before Solomon and hearing him speak (I Kings 10:8). 

 INSPECTION – Like standing before a general (Deuteronomy 

29:10). 

 INTERCESSION – Give offering and intercede on the behalf of 

others (Ezekiel 44:15). 

 INQUEST - Like standing before a judge (Revelation 20:12), 

 INVITATION – What a privilege to be invited into the presence of 

the King of Glory! 

HE WHO 

STANDS BEFORE 

GOD CAN STAND 

BEFORE 

ANYONE. 
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Oswald Chambers said, “The remarkable thing about fearing God is 

that when you fear God you fear nothing else, whereas if you do not 

fear God you fear everything else.”  
 

 Before Elijah could stand before Ahab, he had to stand before the 

LORD. 

 Before Elisha could stand before Jehoshaphat, he had to stand 

before the LORD (II Kings 3:14; 5:16). 

 Before Moses could stand before Pharaoh, he had to stand before 

the LORD. 

 Before Nehemiah could stand before Artaxerxes, he had to stand 

before the LORD. 

 Before Esther could stand before Ahasuerus, he had to stand before 

the LORD. 

 Before Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego could stand before 

Nebuchadnezzar, he had to stand before the LORD. 

 Before Daniel could stand before Darius, he had to stand before the 

LORD. 
 

Sought the Promises of the Lord 
 

In his book, The Life of Elijah, A.W. Pink 

wrote: “He prayed because he was assured 

that the Lord God lived and ruled over all. 

He prayed because he realized the God is all-

mighty and that with Him all things are 

possible. He prayed because he felt his own 

weakness and insufficiency and therefore 

turned to God who is clothed with might and 

is infinitely self-sufficient.” 
 

A vital element in Israel’s awakening is found in Elijah’s prayers 

for the nation. The Apostle Paul records that “God hath not cast away 

his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of 

Elias? how he maketh ________________________ to God against 

Israel, saying” (Romans 11:2). 

 

THERE HAS NEVER 

BEEN A SPIRITUAL 

AWAKENING IN ANY 

COUNTRY OR LOCALITY 

THAT DID NOT BEGIN 

IN UNITED PRAYER. 
A.T. Pierson 

http://www.iwise.com/Oswald_Chambers
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“Elias was a man subject to like passions as 

we are, and he ____________ earnestly that 

it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth 

by the space of three years and six months. 

And he ____________ __________, and the 

heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth 

her fruit” (James 5:17-18). 

 

AND HE PRAYED – Is there a contradiction between James 5:17-18 

and I Kings 18:1? James writes that the drought lasted 3½ years while 

the Book of First Kings seems to indicate that it lasted just 3 years.  

 

And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the Lord came 

to Elijah in the __________ ________, saying, Go, shew theself 

unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth (I Kings 18:1). 

 

The Gospel of Luke confirms that the famine/drought lasted 3½ years: 

 

Many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when heaven shut 

up __________ __________ and ______ ____________, when 

great famine was throughout all the land (Luke 4:25).   

 

How do we explain the difference? By understanding that Elijah had 

been praying for six months (the beginning of the drought) before he 

approached King Ahab. 

 

R.A. Torrey’s words are instructive in the importance of praying before 

the battle begins: 

 

The reason why many fail in battle is because they wait until the 

hour of battle. The reason why others succeed is because they have 

gained their victory on their knees long before the battle came. 

Anticipate your battles; fight them on your knees before temptation 

comes, and you will always have victory. 

  

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://coloringsheets.info/images/103140-elijah-elijah-ascends-to-heaven-goliath-jacobs-dream-king-david.gif&imgrefurl=http://coloringsheets.info/271819-elijah-and-king-ahab-coloring-online&h=481&w=656&tbnid=3YJSyTB6XITitM:&zoom=1&docid=B5yCN9YCSeQbTM&itg=1&hl=en&ei=agnbVLrjGoi7mQWpmYCIBA&tbm=isch&ved=0CCQQMygcMBw4ZA
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AND HE PRAYED AGAIN – As we continue to look at Elijah’s prayer 

life 
 

 He prayed for the widow’s son (I Kings 17:19-22). 

 He prayed on Mount Carmel (I Kings 18:36-38). 

 He prayed about the rain (I Kings 18:42-45) 
 

SPOKE THE PRECEPTS OF THE LORD 
 

Elijah’s message was more than the nursery rhyme “It Aint 

Gonna Rain No More No More;” but a warning of 

judgment. As we mentioned last week, the battle of the 

Gods has begun. Elijah makes an open declaration of war 

against Baal (the weather god), Ahab (the wicked king) and 

the nation of Israel (the wayward nation). 
 

“And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of 

Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD God of Israel liveth, before 

whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but 

according to my word” (I Kings 17:1). 
 

This message that Elijah spoke unto Ahab was based on Biblical 

principles: 
 

“Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not deceived, and ye 

turn aside, and serve other gods, and worship them; And then the 

LORD’S wrath be kindled against you, and he shut up the heaven, 

that there be ____ ________, and that the land yield not her fruit; 

and lest ye perish quickly from off the good land which the LORD 

giveth you” (Deuteronomy 11:16-17 also see Leviticus 26:19-20; 

Deuteronomy 28:23-24)) 

 

Elijah reminds Ahab and the nation that our God is a Great God and 

only He can make rain: “Are there any among the vanities of the 

Gentiles that can cause rain? or can the heavens give showers? art 

not thou he, O ________ our God? therefore we will wait upon thee: 

for thou hast made all these things” (Jeremiah 14:22). 
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The reason Elijah’s word was powerful was 

because it was based on “the word of the Lord.” 

The Word of God is referred to at least seven 

times in the chapter (Remember, one of the marks 

of a prophet was his words had to harmonize with God’s Word – 

Deuteronomy 18:18-22). 

 

 “And the ________ of the LORD came unto him, saying” (I Kings 

17:2) 

 “So he went and did according unto the ________ of the LORD” (I 

Kings 17:5). 

 “And the ________ of the LORD came unto him, saying” (I Kings 

17:8). 

 “For thus __________ the LORD God of Israel…” (I Kings 17:14). 

 “And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, 

according to the ________ of the LORD” (I Kings 17:16). 

 “And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a 

man of God, and that the ________ of the LORD in thy mouth is 

truth” (I Kings 17:24). 

 

Elijah’s preaching was bold because he had a Great God. 

 

HOW BIG IS YOUR GOD? Leonard Ravenhill, in his book, Why 

Revival Tarries, both asks and answers this question with the 

following quotation: “Where is now the Lord God of Elijah? He is 

waiting for Elijah to call on Him” (see II Kings 2:14). 

 

CAN GOD USE ME? Allow me to answer this question with a book 

title from R.T. Kendall, These Are the Days of Elijah—How God 

Uses Ordinary People to Do Extraordinary Things.  
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THE BROOK CHERITH 
I Kings 17:2-7 

 

Several authors have referred to Cherith as 

DBU or the Dry Brook University. Some have 

called it the undergraduate program for Mount 

Carmel Graduate School of Theology. 
 

There are several lessons here that must be 

learned here at the brook if we are going to go 

forward in our walk with the Lord. 
 

A PRINCIPLE OF OBEDIENCE 
 

“______ the word of the LORD came unto him, saying” (I Kings 17:2). 
 

One step at time – Elijah may have thought, 

“Alright, bring on Mount Carmel and the 

prophets of Baal.” But the next step in obedience 

was “eastward” toward Cherith and not 

westward toward Carmel. God does not reveal 

His Will from A to Z, but from A to B; from B 

to C, etc. Don’t ask what is Z, but ask what is B. 

He never told him what the third step would be until he had taken the 

second step. As one person said, “Faith is taking the first step even 

when you don't see the whole staircase.” 
 

ABRAHAM – “The Lord ______ said unto Abraham, get thee…unto 

the land that I will show thee” (Genesis 12:1); but instead he went only 

half way and settled in Haran (Genesis 11:31); and it was not until he 

left there and fully obeyed that the Lord appeared to him again (Genesis 

12:4-7). 
 

PAUL – “And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou 

have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, 

and it shall be ________ thee what thou must do” (Acts 9:6). 

ONE FOOT UP, THE 

OTHER FOOT DOWN, 

THAT’S THE WAY TO 

LONDON TOWN. 
Nursery Rhyme  

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://thebiblerevival.com/clipart/i kings 17 - 4 elijah by the brook cherith.jpg&imgrefurl=http://thebiblerevival.com/clipart7.htm&h=1689&w=1239&tbnid=IUaBUcvayrCgfM:&zoom=1&docid=MEKTH7u64zP61M&ei=90fiVNWJJY_-8QXO-IKACQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CDkQMygxMDE4ZA
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A number of years ago, I had the opportunity of being 

the basketball chaplain for the Perry Panthers. Every 

Thursday we would have dinner together and I would 

have the opportunity of speaking to the team. In one 

of my talks I mentioned an upcoming game against 

Canton McKinley, a powerhouse team, on Saturday. 

After I was done the coach reminded the players that we had a game on 

Friday and that they needed to focus on Friday’s game, instead of 

Saturday’s game. He then said that we have to take it one game at a 

time.  

 

A PICTURE OF OFFENCE 
 

“Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and ________ thyself…” (I 

Kings 17:3a)  

 

As we mentioned in our 

introduction, the appearance of 

a prophet was always 

accompanied by a warning of 

judgment, the removal of a 

prophet was a sign that 

judgment was about to fall. 

Just as Israel rejected Elijah’s 

message so God rejects the 

nation of Israel. 

 

“And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is _____________ 

in his own country. But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in 

Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years 

and six months, when great famine was throughout all the land; 

But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of 

Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow” (Luke 4:24-26 – Sarepta 

is the Greek name for Zarephath). 

 

God is removing the protective hedge about Israel by removing 

Elijah from public view (Psalm 83:3). This is illustrated in: 

“BEHOLD, THE DAYS COME, 

SAITH THE LORD GOD, THAT I 

WILL SEND A FAMINE IN THE 

LAND, NOT A FAMINE OF BREAD, 

NOR A THIRST FOR WATER, BUT 

OF HEARING THE WORDS OF THE 

LORD” 
Amos 8:11 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://bestwallpaperhq.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/basketball_images_clip_art_black_white.gif&imgrefurl=http://bestwallpaperhq.com/basketball-images-clip-art-black-white-7315.html&h=1996&w=1967&tbnid=zoZrsJEhf7xKqM:&zoom=1&docid=SMzVmoGsDmYTnM&hl=en&ei=01XlVNzSLcv08QXmtoLoDA&tbm=isch&ved=0CH4QMyhbMFs
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 PSALMIST – complains about the judgment of God and states 

“…there is ____ more any prophet” (Psalm 74:9). 

 ISAIAH – One of the marks of God’s judgment was that “…thy 

teachers be ______________” (Isaiah 30:20). 

 DROUGHTS – have both a physical and spiritual dimension 

(Deuteronomy 32:2; Amos 8:11-12). 

 

A PRUNING OBSERVED 
 

“…by the brook _____________, that is before Jordan” (I Kings 17:b). 

 

Cherith means “to cut off” or “to cut down.”  Here at 

Cherith, Elijah will be both:  “cut off” from the rest of 

society and “cut down” for God’s service.  

 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every 

branch in me that beareth not fruit he ____________ away: and 

every branch that beareth fruit, he ______________ it, that it 

may bring forth more fruit” (John 15:1-2). 

 

Every branch must be pruned in order to “bring forth more fruit,” 

especially older branches. 

 

Elijah begins this chapter as Elijah the Tishbite (17:1) but closes it as 

Elijah, the man of God (17:24 – Elijah is referred to as “a man of God” 

more than any other person in the Bible). 

 

Bible teacher, J. Oswald Sanders, once overheard a conversation 

between two elderly women concerning a message he had just 

preached. One asked, “What did you think of Mr. Sander’s message?”  

 “Oh, he’s alright,” the other replied, “but he’ll be better after he’s 

suffered awhile.”  

http://www.clipartpanda.com/clipart_images/insert-your-photo-gall-under-24996502
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 JOSEPH – the pit and the prison before 

the palace. 

 MOSES – spent 1/3 of his life on the 

backside of the desert before he leads the 

people of Israel. 

 CHRIST – spent much time in the 

wilderness. 

 PAUL – spent 3 years in Arabia 

(Galatians 1:17). 

 

A PLACE ORDAINED  
 

“And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have 

commanded the ravens to feed thee __________” (I Kings 17:4). 

 

THERE – the word “there” is used four times as a destination in this 

chapter (I Kings 17:4, 9, 10). God had ordered provisions for Elijah, 

but the delivery address was in Cherith.  
 

To get to Cherith he had to travel 45 miles to the south near Jericho on 

the east side of the Jordan River.  It is believed that this small stream 

was located in the rough hills of ancient Moab in what today is known 

as Jordan. 
 

God promised to supply all Elijah’s needs, it was Elijah’s responsibility 

to be in the right place!  (See Matthew 6:33; Philippians 4:19). 
 

It is believed that Elijah stayed in Cherith for approximately one year 
 

A PROTECTION OFFERED 
 

“So he went and did according unto the word of the LORD: for he went 

and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan” (I Kings 17:5). 

 

“IT’S DOUBTFUL 

THAT GOD CAN 

BLESS A MAN 

GREATLY UNTIL 

HE HAS HURT 

HIM DEEPLY.” 
A.W. Tozer 
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Another reason that God may have sent Elijah to Cherith is 

for his own protection. He has become public enemy #1. 

Ahab labeled him “as he that troubleth” Israel (I Kings 

18:17). Ahab has been looking high and low for him, he is 

wanted “Dead or Alive,” and preferable dead. 

 

“And he said, What have I sinned, that thou wouldest deliver thy 

servant into the hand of Ahab, to slay me? As the LORD thy God 

liveth, there is no nation or kingdom, whither my lord hath not sent 

to ________ thee: and when they said, He is not there; he took an 

oath of the kingdom and nation, that they found thee not” (I Kings 

18:9-10). 

 

Elijah may have thought, “I am just getting started. We need to begin a 

campaign to clean up Israel, maybe start a city wide crusade under a big 

tent; but God said “…hide thyself” (I Kings 17:4). 

 

Sometimes the most 

courageous thing to do is stay 

and fight, sometimes the most 

courageous thing to do is to 

hide yourself. 

 

 MOSES’ PARENTS – “By faith Moses, when he was born, was 

______ three months of his parents, because they saw he was a 

proper child; and they were not afraid of the king’s commandment” 

(Hebrews 11:23). 

 JEREMIAH – “But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son of 

Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah the son 

of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet: but 

the LORD ______ them” (Jeremiah 36:26). 

 JESUS – “Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus ______ 

himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of 

them, and so passed by” (John 8:59 also see Mark 7:24). 

 DISCIPLES – “But when they persecute you in this city, ________ 

ye into another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone 

Elijah 

“FOR HE WHO FIGHTS AND RUNS AWAY 

MAY LIVE TO FIGHT ANOTHER DAY; 

BUT HE WHO IS IN BATTLE SLAIN 

CAN NEVER RISE AND FIGHT AGAIN.” 
Oliver Goldsmith 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://bestreviewpage.com/category/poster/page/47/&ei=VQjlVL2PKpLU8gWKxIDgDA&v6u=https://s-v6exp1-v4.metric.gstatic.com/gen_204?ip%3D58.169.211.29%26ts%3D1424295669925156%26auth%3Dzuwxq2qlg5z7ztfdgqeo3ovaieqwjfoj%26rndm%3D0.9740101920037006&v6s=2&v6t=25910&psig=AFQjCNHDl7y6YnBpFZsdxlUSprpdCQtWiQ&ust=1424382084785632
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over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come” (Matthew 

10:23).  
 

TWO ASPECTS OF MINISTRY 
ACTS 6:4 

“Hide thyself…” (I Kings 17:4) – The private aspect—Prayer  

“Shew thyself…” (I Kings 18:1 – The public aspect—Preaching  
 

A PROVISION ORGANIZED 
 

“And the ravens brought him __________ and 

__________ in the morning, and bread and flesh in the 

evening; and he drank of the brook” (I Kings 17:6). 
 

Some liberal theologians who do not like the miraculous 

element in these verses, suggested that the Hebrew word 

for “ravens,” which is “oreb,” could be changed a little 

to mean “Arab.” While that in itself may constitute a miracle, as one 

author said, “it just won’t fly” in light of the Scripture (pun intended).   
 

Ravens are large black birds similar to crows, only larger with a 

wingspan that reaches 50 inches (1270 mm). They can be found from 

the arctic to the deserts of North Africa to the islands of the Pacific. 

During flight they perform complicated aerial acrobatics. Biologists 

consider them to be extremely intelligent birds being capable of a wide 

range of noises, including the ability to mimic human speech.  
 

Ravens were classified as “unclean” birds in Leviticus 11:13-15, 

Deuteronomy 14:11-14).   
 

Ravens are scavengers. They eat berries, fruit, insects, bread and carrion 

(the flesh of dead animals). They sometimes kill small birds and 

mammals such as rabbits and rats (They will eat about anything – we 

call that type of person ravenous). 

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://jesusfootprints.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/elijah_fed_by_ravens_16-128.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.blendspace.com/lessons/v-a6UdP7lyrchQ/god-s-messengers-elijah-1-kings-17-18&h=551&w=400&tbnid=glTdxKzp2AcqfM:&zoom=1&docid=Hkb_qpwXa30XhM&ei=H0viVIDwEIOA8gXrj4EI&tbm=isch&ved=0CF0QMyhVMFU4yAE
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NOTE – God provided Elijah with both bread and meat 

(It is interesting that Elijah was better fed than the 

prophets who were hidden by Obadiah, for they only 

had “bread and water” I Kings 18:4). 
 

A PROVING ORDERED 
 

“And it came to pass after a while, that the brook __________ ____, 

because there had been no rain in the land” (I Kings 17:7). 
 

God could have prevented this or He could have provided water out of 

the rock, as He did for Moses; or even out of a jawbone, as He did for 

Samson, but He didn’t. Instead He intends to prove Elijah, much like 

Jesus did His disciples in John 6. 
 

“When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come 

unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that 

these may eat? And this he said to __________ him: for he himself 

knew what he would do” (John6:5-6). 
 

A.W. Pink wrote:  “How often we think we are trusting in the Lord, 

when really we are resting on comfortable circumstances; and when 

they become uncomfortable, how much faith have we?” 
 

When the brook is bubbling, flowing, and gurgling over the rocks 

sending out its melodic sounds that are so soothing and restful. But 

what happens when the brook dried up? How do we respond then? 
 

Remember, this brook dried up as an answer to Elijah’s 

prayer. Perhaps you have asked God to use you or draw 

you closer to Him, and He is using the drying brook to 

answer your prayer. 
 

“And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that 

tribulation ________________ patience; And patience, 

experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; 

because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 

Ghost which is given unto us” (Romans 5:3-5). 
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Consider these words by F.B. Meyer:   

 

Many of us have had to sit by drying brooks, perhaps some are 

sitting by them now – the drying brook of popularity, ebbing away 

as it did from John the Baptist.  The drying brook of health, sinking 

under a creeping paralysis, or a slow decline.  The drying brook of 

money, slowing dwindling before the demands of sickness, bad 

debts, or other people’s extravagance. The drying brook of 

friendship, which for long has been diminishing and threatens soon 

to cease.  Ah, it is hard to sit beside a drying brook. 

 

Why does God let them dry?  He wants to teach us not to trust in 

his gifts but in himself.  Let us learn these lessons, and turn from 

our failing Cheriths to our unfailing Savior.  All sufficiency resides 

in him. 

 

Allow me to close this message with a comment from R.T. Kendall:  

 

I cannot prove this statistic, but my pastoral experience has taught 

me that perhaps nine out of ten Christians sooner or later feel that 

God has let them down. 

 

How will you respond when your brook dries up? 
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ZAREPHATH – THE EMPTY BARREL 

I Kings 17:8-16 
 

God is in the process of making Elijah into a “man 

of God.” This phrase occurs 78 times in the Bible, 

eight of those times in relation to Elijah, more than 

any other man. 
 

Just as it takes time and pressure to make 

diamonds, it takes time and pressure to transform a 

life. Peter Marshall prayed:  “When we long for life 

without difficulties, remind us that oaks grow strong in contrary winds 

and diamonds are made under pressure.” 
 

Please note the following points concerning Elijah’s journey in 

Zarephath. 
 

A FRESH PATH 
 

“______ the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, Arise, get thee 

to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there...” (I Kings 

17:8-9a).  
 

Notice the threefold command: 

 

 DECISION – “Arise.” Sometimes you have to leave your comfort 

zone to follow the will of God. Elijah had been in Cherith for about 

a year before the brook dried up. More than likely he had grown 

comfortable there, fashioning some rough camp furniture, 

establishing a daily routine and may have even tamed a few of the 

ravens that fed him each day.  

 

But, that is all about to change as God sends him on a fresh path to 

Zarephath. This was a small village in Sidon, North of Israel, in the 

region of modern-day Lebanon.   
 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.artbible.net/1T/1Ki1708_Elijah_and_the_widow/source/19 BIBLE REVIVAL ELIJAH AND THE WOMAN WHO SHARE.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.artbible.net/1T/1Ki1708_Elijah_and_the_widow/pages/19 BIBLE REVIVAL ELIJAH AND THE WOMAN WHO SHARE.htm&h=1236&w=1024&tbnid=gAuJKTb44vvcIM:&zoom=1&docid=6PVDdrGnVHFPVM&ei=6sjpVOn2Lc7t8AWchIDYAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CC8QMygSMBI
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 DESTINATION – “Get thee to Zarephath.” 

Elijah may have thought any path but 

Zarephath, It would involve walking over 

100 miles (161 kilometersq) across Israel, 

with a contract on his head (I Kings 18:10). 

He would be headng right into the heart of 

Sidon, the very heart of paganism. This was 

going toward Jezebel’s hometown, her 

father, Ethbaal, is still reigning there.  Elijah 

is going behind enemy lines – into the Baal Belt! 

 

 DWELL – “Dwell there.” Elijah was to stay in Zarephath until God 

gives him permission to leave. Oftentimes, we get into trouble by 

getting ahead of God (Much like Saul who got tired of waiting for 

Samuel in I Samuel 13:12).  
 

In Numbers chapter nine,  the children of Israel “journeyed” and 

“journeyed not” by the commandment of the Lord (Numbers 9:18-

22).  Whether it was a day, two days or a month or a year.  It is also 

important to note, that as long as they were where they were 

supposed to be, their needs were met. 

 

Just because a situation is difficult, does not mean that it is time for 

us to leave. The Apostle Paul told Timothy to “abide still at 

Ephesus,” and Titus, to stay in Crete even though both places of 

ministry were demanding (I Timothy 1:3; Titus 1:5).   

 

A FURTHER PROCEDURE  
 

“Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell 

there: behold, I have commanded a __________ woman there to 

sustain thee. So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to 

the gate of the city…” (I Kings 17:9-10a)  

 

TO SHOW JEZEBEL 

THE IMPOTENCY OF 

HER MALICE, GOD 

WILL FIND A HIDING 

PLACE FOR HIS 

SERVANT EVEN IN 

HER COUNTRY. 
Matthew Henry 
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God is not done with 

sanctifying Elijah.  He 

started the process of 

pruning in Cherith cutting 

off much of the excess out 

of Elijah’s life. Now He is 

leading him to Zarephath 

to continue the procedure 

of refining. It began in the 

wilderness and will now continue with a widow. 

 

Zarephath comes from the Hebrew tsaraph, meaning 

“to smelt, refine or test.” The word Zarephath comes 

from the root for “crucible – the place where metals 

are melted.”  Often God must melt us before he 

can mold us!   
 

Listen to A.T. Pierson’s commentary on Malachi 3:3; "He shall sit as a 

refiner and purifier of silver…"  

 

Our Father, who seeks to perfect His saints in holiness, knows the 

value of the refiner's fire. It is with the most precious metals that 

the assayer takes the most pains, and subjects them to the hot fire, 

because such fires melt the metal, and only the molten mass 

releases its alloy or takes perfectly its new form in the mold. The 

old refiner never leaves his crucible, but sits down by it, lest there 

should be one excessive degree of heat to mar the metal. But as 

soon as he skims from the surface the last of the dross, and sees his 

own face reflected, he puts out the fire.  

 

The Apostle Peter, who knew something of trials wrote: 

 

“Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, 

ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: That the trial of 

your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, 

though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour 

and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ” (I Peter 1:6-7). 

HE'S STILL WORKING ON ME 

TO MAKE ME WHAT I OUGHT TO BE. 

IT TOOK HIM JUST A WEEK 

TO MAKE THE MOON AND STARS, 

THE SUN AND THE EARTH AND 

JUPITER AND MARS. 

HOW LOVING AND PATIENT HE MUST BE, 

HE'S STILL WORKING ON ME. 

http://www.dreamstime.com/royalty-free-stock-images-silver-bars-image11480489
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God often uses divinely designed difficulties to help us become more 

Christ-like. 

 

“And we know that all things work together for good to them that 

love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  For 

whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to 

the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 

brethren” (Romans 8:28-29). 

 

Charles Spurgeon looked back at his time on the Potter’s wheel and 

said, “I bear willing witness that I owe more to the fire, and the 

hammer, and the file, than to anything else in my Lord’s workshop. I 

sometimes question whether I have ever learned anything except 

through the rod. When my schoolroom is darkened, I see most.” 

 

A FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE 
 

“…And when he came to the gate of the city, ____________, the widow 

woman was there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said, 

Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. And as 

she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray 

thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand” (I Kings 17:10b-11). 

 

BEHOLD – The Oxford Dictionary 

defines behold as to “see or observe” 

(someone or something, especially of 

remarkable or impressive nature). In 

other words, “Wow, isn’t God 

amazing!” Someone once said, “Has it 

ever occurred to you, that nothing ever 

occurs to God,” nothing ever surprises 

God.  

 

When God moves in a person’s life, He always works on both ends 

of the line. 
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God is working both in the life of Elijah and in the life of the widow. 

Remember, “The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers 

of water: ____ ______________ ____ whithersoever he will” (Proverbs 

21:1). 
 

 ABRAHAM’S SERVANT - REBEKAH 

 JACOB – JOSEPH 

 THE SPIES – RAHAB 

 MORDECAI – KING AHASUERUS 

 AN ETHIOPIAN EUNUCH – PHILLIP 

 ANANIAS – SAUL/PAIL 

 CORNELIUS – PETER 
 

Another important principle we should notice is that as the widow 

responds to the first request, Elijah makes another.  As we have 

already observed in our notes, God never shows us His second step, 

until we have taken the first step. 
 

A FATAL PROBLEM 
 

“And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a 

cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in 

a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may 

go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, 

and ______” (I Kings 17:12).  
 

Humanly speaking her situation was hopeless. It has not rained for 

some eighteen months, the “famine” is severe.  Her reserves are gone, 

there is no one to help and at this point she speaks of God as Elijah’s 

God, not her own. 
 

Yet, God delights to take desperate situations and change them by His 

grace (Romans 5:20 – the phrase “much more” occurs 7 times in the 

Book of Romans). 
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A FANTASTIC PROMISE 
 

“And Elijah said unto her, ________ ______; go and do as thou hast 

said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and 

after make for thee and for thy son. For thus saith the LORD God of 

Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil 

fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth” (I Kings 

17:13-14) 

 

Elijah gives this widow: 

 

 ENCOURAGEMENT – “Fear not.” 

 ENLIGHTENMENT – “Thus saith 

the Lord God of Israel.” 

 EXCITEMENT – “Neither the barrel 

of meal nor the cruse of oil wil fail 

until God sends rain upon the earth” 

 

A FAITH PRACTISED 
 

“And she went and ______ according to the saying of Elijah…” (I 

Kings 17:15a). 

 

A.W. Pink called the command to feed him first and then 

herself and her son “one of the hardest commandments 

ever given.” Yet, it was this act of faith that allowed her to 

see the promises of God. 

 

It was only after the priests stepped in the Jordan that the waters parted 

(Joshua 3:13). Likewise, we must step out in obedience if we want to 

experience God’s blessings. 

 

Faith calls us to do the unthinkable, so that we might receive the 

impossible. 

 

LET GOD'S 

PROMISES SHINE 

ON YOUR 

PROBLEMS. 
  Corrie Ten Boom 
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A FABULOUS PROVISION 
 

“…and she, and he, and her house, did eat ________ ________. And 

the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, 

according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah” (I Kings 

17:15b-16). 
 

MANY DAYS – God supplied her needs “many days,” not many years, 

nor many months, not even many weeks in advance; but one day at a 

time. While God did not send her barrels of meal and cruses of oil, the 

“barrel of meal ____________ ______, neither did the cruse of oil 

________,” Just as God gave the manna on a daily basis, so God must 

supply our needs one day at a time. Remember, we are to pray for our 

daily bread (Matthew 6:11). 
 

I can almost hear this dear lady sing the doxology each morning as she 

prepared breakfast:  “Praise God from whom all biscuits flow.” 
 

Allow me to close with the words of Andrew Murray: 
 

God brought me here. It is by His will that I am in this difficult 

place – in that I will rest. God will keep me here in His love and 

give me grace in this trial to behave as His child. God will make 

the trial a blessing, teaching me the lessons He intends me to learn 

and working in me the grace He means to bestow. In His good time, 

God can bring me out again – how and when only He knows.  So, 

I am here by His appointment; in His keeping; under His training; 

for His time.”  

IT IS KIND OF INTERESTING… 
 

IN LUKE CHAPTER FOUR AS JESUS BEGINS TO SPEAK ABOUT THE BLESSINGS OF 

GOD; THE JEWS THAT HEARD HIM “WONDERED AT THE GRACIOUS WORDS WHICH 

PROCEEDED OUT OF HIS MOUTH.” HOWEVER, WHEN HE BEGINS TO SPEAK OF HIS 

BLESSINGS ON THE GENTILES THE JEWS “WERE FILLED WITH WRATH…AND 

THRUST HIM OUT OF THE CITY.” 
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ZAREPHATH – THE SON’S DEATH 

I Kings 17:17-24 
 

“______ it came to pass after these things…” (I Kings 

17:17).  
 

For the past year or so, Elijah has been residing at the 

widow’s house. While the famine is still taking place, 

God has miraclously provided for her household. 

Sometimes, after making it through some hard times, we think that the 

dark days are behind us and that there are no clouds on the horizon. 

Besides, Elijah, the man of God, is living here, what possibly could go 

wrong? 
 

And then, we are hit with: 
 

A SUDDEN SORROW 
 

Job said: “Yet man is born unto ______________, as the sparks fly 

upward” (Job 5:7). It has been said that trouble often comes back to 

back, right after each other. In fact they often come back to back to 

back to back… 
 

 A DEAD PERSON – “And it came to pass after these things, that 

the ______ of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and 

his sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left in him.” (I 

Kings 17:17). 
 

The death of a child is perhaps the most difficult and hardest to 

understand. No parent expects to bury their own child. Pastor Ray 

Pritchard called the death of a child “a period before the end of the 

sentence.” 
 

 A DISTRAUGHT PARENT – “And she said unto Elijah, What 

have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come unto me 

to call my sin to remembrance, and to ________ my son?” (I Kings 

17:18). 
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There are at least three problems 

with her thinking: 

 

1. Claim – She seems to have 

thought that having a prophet 

in the house made her 

immune from suffering. That 

Elijah was a good luck charm 

or talisman that would keep 

evil away from her house 

(supersitition). Sometimes we 

think if we do everything 

right and keep all of the rules 

we will never experience 

suffering. But that is just 

not true!  

2. Shame – She assumed that 

her own sin somehow caused 

her son’s death. She felt guilt and thought perhaps she was 

to blame for the child’s death. An interesting observation is 

that the righteous think they are wicked when bad things 

happen and the wicked think they are righteous when bad 

things happen. 

3. Blame – Not only does she accuse Elijah of bringing her sins 

into “remembrance,” but she also blames him for the slaying of 

her son. While her assertions are untrue and unjust, the 

accusations are common when tragedy hits. 

 

 A DOUBTING PROPHET – “And he said unto her, ________ 

____ ______ ______. And he took him out of her bosom, and 

carried him up into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his 

own bed” (I Kings 17:19). 

 
I am sure that Elijah and this young boy have grown close over the 

past year. I am also sure that he cares very deeply about the boy and 

is feeling the tragedy of his death.  

 

STAGES OF GRIEF 
 

 SHOCK – EMOTIONAL 

NUMBNESS 

 EMOTION – TEARS 

 DEPRESSION – 

LONELINESS 

 FEAR – LIFE SEEMS TO BE 

FALLING APART 

 GUILT – WE BLAME 

OURSELVES (IF ONLY…) 

 ANGER – WHY GOD? 

 APATHY – NO ONE 

UNDERSTANDS 

 ADJUSTMENT – ACCEPT 
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Yet he does not express his hurt or doubts before the 

widow, but brings them before the throne of grace in his 

upper chamber (Hebrews 4:16).  
 

Note his response to the widow: 
 

1. He does not get angry. “A ________ ____________ turneth 

away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger” Proverbs 15:1). 

2. He does not answer – or try to explain why her son died. 

Oftentimes, the best thing to say in a time of tragedy is nothing.  

Just sit with them. 

3. He does not argue. Did not remind her of all that he had done 

for her. Again, Solomon writes:  “____________ ______ a fool 

according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him” Proverbs 

26:4). 

4. He asks.  He simply listens and then asks for the child. 
 

Consider the words of F.B. Meyer: 
  

We need more of this practical godliness. Many 

deceive themselves. They go to fervid meetings 

and profess that they have placed all upon the 

altar. They speak as if they were indeed filled with the Holy 

Ghost. But when they return to their homes, the least 

friction, or interference with their plans, or mistake on the 

part of others, or angry outburst arouses a sudden and 

violent manifestation of temper. Such people have not yet 

experienced His special grace. There is much more for them 

to learn. He who first led them to Jesus is able to make them 

meek with His meekness, and gentle with His 

gentleness…If the Holy Spirit is really filling the heart, 

there will come over the rudest, the least refined, the most 

selfish person a marvelous change. There will be a 

gentleness in speech, a softness of the voice, a tender 

thoughtfulness in the smallest actions, an expression of 

abiding peace on the face. These shall be the evident seal of 

the Holy Ghost, the mint-mark of heaven. Are they evident 

in ourselves? 
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A POWERFUL PRAYER 
 

 PRIVATE – “And he said unto her, Give me thy 

son. And he took him out of her bosom, and 

carried him up into a ________, where he 

abode, and laid him upon his own bed” (I Kings 

17:19). Who is the first person you seek when 

a problem comes? 
 

“But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou 

hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy 

Father which seeth ____ ____________ shall reward thee openly” 

(Matthew 6:6). 

 

 PASSION ‘And he __________ unto the LORD…” (I Kings 17:20). 

His passion is not expressed in its length, its lavishness or its 

loudness; but in its longing. One author mentioned that the word 

fervent carries with it the idea of “boiling or bubbling over.” It is a 

pouring out of your soul (James 5:16). 

 

 PERSONAL – “…and said, O LORD ____ God…” (I Kings 17:20). 

Elijah refers to his personal relationship with God twice in this 

short, 35 words, prayer, In teaching the disciples how to pray in 

Sermon on the Mount, reminds them of the importance of having a 

personal relationship with God; “Our father” (Matthew 6:19).  
 

 PROBING – “…hast thou 

also brought  _______ upon 

the widow with whom I 

sojourn, by slaying her 

son?” (I Kings 17:20). Elijah 

was not afraid to ask God the 

hard questions.  

 

IF YOU HAVE NEVER 

QUESTIONED THE ANSWER, 

YOU HAVE NEVER ANSWERED 

THE QUESTION. 
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 POSITION – “And he __________________ himself upon the 

child…” (I Kings 17:21). It is important to remember that touching 

a dead body was classified as unclean (Numbers 19:10). The word 

intercession has in it the idea of being “willing to take the place of 

another” (Exodus 32:32-33; Romans 9:1-3). Elijah is identifying 

with the widow’s son. 
 

 PERSISTENT – “And he stretched himself upon the child 

__________ times, and cried unto the LORD…” (I Kings 17:21). 

This is not religious “vain repetitions” but Godly persistence 

(Matthew 6:7 cf Luke 18:8). 
 

 PROMISE – “…O LORD my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul 

come into him again” (I Kings 17:21). There is no precedent for this 

prayer. There is no record in Scripture that anyone rose from the 

dead before this. Elijah is asking God to do something that has 

never been done before. 
 

His prayer is based on the promise that God said He would sustain 

this family until the rains returned. Elijah took this literally. 
 

A GLORIOUS GOD 
 

 GOD’S MIRACLE IS VISIBLE – “And the LORD 

heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child 

came into him again, and he ______________” (I 

Kings 17:22). This is the first time someone in the 

Bible is brought back to life. Remember, when 

you have a big God, your problems are small; but 

when your God is small, your problems are big. 
 

 GOD’S MAIDEN IS VALIDATED – “And Elijah took the child, 

and brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and 

delivered him unto his mother: and Elijah said, See, ______ ______ 

____________” (I Kings 17:23).  
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The Book of Hebrews expresses it this way, “Women received their 

dead raised to life again…” (Hebrews 11:35). Handing over her 

son to Elijah was the expression of her faith. 

 

 GOD'S MAN IS VINDICATED – “And the woman said to Elijah, 

______ by this I know that thou art a man of God…” (I Kings 

17:24).  

 

Phillips Brooks once said, “O, do not pray for easy lives; pray to be 

stronger men! Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers; pray for 

powers equal to your tasks. Then the doing of your work shall be no 

miracle, but you shall be a miracle.” 

 

 GOD MESSAGE IS VERBALIZED – “…and that the word of the 

LORD in thy mouth is truth” (I Kings 17:24). In the New Testament 

the primary purpose of miracles was to confirm the Word (Mark 

16:15-20). 

 

 GOD'S METHOD IS VICTORIOUS – Note that Elijah’s question 

was not answered, but his prayer was. 

 
There is an ancient tradition which says that this boy became 

Elijah’s servant (1 Kings 18:43), and was, later, the prophet Jonah. 
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OBADIAH, AHAB AND ELIJAH 
I Kings 18:1-15 

 

“And it came to pass after ________ ________ that the 

word of the LORD came to Elijah in the third year, 

saying…” (I Kings 18:1). 
 

MANY DAYS – While three years has passed since 

Elijah’s pronouncement of “it ain’t gonna rain no more,” the author of 

Kings refers to it as “many days” (which sounds so much better than 

1,095 days). It is important to remember that our lives are made up 

of days. Job’s summarization of life is that “Man that is born of a 

woman is of few ________, and full of trouble” (Job 14:1). 
 

When Pharaoh asked Jacob “How old art thou?” Jacobs answers “The 

________ of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty 

years: few and evil have the ________ of the years of my life been, and 

have not attained unto the ________ of the years of the life of my 

fathers in the ________ of their pilgrimage” (Genesis 47:9, four times 

in his answer he refers to “days”). 
 

The Lord has not promised us strength for our years, but “…as thy 

________, so shall thy strength be” (Deuteronomy 33:25). “So teach us 

to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom” (Psalm 

90:12).  The old gospel song says “Lord, for my sake, teach me to take 

one day at a time”. 
 

Corrie ten Boom wrote in her devotional 

journal, Clippings from My Notebook, 

“Worry does not empty tomorrow of its 

sorrow, it empties today of its strength.” 

Jesus declared “Take therefore no thought 

for the morrow: for the morrow shall take 

thought for the things of itself. Sufficient 

unto the ______ is the evil thereof” 

(Matthew 6:34).  

THE WORDS 

“DAY” AND 

“DAYS” OCCURS 

2,609 TIMES IN 

THE BIBLE 
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SHEW THYSELF – “…Go, ________ ______________ unto Ahab; 

and I will send rain upon the earth. And Elijah went to shew himself 

unto Ahab. And there was a sore famine in Samaria” (I Kings 18:1-2).  

 

In chapter seventeen, Elijah was instructed 

to “hide himself,” now it is time to “shew 

himself unto Ahab.” This confrontation is 

important for a number of reasons, to 

condemn the worship of Baal, to challenge 

the people to serve the one and true God 

and to make sure that the priests of Baal 

did not take credit for the coming rain. 

 

INTRODUCING OBADIAH - Obadiah’s name means, ‘the 

servant of Jehovah’. There are at least 10 different people with this 

name in the Old Testament.  

 

John Hendershot writes: 

 

There is a curious divergence of opinions about the main character 

of today’s lesson. Obadiah is praised by commentators who are out 

of copyright – and condemned by current commentators. The older 

commentators take the Scripture at its word, that Obadiah was a 

righteous man. The newer ones have a few questions. 

 

 His Position – “And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the 

________________ of his house…” (I Kings 18:3). One author 

called Obadiah – God’s undercover agent. God often places Godly 

people in strategic places “for such a time as this” (Esther 4:14). 

 

1. Joseph – in Pharaoh’s house (Genesis 41:41-43.) 

2. Mordecai - king Ahasuerus 

3. Esther – the Queen of Persia 

4. Daniel – Second in command to Nebuchadnezzar 

5. Saints in Caesar’s household. 
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Humanly speaking – what would have happened to Martin Luther 

had there been no Fredrick III, the Elector of Saxony? What would 

have happened to John Wycliffe if John O’Gaunt had not provided 

him with protection? 

 

 HIS PIETY – “… Now Obadiah ____________ the 

LORD greatly” (I Kings 18:3). This is the beginning 

of a parenthetical statement by the Holy Spirit 

describing the character of Obadiah. Not only does he 

fear the LORD “greatly” but also from his “youth.” 

Charles Spurgeon who called Obadiah an example of 

“Early, Eminent Piety.” 

 

A.W. Pink writes,  

 

A few extremists have grossly traduced the character of 

Obadiah, denouncing him as an unfaithful compromiser, as one 

who sought to serve two masters. But the Holy Spirit has not 

stated he did wrong in remaining in Ahab’s employ, nor 

intimated that his spiritual life suffered in consequence. Instead, 

He has expressly told us “Obadiah feared the LORD greatly”. 

 

 HIS PROVISION – “For it was so, when Jezebel cut off the 

prophets of the LORD, that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and 

______ them by fifty in a cave and ______ them with bread and 

water.)” (I Kings 18:4).  
 
Matthew Henry wrote “As he had shown the tenderness of a father 

to the sons of the prophets, so he showed the reverence of a son to 

the father of the prophets and by this made it appear he did indeed 

fear the Lord greatly.” 

 
Just as God protected and provided for the prophet of God, Elijah; 

so God used Obadiah protected and provided for the prophets of 

God.  
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CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 
When is civil disobedience appropriate? Romans 13:1-7 and I Peter 

2:13-14 provides some important insights into the role of governments 

and our responsibilities toward it. These principles are illustrated in 

Exodus 1-2, Daniel 3, 6 and Acts 4-5. Finally, we must consider the 

context of both the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts in deciding a 

Biblical response. 

OBEY MAN 
“…Render therefore unto Caesar 

the things which be Caesar's, and 

unto God the things which be 

God's” (Luke 5:25). 

OBEY GOD 
“Then Peter and the other 

apostles answered and said, We 

ought to obey God rather than 

men” (Acts 5:29). 
 

INSIGHTS INTO AHAB – God is in the process of getting all the 

players in place and arranging a meeting between Elijah and Obadiah. 
 

“And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into the land, unto all fountains 

of water, and unto all brooks: peradventure we may ________ 

__________ to save the horses and mules alive, that we lose not all 

the beasts. So they divided the land between them to pass 

throughout it: Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah went 

another way by himself” (I Kings 18:5-6). 
 

These verses give us the explanation of two things: 
 

 THE SEVERE CONDITION OF THE ANIMALS – 

The famine is described as “sore” in verse two. The 

adverb sore means “extremely or severely.” The 

Greek historian, Menander of Ephesus, in his 

account of the acts of Ethbaal (the father of Jezebel, 

Ahab’s wife), says: “Under him there was a want of rain from a 

certain month till the same month the following year.” Josephus, the 

Jewish historian commenting on this quote adds, “By these words 

he designed the want of rain that was in the days of Ahab.”  
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 THE SPIRITUAL CONDITION OF AHAB – Sadly, there is no 

mention of God or even the needs of his own people (compare with 

David – I Chronicles 21). Ahab is seeking grass instead of grace, 

forage instead of forgiveness, and relief instead of repentance. He is 

seeking water horizontally instead of vertically.  
 

INSTRUCTIONS FROM ELIJAH 
 

 ROUTINE – “And as Obadiah was ____ 

______ ______, behold, Elijah met him…” (I 

Kings 18:7).  The phrase “in the way” occurs 

nearly 100 times in the Bible (99 times to be 

precise). It is amazing how often God moves 

in our ordinary lives to do something 

extraordinary. Obadiah is going about his 

daily routine when all of a sudden God steps 

in and asks him to do something incredible. 
 

 REVERE – “…and he knew him, and ________ ____ ______ 

________, and said, Art thou that my lord Elijah?” (I Kings 18:7). 

Even though there is a great deal of difference between these two 

men, Obadiah honours Elijah. God uses different people, in 

different ways and in different ministries (II Corinthians 10:12). 

Perhaps the reason Obadiah compares so unfavourably with Elijah 

is because we see Elijah on Mount Carmel instead of under a 

Juniper tree. Remember, the best of men are men at best. 
 

1. Nehemiah/Ezra 

2. Timothy/Titus 

3. Prophets/Priests 

4. Whitfield/Wesley  
 

 REVOLUTIONARY – “And he answered him, I am: go, tell thy 

lord, Behold, ____________ ____ ________” (I Kings 18:7-8).  
 

 What is God asking you to do? 

http://bibleencyclopedia.com/pictures/1_Kings_18_Obadiah_with_Elijah.htm
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 RELUCTANCE – “And he said, ________ have I sinned, that thou 

wouldest deliver thy servant into the hand of Ahab, to slay me?” (I 

Kings 18:9). Obadiah’s response was “you gotta be kidding!” “Are 

you crazy?” Also notice that automatically he wonder what he did 

wrong to deserve this. 
 

 REASON – “As the LORD thy God liveth…he shall ________ me” 

(I Kings 18:10-14). At this point Obadiah begins to offer a number 

of excuses as to why he should not approach Ahab. 
 

1. All-Points Bulletin – “…there is no nation or kingdom, whither 

my lord hath not sent to ________ ________: and when they 

said, He is not there; he took an oath of the kingdom and nation, 

that they found thee not” (I Kings 18:10). “Elijah, you have been 

declared Public Enemy Number One.  There is a warrant out for 

your arrest.  Your picture is on wanted posters throughout the 

land.  Ahab has gone so far as to send emissaries to other 

countries seeking your extradition back to Israel.” 

2. Aiding and Abetting – “And it shall come to pass, as soon as I 

am gone from thee, that the Spirit of the LORD shall carry thee 

whither I know not; and so when I come and tell Ahab, and he 

____________ ________ ________, he shall slay me…” (I 

Kings 18:12). “If you are not here when I return with Ahab, I 

will be accused of helping you escape.” 

3. Aide-mémoire – “…but I thy servant fear 

the LORD from my youth. Was it not told my 

lord ________ __ ______ when Jezebel slew 

the prophets of the LORD, how I hid an 

hundred men of the LORD'S prophets by fifty 

in a cave, and fed them with bread and 

water?” (I Kings 18:12-13). “Do you 

understand how much I do for God?” 

4. Are you sure – “And ______ thou sayest, 

Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here…” (I 

Kings 18:14). “Are you sure that this is what 

God wants, let’s be reasonable.” 

 

AN 

EXCUSE IS 

A SKIN OF 

A REASON 

STUFFED 

WITH A 

LIE. 
Billy Sunday 
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 REASSURANCE – “And Elijah said, As the LORD of hosts liveth, 

before whom I stand, I will ____________ shew myself unto him to 

day” (I Kings 18:15). Elijah makes a solemn vow or oath that he 

would “shew” himself unto Ahab. 

 

 RESOLVE – “So Obadiah ________ to 

meet Ahab, and told him: and Ahab went 

to meet Elijah” (I Kings 18:16). Despite 

his anxiety, Obadiah went to meet Ahab 

and convey Elijah’s message. Courage is 

not the absence of fear, but doing right 

regardless. John Wayne said “Courage is 

being scared to death, but saddling up 

anyway.” 

 

My niece, Tara, recently posted on Facebook the following acrostic 

on fear:  Fear Everything And Run or Face Everything And Rise.  

 

Listed below is a partial list of those who were able to face 

everything and rise to the challenge: 

 

1. Samuel anointing David (I Samuel 16:2) 

2. Joseph marrying Mary (Matthew 1:20) 

3. Jesus going to the cross (Mark 14:36) 

 

 

 

  

IF YOU ARE 

NOT AFRAID, 

IT DOES NOT 

REQUIRE 

COURAGE. 
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STEALING BAAL’S THUNDER 
I Kings 18:16-40 

 

Here are some titles of sermons I read in 

preparation for today’s message:  

 

 The God Who Answers by Fire 

 The Fight to the Finish 

 The Battle of the Gods 

 The Greatest Conflict of the Century 

 A Mountain-Top Revival 

 

The name Carmel means "garden or fruitful." The Easton's Bible 

Dictionary says, "No mountain in or around Palestine retains its ancient 

beauty so much as Carmel. Two or three villages and some scattered 

cottages are found on it; its groves are few but luxuriant; it is no place 

for crags and precipices or rocks of wild goats; but its surface is covered 

with a rich and constant verdure. The whole mountain-side is dressed 

with blossom, and flowering shrubs, and fragrant herbs." 

  

It is located in the region assigned to Judah, about seven miles from 

Hebron, the towering mountain reaches a maximum elevation of 1,750 

feet. Its wooded glens and caves served as a place that offered asylum 

to the fugitive and hunted. Its remote heights and groves with their 

spacious outlook over land and sea have served as scenes of worship 

throughout history.  

 

King Saul set up a monument in Carmel after a defeat of the Amalekites 

in the area (I Samuel 15:12). There Nabal disrespected David and his 

men (I Samuel 25:2-40). There was also an altar erected there that had 

fallen into disrepair (I Kings 18:30).  

 

The place is traditionally known as El-Muchraka or "the place of burnt 

sacrifice."  
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THE CHALLENGE EXTENDED 
 

Elijah begins his challenge to the status quo of 

Baalim by demanding a confrontation with Ahab, 

the people of Israel and the prophets of Baal and 

Asherah. 

 

 ELIJAH CHALLENGES THE POTENTATE  
 

1. A Confrontation – “And it came to pass, when Ahab saw 

Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that 

__________________ Israel?” (I Kings 18:17). Ahab accuses 

Elijah of “stirring something up and causing a disturbance.” 

Untrue accusations against God’s people has been systematic 

and commonplace throughout history. Nero blamed Christians 

for the burning of Rome in 64 A.D. In 250 AD, Emperor Decius 

accused Christians of cannibalism, atheism and of being haters 

of humanity. Even today, Christians make easy targets for 

accusations and persecution. 

2. A Condemnation – “And he answered, I 

have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy 

father's house, in that ____ ________ 

________________ the commandments of 

the LORD, and thou hast followed Baalim” 

(I Kings 18:18). Twice the Bible records 

that “…Ahab did more to _____________ 

the Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that 

were before him” (I Kings 16:33; 30) Ahab was the trouble 

maker, Elijah was the trouble shooter! 

3. A Challenge – “Now therefore send, and gather to me ______ 

____________ unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal 

four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four 

hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table. So Ahab sent unto all the 

children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto 

mount Carmel” (I Kings 18:19-20).  

 

BAALIM IS 

THE PLURAL 

FORM OF 

BAAL. 
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 ELIJAH CHALLENGES THE PEOPLE - Jim Elliot wrote: “Father, 

make of me a crisis man. Bring those I contact to decision. Let me 

not be a milepost on a single road; make me a fork, that men must 

turn one way or another on facing Christ in me.” 
 

1. Question – “And Elijah came 

unto all the people, and said, 

How long ________ ye between 

two opinions?” (I Kings 18:21). 

The word halt means “to waver 

between two opinions, positions, 

attitudes, convictions, thoughts.” 

It carries the idea of hopping 

from one foot to the other or 

totting from one side to the other. 

2. Quandary – “…____ the LORD 

be God, follow him: but if Baal, 

then follow him…” (I Kings 

18:21). The people were 

practicing syncretism – the 

attempt of harmonizing differing 

or opposing ideas or principles. 

Remember, two opposing ideas 

may be both wrong, but they 

cannot both be right. 

3. Quietness – “…And the people 

answered him ______ a word.” (I 

Kings 18:21). The word neutral is 

composed of the two smaller 

roots “ne” and “uter.”  It carries 

the connotation of “not either.” 

They were “fence sitters” – 

unwilling to choose sides. 

Sometimes silence is golden and 

at other times it is just yellow.  

CALL TO DECISION 
“Then Moses stood in the gate 

of the camp, and said, Who is 

on the LORD'S side? let him 

come unto me. And all the sons 

of Levi gathered themselves 

together unto him.” 
Exodus 32:26 

 

”And if it seem evil unto you to 

serve the LORD, choose you 

this day whom ye will serve; 

whether the gods which your 

fathers served that were on the 

other side of the flood, or the 

gods of the Amorites, in whose 

land ye dwell: but as for me 

and my house, we will serve 

the LORD.” 
Joshua 24:15 

 

“No man can serve two 

masters: for either he will hate 

the one, and love the other; or 

else he will hold to the one, and 

despise the other. Ye cannot 

serve God and mammon.” 
Matthew 6:24 

 

“I know thy works, that thou 

art neither cold nor hot: I 

would thou wert cold or hot. So 

then because thou art 

lukewarm, and neither cold 

nor hot, I will spue thee out of 

my mouth.”  
Revelation 3:15-16 
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Alexander Hamilton wrote:  “If you don’t stand for something, you 

will fall for everything.”  
 

 ELIJAH CHALLENGES THE PROPHETS OF BAAL 
 

1. The Teams – “Then said Elijah 

unto the people, I, even I only, 

remain a ______________ of the 

LORD; but Baal's ______________ 

are four hundred and fifty men” (I 

Kings 18:22). The lines are drawn, 

the sides have been chosen – 1 vs 

450. Even though Baalism had the 

blessings of the king and queen, 

multitudes of followers, pomp and 

circumstance, a long history and 

religious fervour they were still 

wrong. 

2. The Terms – “Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let 

them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and 

lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other 

bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: And call ye 

on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the 

LORD: and the God that __________________ ____ ________, 

let him be God” (I Kings 18:23-24a). Not only is Elijah vastly 

outnumbered (from a human perspective), in this deadly dual, 

but now he is giving the prophets of Baal their choice of 

weapons – fire. An ancient Canaanite tablet in Ugaritic, 

discovered in 1920, records the legend that “Baal throws flashes 

of lightning to the earth.” He is the storm god, in fact we get our 

English word "bonfire" from the old Saxon word "Bael-fyr." 
 

Also note that Elijah emphasizes that they “put no 

fire under” the altar. History records that often 

pagan altars had a dug out place underneath 

where a priest could hide and light a fire, making 

it look as though a pagan god was responding. 

SIR, MY CONCERN IS 

NOT WHETHER GOD 

IS ON OUR SIDE; MY 

GREATEST CONCERN 

IS TO BE ON GOD'S 

SIDE, FOR GOD IS 

ALWAYS RIGHT. 
Abraham Lincoln 
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3. The Tragedy – “…And all the people answered and said, ____ 

____ ________ ____________” (I Kings 18:24b). It is sad 

when people need a miracle before they follow the Master. 

Note Jesus’ response to Thomas’ exclamation “My Lord and my 

God,” after he saw the nail scarred hands and the pierced side of 

Jesus “Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen 

me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that ________ ______ 

________, and yet have believed” (John 20:29 emphasis mine). 

 

THE CONTEST EXECUTED 
 

 THE PROBLEMS OF THE FALSE PROPHETS – Not only does 

Elijah give these prophets the choice of weapons, he also allows 

them to go first. The first move is always a valuable asset in any 

contest (for example out of 600,000 chess games: white won 

37.35%; black won 27.41% and draws 35.23%). 

 

1. Their Ministry – “And Elijah said unto 

the prophets of Baal, Choose you one 

bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; 

for ye are many; and ________ ____ 

______ ________ of your gods, but put 

no fire under. And they took the bullock 

which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the 

name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, 

hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And 

they leaped upon the altar which was made” (I Kings 18:25-26). 

Dr. Alfred Edersheim gives the following account of this scene 

in his Old Testament Bible History: 

 

Now commenced a scene which baffles description. 

Ancient writers have left us accounts of the great Baal 

festivals, and they closely agree with the narrative of the 

Bible, only furnishing further details. First, rose a 

comparatively moderate, though already wild cry to Baal; 

followed by a dance around the altar, beginning with a 
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swinging motion to and fro. The howl then became louder 

and louder, and the dance more frantic. They whirled round 

and round, ran wildly through each other’s ranks, always 

keeping up a circular motion, the head low bent, so that their 

long dishevelled hair swept the ground. Ordinarily the 

madness now became infectious, and the onlookers joined 

in the frenzied dance. But Elijah knew how to prevent this. 

It was noon—and for hours they had kept up their wild rites. 

With cutting taunts and bitter irony Elijah now reminded 

them that, since Baal was Elohim, the fault must lie with 

them. He might be otherwise engaged, and they must cry 

louder. Stung to madness, they became more frantic than 

before, and what we know as the second and third acts in 

these feasts ensued. The wild howl passed into piercing 

demoniacal yells. In their madness the priests bit their arms 

and cut themselves with the two-edged swords which they 

carried and with lances. As blood began to flow the frenzy 

reached its highest pitch, when first one, then others, 

commenced to “prophesy,” moaned and groaned, then burst 

into rhapsodic cries, accusing themselves, or speaking to 

Baal, or uttering incoherent broken sentences. All the while 

they beat themselves with heavy scourges, loaded or armed 

with sharp points, and cut themselves with swords and 

lances—sometimes even mutilated themselves—since the 

blood of the priests was supposed to be specially 

propitiatory with Baal (Vol. V1, p 17-18). 

 

2. Their Mockery – “And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah 

___________ them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either 

he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or 

peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked” (I Kings 18:27). 

While this is not very polite or politically correct, Elijah is 

making fun of their religion. Today he would be charged with 

“hate crimes.” 

3. Their Misery – “And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after 

their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out 

upon them. And it came to pass, when midday was past, and 
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they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening 

sacrifice, that there was neither __________, nor any to 

____________, nor any that regarded” (I Kings 18:28-29). 

Martin Luther used to say that the devil cannot stand ridicule. 
 

 THE POWER OF THE FAITHFUL PROPHET – Very briefly we 

will note  
 

1. Preparation – I Kings 18:30-35 tells of Elijah preparation for 

the “fire of the LORD.”  Elijah begins by calling the people near 

and rebuilding the altar. The 12 stones speak of the 12 tribes of 

Israel, before they were separated. He then lays out the sacrifice 

and pours water over the entire area. Walter Kaiser Jr., a 

professor of Old Testament studies at Trinity Seminary, 

emphasizes the importance of the sacrifice when he writes:  “Not 

only would the flaming descent of fire show the power of God, 

but, more importantly at this point, it would clearly announce 

the fact that there had to be a sacrifice to intervene before there 

could be any blessing’. 

2. Prayer – “And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the 

evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, 

LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this 

day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and 

that I have done all these things at thy word. ________ ____, O 

LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the 

LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again” (I 

Kings 18:36-37). The prophets of Baal prayed for at least 6 

hours.  Elijah’s prayer was just 63 words!  

1. Proof – “Then the ______ of the LORD fell, 

and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the 

wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked 

up the water that was in the trench” (I Kings 

18:38).  Note the order in which the elements 

were consumed.  If the items had burned from 

the bottom up, it might have looked like man 

did it, however, everything burned from the 

top down, proving it was the work of God alone! 
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THE CRISIS ENDED 
 

 THE REPENTANCE OF THE WAYWARD A PEOPLE 

 

1. Their Conviction – “And when all the people saw it, they 

________ on their faces…” (I Kings 18:39a). 

2. Their Confession – “…and they said, The LORD, he is the 

______; the LORD, he is the ______” (I Kings 18:39b). Notice 

who gets the glory! 

 

 THE REMOVAL OF THE WICKED PROPHETS – “And Elijah 

said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; ______ ______ ______ 

____ ________ ____________. And they took them: and Elijah 

brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there” (I 

Kings 18:40). The law commanded that the devotees of idolatry 

should be punished with death. See the following Scriptures 

(Deuteronomy 13:1-15; 17:1-2 and 18:20). Just as a doctor removes 

a tumor, lest it spread, so Elijah removes the spiritual tumor of 

Israel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The outline for today’s message is from Alan Carr, Pastor of Calvary Baptist Church 

in Lenoir, North Carolina. I highly recommend his website – 

www.sermonnotebook.org 
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My Didn’t It Rain 
I Kings 18:41-46 

 

When Ahab reigned in Israel, 

Back in the long ago. 

The drought was on, they had no rain, 

For forty months or so. 

O Ahab went to eat and drink, 

Elijah went to pray, 

His servant said there is no use 

Don’t fool your time away! 

But, soon a small size cloud was seen 

And in less than half-an-hour 

Said Elijah get your parasol 

We’re going to have a shower! 
 

My didn’t it rain, my didn’t it rain, 

The sky drew black, that storm did break, 

And Ahab found it was not a joke. 

My didn’t it rain, my didn’t it rain, 

He took no coat, so he got soaked, 

My didn’t it rain! 
 

In our last lesson we saw the fire fall, in today’s lesson we will see the 

rain fail. Charles Spurgeon used this text as an illustration of the small 

signs that precede a mighty work of God.   

 

South African pastor, Andrew Murray wrote:  

 

“The coming revival must begin with a 

great revival of prayer. It is in the closet, 

with the door shut, that the sound of 

abundance of rain will first be heard. An 

increase of secret prayer which ministers 

will be the sure harbinger of blessing.” 

 

 

 “…FOR THERE IS A 

SOUND OF ABUNDANCE 

OF RAIN.” 
I Kings 18:41 
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PRAY IN ACCORDANCE TO GOD’S WORD 
 

Prayer should not be seen as our means of getting God to do our will on 

earth, but rather as a means of getting God's will done on earth. God 

had already promised Elijah, “…I will send ________ upon the earth” 

(I Kings 18:1).  
 

The question has been asked, “If God has already promised to send rain, 

why do we need to pray about it?” This is more than just a theological 

question with no relevance in our everyday life, but it has ramifications 

for every aspect of our lives. While we may never completely 

understand the relationship between divine sovereignty and human 

responsibility, it is important that we do not deny either. 
 

Oftentimes God has promised His people victory in battle yet they still 

had the responsibility of fighting (Judges 7). 
 

In Daniel chapter nine, the Bible records that as a result of reading 

Jeremiah 29:10-14 Daniel becomes convinced that the Babylonian 

Captivity was about to end. What was his response? Does he become 

careless and passive or convicted and passionate? Listen to these words 

of Daniel as he cries out to God: “…I set my face unto the Lord God, to 

seek by ____________ and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, 

and ashes: And I ____________ unto the LORD my God…” (Daniel 

9:3-4). 
 

This same truth is found in the Book of Ezekiel where God promises to 

regather, regenerate and restore the nation of Israel. However, he 

connects His blessings with prayer:  “Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will 

yet for this be ________________ of by the house of Israel, to do it for 

them…” (Ezekiel 36:37). 

PRAYER DOES NOT INFLUENCE GOD. PRAYER SURELY DOES 

INFLUENCE GOD. IT DOES NOT INFLUENCE HIS PURPOSE. IT DOES 

INFLUENCES HIS ACTION. 
S.D. Gordon 
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God’s promises should not act as a placebo of assumption, but as a 

prompter of assurance (I John 5:14-15). 
 

I am currently rereading the Chronicles of Narnia series by C.S. Lewis. 

In the first book, The Magician’s Nephew, Polly and Digory are 

complaining about being hungry, when Fledge, the horse, told them that 

Aslan would have provided food for them “if you’d asked him.” To 

which Polly replied, “Wouldn’t he know without being asked?” “I’ve 

no doubt he would,” said the Horse (still with his mouth full). “But I’ve 

a sort of idea he likes to be asked.” 
 

A NEW OBEDIENCE TO GOD 
 

 “If I regard ________________ in my heart, the Lord will 

not hear me” (Psalm 66:18). Leonard Ravenhill said “You 

can’t live wrong and pray right.” Unconfessed sin will 

hinder our prayers (Hosea 5:12; Isaiah 59:1-2; I Peter 3:12). 

 

Earlier in our study we noted that the drought was a result of Israel’s sin 

(Deuteronomy 11:16-17; 28:23-24; Leviticus 26:19-20). We also 

noticed that only God can give rain (Jeremiah 14:22).  
 

Before God could bless the nation of Israel 

there had to be both the repentance of a 

wayward people and the removal of the wicked 

prophets. 
 

A.W. Pink said: 
 

Thus was the evil put away from them and the way opened for 

God's outward blessing. He graciously accepted this as their 

reformation and accordingly removed His scourge from them. This 

is ever the order: judgment prepares the way for blessing; the awful 

fire is followed by the welcome rain. Once a people takes their 

place on their faces and render to God the homage which is His 

due, it will not be long ere refreshing showers are sent down from 

Heaven. 

A REVIVAL IS 

NOTHING ELSE THAN 

A NEW BEGINNING OF 

OBEDIENCE TO GOD. 
Charles Finney 
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BE SPIRITUALLY SENSITIVE 
 

“And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a 

__________ of abundance of rain” (I Kings 18:41). This verse reveals 

the Spiritual inclinations of both Ahab and Elijah.  

 

Seven times in the Book of Revelation the Apostle John writes: “He 

that hath an ear, let him ________ what the Spirit saith…” (Revelation 

2:7. 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22). Elijah’s ears were tuned to heaven.  

 

 AHAB WENT TO HIS FEAST – eat and drink. 
 

 ELIJAH WENT TO HIS FATHER – to pray.  

 

R. A. Torrey said,  

 

“I can give a prescription that will bring a revival to any church 

or community or any city on earth." He then gave three 

conditions. "First, let a few Christians (they need not be many) 

get thoroughly right with God themselves. This is the prime 

essential. If this is not done, the rest that I am to say will come 

to nothing. Second, let them bind themselves together in a 

prayer group to pray for a revival until God opens the heavens 

and comes down. Third, let them put themselves at the disposal 

of God for Him to use as He sees fit in winning others to Christ. 

That is all! This is sure to bring a revival to any church or 

community. I have given this prescription around the world. It 

has been taken by many churches and many communities, and 

in no instance has it ever failed; and it cannot fail!” 
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COMMIT YOURSELF TO PRAYER 
 

Listen to the words of James as he recount Elijah’s ministry and life: 

 

“…The effectual fervent ____________ of a righteous 

man availeth much. Elias was a man subject to like 

passions as we are, and he ____________ earnestly that 

it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the 

space of three years and six months. And he 

____________ again, and the heaven gave rain, and the 

earth brought forth her fruit” (James 5:16-18) 

 

 PRAY SECRETLY – The first thing we notice about Elijah’s praying 

was that he removed himself from the noise and crowds and “went 

up to the ______ of Carmel” (I Kings 18:42). Jesus instructed his 

disciples to pray secretly: “But thou, when thou prayest, enter into 

thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 

which is in ____________; and thy Father which seeth in 

____________ shall reward thee openly” (Matthew 6:6). 

 

 PRAY SIMPLY – “…and he ________ 

himself down upon the earth, and put his 

face between his knees” (I Kings 18:42). 

The placing of the head “between his 

knees” was the birthing position in the 

culture of that day. It was a position of pain 

and travail and pressing.  

 

Revivals are birthed in prayer. 
Matthew Henry wrote that “When God 

intends great mercy for His people the first 

thing He does is to set them a-praying.” 

 

 

There has 

never been a 

spiritual 

awakening in 

any country or 

locality that 

did not begin 

in united 

prayer. 
A.T. Pierson 
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 PRAY SPECIFICALLY – “And said to his servant, Go up now, look 

____________ the sea…” (I Kings 18:43a). Elijah told his servant 

specifically where to look for the rain.  

 

 PRAY SURELY – “…and he went up, and looked, and said, There is 

______________…” (I Kings 18:43b). Do not allow the doubts and 

discouragements of others steal your excitement of seeing God 

work! 

 

"Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye 

pray, ______________ that ye receive them, and ye shall have 

them” (Mark 11:24). 

 

 PRAY STEADFASTLY – “…And he said, Go again __________ 

times” (I Kings 18:43c). Jesus told the parable of the widow and the 

unjust judge “…to this end, that men ought ____________ to pray, 

and not to faint” (Luke 18:1). Never give up. George Mueller 

prayed 52 years for a particular friend’s salvation. He was saved 

after Mueller’s death. 
 

Amy Carmichael, missionary to India, wrote: “If I cannot hear 

‘The sound of rain' long before the rain falls, and then go out to 

some hilltop of the Spirit, as near to my God as I can and have 

faith to wait there with my face between my knees, though six 

times or sixty times I am told ‘There is nothing', till at last there 

arises a l 

ittle cloud out of the sea, then I know nothing of Calvary’s love.” 

 

 PRAY SINCERELY – “True prayer is 

measured by weight, not by length. A 

single groan before God may have more 

fullness of prayer in it than a fine oration 

of great length,” said Charles Spurgeon. It 

is better to pray without words instead of 

without heart. 
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MY DIDN’T IT RAIN  
 

As we close this chapter, I would like to make the following 

observations: 
 

 REJOICE IN GOD’S BLESSINGS – “And it came to pass at the 

seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a ____________ 

cloud out of the sea, like a man's hand…” (I Kings 18:44a). Do not 

“despised the day of small thing…” (Zechariah 4:10). 
 

 ONLY GOD CAN GIVE RAIN – “…And he said, Go up, say unto 

Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop 

thee not. And it came to pass in the meanwhile, that the heaven was 

black with clouds and wind, and there was a __________ _______. 

And Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel” (I Kings 18:44b-45). 
 

 GIRD UP YOUR LOINS – “And the hand of the LORD was on 

Elijah; and he ____________ up his loins…” (I Kings 18:46a). 

Elijah’s tunic was like a long flowing robe reaching down between 

the knees and ankles. Such a garment is difficult to run in, there is 

always the danger of it catching upon some branch or rock and 

causing you to stumble. Therefore, Elijah gathered up the extra 

material and tucked it into his belt so that he could run unhampered. 
 

Many a movement of God has been damaged by someone becoming 

entangled in the world (see I Peter 1:13). 
 

 RUN – “…and ______ before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel” (I 

Kings 18:46b). It was about 27 kilometres (18 miles) to Jezreel. The 

Apostle Paul writes: “Wherefore seeing 

we also are compassed about with so 

great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 

aside every weight, and the sin which 

doth so easily beset us, and let us 

______ with patience the race that is set 

before us” (Hebrews 12:1). 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://christianimagesource.com/elijah_the_prophet__image_9_sjpg2111.jpg&imgrefurl=http://mimaryvee.blogspot.com/2013/07/ahab-elijah-ran-faster-than-chariot.html&docid=gFsb1Yb-NdYppM&tbnid=vYHTrd5ouuELpM:&w=500&h=320&ei=pMYOVdOvD9OC8gXM9YH4DA&ved=0CAIQxiAwAA&iact=c
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THE JUNIPER TREE 
I Kings 19:1-8 

 

Thus far we have seen Elijah’s: 

 

 Humility (I Kings 17). 

 Heroism (I Kings 18). 

 Humanity (I Kings 19). 

 

The Bible reminds us that “Elias was a man subject to like passions as 

____ ______…” (James 5:17). He struggled with the same battles of 

discouragement, despondency and depression that we face.  

 

According to Beyond Blue, on average, 1 in 6 people – 1 in 5 women 

and 1 in 8 men – will experience depression at some stage of their lives 

in Australia. Thankfully, the Bible has much to say about this topic (one 

on the marks of the inspiration of the Word of God is the fact that it 

gives us a true picture of our heroes). 

 

While this study will deal primarily with Elijah, note the following who 

faced the same struggles: 

 

 DAVID – “O my God, my soul is cast ________ within me…” 

(Psalm 42:6 cf Psalm 142) 

 JEREMIAH – “____________ be the day wherein I was born…” 

(Jeremiah 20:14). 

 JOB – “My soul is __________ of my life…” (Job 10:1). 

 MOSES – “I am not able to ________ all this people alone, 

because it is too heavy for me...kill me, I pray thee…” (Numbers 

11:14-15). 

 REBEKAH – “…I am __________ of my life…” (Genesis 27:46). 

 SOLOMON – “Therefore I __________ life,,, for all is vanity and 

vexation of spirit” (Ecclesiastes 2:17). 
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One scientific study of the lives of almost 

300 world famous men, found that 40% had 

experienced some type of depression during 

their lives.1 Notice the following quotes from 

some of the most well-known men in the 

world (many of these men were godly men 

that were used of God in a marvelous ways). 
 

 WINSTON CHURCHILL – “Depression followed me around like a 

black dog all of my life.”  

 ABRAHAM LINCOLN – “I am now the most miserable man 

living.  Whether I shall be better, I cannot tell.  I awfully forebode I 

shall not.”   

 CHARLES SPURGEON – often suffered bouts of gout and 

depression.  In his message, ‘The Minister’s Fainting Fits’ he 

writes, “Fits of depression come over the most of us…” 

 WILLIAM CAREY –Wrote in his diary, “I am defective in all my 

duties, in prayer I wander and am too formal . . . I soon tire; 

devotion languishes and I do not walk with God.”  

 MARTIN LUTHER – After taking a courageous stand for God, 

suffered depression while hiding in Wartburg Castle. 
 

Like us, many of these men suffered their greatest valleys after their 

greatest victories. It was after Elijah’s crowning 

moments on Mount Carmel that he felt the crushing 

moment of Jezebel’s rage. C.S. Lewis called this the 

law of Undulation – good times follows bad and bad 

times follow good. 
 

Today we will be examining what can happen when 

you become physically drained, emotionally 

depleted and spiritually down. 

 

THE MISERY OF THE PROPHET 
                                                 
1 British Journal of Psychiatry, 1994 

LET US BE AS 

WATCHFUL 

AFTER THE 

VICTORY AS 

BEFORE THE 

BATTLE. 
Andrew Bonar 

http://wordsforliving.clearcheckout.com/item/jim-collins/how-the-mighty-fall-and-why-some-companies-never/3949582.html
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David Roper, in his book, Elijah: A Man Like Us, writes 
 

“Elijah’s comedown is classic: over-adrenalized, overextended, and 

emotionally depleted, brooding over 

his feelings of inadequacy and 

apparent failure, he collapsed into 

self-pity, withdrawal, and self- 

destructive thoughts.” 

 

 SAW THE WRONG THINGS  
 

1. Ahab saw the wrong things – Even though Elijah made it clear 

that Carmel was a battle between God and Baal and the people 

declared “…The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the 

God” (I Kings 18:39); Ahab gave the glory to Elijah – “And 

Ahab told Jezebel all that ____________ had done, and withal 

how he had slain all the prophets with the sword” (I Kings 19:1 

also see Isaiah 42:8; 48:11).  

2. Jezebel saw the wrong things – Instead of “seeing him who is 

invisible,” she focuses on her visible gods of Baal and Asherah 

(Hebrews 11:27). Instead of honouring Elijah, she declares she 

is going to hound him to death. “Then Jezebel sent a messenger 

unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I 

make not thy ________ as the life of one of them by tomorrow 

about this time” (I Kings 19:2). 

3. Elijah saw the wrong things – “And when he ______ that…” (I 

Kings 19:3a). Remember, we are to “…walk by faith, not by 

sight” (II Corinthians 5:7 cf I Corinthians 2:5). One of the 

reasons a lion roars is to paralyse his victim (I Peter 5:8). 

Matthew records that when Peter “______ the wind boisterous, 

he was afraid; and beginning to sink” (Matthew 14:28-31). 
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 SOUGHT THE WRONG THINGS 
 

1. Ran instead of waited – “…he 

__________, and went for his 

life, and came to Beersheba, 

which belongeth to Judah” (I 

Kings 19:3b). The late Tom 

Landry, coach of the Dallas 

Cowboys, was fond of saying, 

“Fatigue makes cowards of us 

all.”  Elijah has just finished a 

marathon of 27 kilometers (18 

miles) from Carmel to Jerzeel; he 

is now going almost 160 

kilometres (100 miles) to the very 

edge of Judah’s border. There 

was no safety here for 

Jehoshaphat’s son had married 

“the daughter of Ahab” (II Kings 

8:18 cf I Kings 22:4). 

2. Isolation instead of fellowship – 

“…and ________ his servant 

there” (I Kings 19:3c). When you 

are feeling down, seek out the 

company of people who can 

encourage you  

3. Pity party under a juniper tree 

instead of a prayer meeting in 

God’s house – “But he himself 

went a day's journey into the 

wilderness, and came and 

______ ________ under a 

juniper tree” (I Kings 19:4a). 

While Elijah prays three times in 

this chapter, his prayers are more 

of a complaint than a confession. 

 

SYMPTOMS OF 

DEPRESSION: 
 

 Lethargy – Everything 

seems like it’s too much 

trouble to do 

 Disturbed sleep patterns 

– All you want to do is 

sleep or you can’t sleep 

at all 

 Loss of interest in usual 

activities 

 Feelings of guilt, 

worthlessness and 

hopelessness 

 Lack of concentration 

 Irritability 

 Exhaustion 

 Lack of desire for your 

husband or wife 

 Sensation of utter despair 

 Sense of the hopelessness 

and uselessness of 

everything 

 Fear of death 

 Phobias – overly 

sensitive to what others 

say and do 

 Obsessional behaviour 

 Permanent sense of 

anxiety 

 Feelings of wanting to 

cry, but not able to 

 Uncontrollable crying 

 Thoughts of suicide 

 Changes in appetite and 

weight.  Can’t eat or 

cannot stop eating. 
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 SAID THE WRONG THINGS 
 

1. Contradictory – “…and he requested for himself that he might 

______; and said, It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my 

life” (I Kings 19:4b). First he flees for his life and now he asks 

God to take his life away.  

 

2. Conceited – “…for I am not ____________ than my fathers” (I 

Kings 19:4c). Perhaps he thought that God was going to use him 

to bring the nation back to God. He is disappointed and 

disillusioned. 
 

THE MINISTRY TO THE PROPHET  
 

Swedish hymn writer, Karolina Sandell-Berg, was 26 years old when 

she and her father, Jonas Sandell, a Lutheran pastor, went on a boat trip 

across Lake Vättern to Göteborg. During the voyage he fell overboard 

and drowned before her eyes. This tragedy affected Lina, inspiring her 

to write hymns. She wrote the hymn, Day by Day in 1865. 
 

Day by day, and with each passing moment, 

Strength I find, to meet my trials here; 

Trusting in my Father’s wise bestowment, 

I’ve no cause for worry or for fear. 

He Whose heart is kind beyond all measure 

Gives unto each day what He deems best— 

Lovingly, it’s part of pain and pleasure, 

Mingling toil with peace and rest. 

THANK GOD FOR UNANSWERED PRAYERS 
 

If God would have answered Elijah’s prayer he would have never: 
 

1. Heard the still small voice of God on the mount Horeb 

2. Called and trained Elisha  

3. Started the school of the prophets 

4. BEEN CARRIED TO HEAVEN IN A CHARIOT OF FIRE IN A WHIRLWIND 
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 REST 
 

“And as he lay and __________ under a juniper tree” (I Kings 

19:5a). A juniper tree grows to a height of about ten feet and has 

spreading branches with big leaves, a great place for a long nap. 

Sleep deprivation will affect every area of your life. 
 

Listen to the words of Jesus: “And he said unto 

them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert 

place, and ________ a while: for there were 

many coming and going, and they had no leisure 

so much as to eat” (Mark 6:31).  
 

Rest is as important as work in your Christian 

life! 
 

 REFRESHMENT 
 

As we continue our narrative, we read: 

“…behold, then an angel touched him, and said 

unto him, Arise and ______. And he looked, and, 

behold, there was a cake baken on the coals, and 

a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and 

drink, and laid him down again” (I Kings 19:5b-

6) 
 

Oswald Chambers wrote, “The angel did not give Elijah a vision, or 

explain the Scriptures to him, or do anything remarkable; he told 

Elijah to do the most ordinary thing, to get up and eat.” 
 

 Renewal 
 

“And the angel of the LORD came again the second time, and 

touched him, and said, Arise and eat; because the ______________ 

is too great for thee” (I Kings 19:7). The Psalmist records, “For he 

knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust” (Psalm 

103:14).  

 

IF WE DO NOT 

COME APART 

AND REST 

AWHILE, WE 

WILL SIMPLY 

COME APART. 
Vance Havner 
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This renewal involved both physical and 

spiritual commitment. Elijah was given a new 

task. 

 

Perhaps you are going through a time of 

depression, God’s prescription for you may be 

as simple as get enough rest, eat right and try 

walking every day for forty days (This is not to 

discount the need of medical and professional 

advice). 

 

THE MENDING OF THE PROPHET 

  

“And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of that 

meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of ______” (I 

Kings 19:8). The process of mending the prophet is just beginning, it 

cannot be rush, it will take time. 

 

We will continue this thought in the next lesson, God’s Still Small 

Voice. 

 

 

 

 

NEVER LET A 

PROBLEM TO 

BE SOLVED 

BECOME MORE 

IMPORTANT 

THAN THE 

PERSON TO BE 

LOVED. 
Barbara Johnson 
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GOD’S STILL SMALL VOICE 
I Kings 19:9-21 

 

 Perhaps you have felt like you could not take one more 

demand from your job or another medical exam without 

finding out what’s wrong. Maybe you have felt like you 

could not face another failure, another sleepless night or 

another fight with your spouse. Possibly you are feeling worn-out, tired 

and ready to give up.  

 

Remember the words of James that “Elias was a man subject to like 

passions as ____ ______…” (James 5:17). As we have already noted, 

he struggled with the same battles of discouragement, despondency and 

depression that we face.  

 

Listen to these words from a sermon by F.W. Roberson, preached in 

1850:  

 

What greater minds like Elijah’s have felt intensely all we have felt 

in our own degree. Not one of us but what has felt his heart aching 

for want of sympathy. We have had our lonely hours, our days of 

disappointment, and our moments of hopelessness, times when our 

highest feelings have been misunderstood, and our purest met with 

ridicule. Days when our heavy secret was lying unshared, like ice 

upon the heart. And then the spirit gives way: we have wished that 

all were over, that we could lie down tired, and rest like children 

from life, that the hour was come when we could put down the 

extinguisher on the lamp, and feel the last grand rush of darkness 

on the spirit. 

 

When someone says that they are fine they 

may be really saying, “I’m…” Stop and listen, 

I mean really listen to what they are saying. 

 

 

FAILING 

INSECURE 

NOT GOOD ENOUGH 

EMPTY 
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Last week we read about the misery of the Prophet Elijah as he sinks in 

despair under the Juniper Tree. We also saw how God patiently 

ministered to him through an angel.  
 

This week we will be considering the mending of the prophet. He has 

been travelling forty days and nights towards “______” (I Kings 19:8. It 

is interesting that the word Horeb means "desolate, dry place or waste" 

For some people that sounds a whole lot like church, a desolate dry 

place and a waste of time, yet it was Horeb , also known as Mount Sinai  

where God laid the foundation for much of the nation of Israel’s history 

and it is in church that God lays much of the foundation for the 

Christian.  
 

Ordinarily, the trip from the area of 

Beersheba to Horeb would take less than ten 

days (about 400 kilometers/250 miles), yet it 

took forty days and nights for Elijah. While I 

am not sure why it took so long, perhaps he 

was physically exhausted from his previous 

activities or he got lost along the way and 

refused to ask for directions, we do know 

that God uses the number 40 in testing His 

people.  

 

 Wandering for forty years in the Wilderness (Numbers 14:26-35). 

 Twice Moses spent forty days in the Wilderness (Exodus 24:18; 

Deuteronomy 9:18, 25). 

 The Ninevites were given forty days to repent (Jonah 3:4) 

 Jesus was tested by forty days (Matthew 4:1-2 
 

A.W. Pink called this section of Scripture, “The Recovery” referring to 

the process which God uses to restore Elijah. Paul states in the New 

Testament: 
 

“Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, 

restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest 

thou also be tempted” (Galatians 6:1 – note that there is a difference 

between a man overtaken in a fault and a man overtaking a fault). 

https://bloorlansdownechristianfellowship.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/elijah_map.gif
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A NEW CHALLENGE  
 

 A GOOD PLACE – “And he came 

thither unto a ________, and lodged 

there…” (I Kings 19:9a). Elijah has been 

in the wilderness for “forty days and 

forty nights,” the cave provided him with 

shelter. 
 

Some commentators believe that is the same place that God hid 

Moses in the “clift of the rock” (Exodus 33:22). 
 

 A GENTLE PROBE – “…and, behold, the ________ ____ ______ 

________ came to him, and he said unto him, What doest thou here, 

Elijah?” I Kings 19:9b. This message was both personal and 

pointed. It was addressed to Elijah and it was very pointed in asking 

what he was doing. 
 

Several times we have read that God instructs Elijah to be in a 

specific place—“there;” he is now asking him what he is doing 

“here.” May I ask you where you are at spiritually, “here or 

there?” 
 

Jesus said to the church of Laodicea, "As many as I love, I 

____________ and chasten: be zealous therefore and repent." 

Revelation 3:19. 
 

 A GENUINE PLEA – “And he said, __ have been very jealous for 

the LORD God of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy 

covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the 

sword; and __, even __ only, am left; and they seek my life, to take 

it away” (I Kings 19:10).  

 

God’s question is in the present 

tense, Elijah’s answer is in the 

past tense.  

 

THE ELIJAH COMPLEX 
 

The feeling that we are the only 

ones who are standing for the truth. 
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Elijah – God is my God 68 

A NEW COMMAND 
 

“And he said, Go forth, and __________ upon the mount 

____________ the LORD…” (I Kings 19:11a). In our second study of 

this series, we asked the question “How big is your God?” We also 

noted the importance of standing before the Lord and that he who 

stands before God can stand before anyone. 

 

The Bible records that both in I Kings 17 and 18 Elijah stood before the 

Lord (I Kings 17:1; 18:15) as a result he was able to stand before King 

Ahab and the false prophets of Baal. Perhaps the reason he was afraid to 

stand before Jezebel is because we do not read of him standing before 

God in I Kings 19, until the end of the chapter. 

 

A NEW CONFRONTATION 
 

“…And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a 

great and strong wind rent the mountains, 

and brake in pieces the rocks before the 

LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind: 

and after the wind an earthquake; but the 

LORD was not in the earthquake: And after 

the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not 

in the fire: and after the fire __ __________ 

__________ __________” (I Kings 19:11b-

12). 

 

David Roper explains these verse by writing:   

 

You never know about God.  He may appear in extraordinary ways; 

in hurricanes and fire, but that is not His typical style.  He seems to 

prefer much less obvious methods.  He works in quietness; in 

silence…God’s best efforts are rarely seen.  

 

Amy Carmichael wrote, “God always answers us in the deeps, never in 

the shallows of our soul.” 

LET US BE 

SILENT THAT 

WE MAY 

HEAR—THE 

WHISPERS OF 

GOD. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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A NEW CONVERSATION 
 

 HIS REVERENCE – “And it was so, when 

Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in 

his ____________” (I Kings 19:13). Moses 

“hid his face” when he beheld God at the 

burning bush (Exodus 3:6) even the 

seraphims cover their faces in His presence 

(Isaiah 6:2-3). 
 

 HIS RESPONSE – “…and went ______, and stood in the entering 

in of the cave…” (I Kings 19:13b) Sometimes you have to come out 

of your “cave” to really hear God. 
 

 HIS REVIEW – “And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and 

said, ________ doest thou here, Elijah?” (I Kings 19:13c). This 

reminds me of John 21, where Jesus asks Peter three times if he love 

him. The repeated question emphasizes the importance of the query. 
 

 HIS REPLY – “And he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD 

God of hosts: because the children of Israel have forsaken thy 

covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the 

sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it 

away” (I Kings 19:14). When God gives you a retest, it is probably 

because you failed the first one, you may want to rethink your 

answer. 
 

A NEW COMMISSION 
 

 FACE YOUR FEARS – “And the LORD said unto him, Go, 

____________ on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus” (I Kings 

19:15a). Elijah is instructed to retrace his steps. When Abraham 

returned from Egypt he had to go back “to Bethel, unto the place 

where his tent had been at the beginning…” (Genesis 13:3). 
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Likewise, when the church of Ephesus left their first love they were 

instructed to “Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and 

repent, and ____ the first works” (Revelation 3:5). 

 

 LEARN TO DELEGATE – D.L. Moody used to say, “It’s better to 

put ten men to work than to do the work of ten men.” Elijah is 

instructed to anoint three men to help accomplish God’s purposes. 
 

1. Hazael – “…and when thou 

comest, anoint ____________ to 

be king over Syria” (I Kings 

19:15b). Benhadad was the current 

king of Syria, Hazael was his 

general. 

2. Jehu – “And ________ the son of 

Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king 

over Israel” (I Kings 19:16a) 

3. Elijah – “and ____________ the 

son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah 

shalt thou anoint to be prophet in 

thy room” (I Kings 19:16b). In the 

Apostle Paul’s last letter, he writes 

to his young protégé: “And the 

things that thou hast heard of me 

among many witnesses, the same 

commit thou to faithful men, who 

shall be able to teach others also” (II Timothy 2:2).  
 

 DON’T LOSE YOUR FOCUS – “And it shall come to pass, that 

him that escapeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay: and him that 

escapeth from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay” (I Kings 19:17). 

Both Hazael and Jehu were ungodly (II Kings 8:15; 10:31), yet God 

uses them to accomplish His purposes. The Bible teaches that God 

can use the wicked as His sword and men of the world as His hand 

(Psalm 17:13-14 also see Joel 2:25 and the Book of Habakkuk). 
 

GIVE ME ONE 

HUNDRED MEN 

WHO LOVE ONLY 

GOD WITH ALL 

THEIR HEART AND 

HATE ONLY SIN 

WITH ALL THEIR 

HEART AND WE 

WILL SHAKE THE 

GATES OF HELL. 
John Wesley 
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 DO NOT BECOME DISCOURAGED – Elijah only accomplishes 

one task, anointing Elisha, yet it is through Elisha that Hazael is 

anointed (II Kings 8:7-15) and one of Elisha’s disciples anoints Jehu 

(II Kings 9:1-13). Just as David prepared Solomon to build the 

temple, so Elijah spends times preparing Elisha to take his place (I 

Kings 5). 

 

Perhaps the reason for the delay concerning the anointing of Hazael 

and Jehu was because of Ahab “humbleth himself” (I Kings 21:29). 

Just as God gave Nineveh space to repent, so He gives Ahab space 

to repent (see the Books of Jonah and Nahum). 

 

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, 

always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 

that your labour is not in ________ in the Lord” (I Corinthians 

15:18). 

 

A NEW CONSOLATION 
 

God reminds Elijah that he is not alone. “Yet I have left me __________ 

________________ in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto 

Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him” (I Kings 19:18). 

 

A NEW COMMITMENT 
 

“So he ________________ thence, and found Elisha the son of 

Shaphat…” (I Kings 19:19a).  

 

He travelled 257 kilometers/160 miles to find Elisha, how far would 

you go for a friend? 
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ELIJAH AND ELISHA 
I Kings 19:19-21 

 

Several times Elijah has complained to God that he was all 

alone in his work for the Lord (I Kings 19:10, 14). God is 

about to give him someone who will not only minister with 

him, but will also minister to him—Elisha (I Kings 19:21). 

For the next ten years, Elijah will be training Elisha to take 

his place. In fact, even years after Elijah’s homegoing Elisha 

is still known as “…the son of Shaphat, which ___________ 

__________ on the hands of Elijah” (II Kings 3:11). 
 

We each need a Paul, a Timothy and a Barnabas, someone to disciple 

us, someone to disciple and someone to keep us honest. Who are you 

investing your life in?  
 

Proverbs 27:17 says, "Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the 

countenance of his ____________." 
 

ELIJAH’S COMPLIANCE 
 

“So he ________________ thence, and found Elisha the son of 

Shaphat…” (I Kings 19:19a).  Elijah travelled 257 kilometres/160 miles 

to find Elisha, how far would you go for someone? In writing the Book 

of Romans, Paul expresses his desire to visit Rome: “For I ________ to 

see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye 

may be established” (Romans 1:11, the distance between Rome and 

Corinth is 863.6 nautical kilometres/536.6 nautical miles). 
 

Concerning child rearing, Benjamin Franklin said, 

“Let thy child’s first lesson be obedience, and the 

second will be what thou wilt.” It is also true 

spiritually. Listen to these words from I Samuel 15:22 

“And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in 

burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice 

of the LORD? Behold, to ________ is better than 

sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.” 

OBEDIENCE IS 

THE MOTHER OF 

SUCCESS AND IS 

WEDDED TO 

SAFETY. 
Aeschylus 
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ELISHA’S CHARACTER 
 

“…who was ______________ with twelve 

yoke of oxen before him, and he with the 

twelfth…” (I Kings 19:19b, this may have 

been the first time they had the opportunity to 

plow since the draught). Even though Elisha’s 

father, Shaphat, was wealthy, as illustrated by 

the 12 yokes of oxen, Elisha was “plowing” 

the fields. God often calls people who are busy to serve Him.  

 

 MOSES – was busy with his flock at Horeb 

 GIDEON – was busy threshing wheat by the wine press 

 SAUL – was busy searching for his father’s lost donkeys 

 DAVID – was busy caring for his father’s sheep 

 NEHEMIAH – was busy bearing the king’s cup 

 AMOS – was busy following the flock 

 PETER AND ANDREW – were busy casting a net into the sea 

 JAMES AND JOHN – were busy mending their nets 

 MATTHEW – was busy collecting tax 

 SAUL/PAUL – was busy persecuting the friends of Jesus. 

 

ELISHA’S CALL 
 

“…and Elijah passed by him, and cast his ____________ upon him.” (I 

Kings 19:19c).  

 

The “mantle” identified Elijah as a prophet of 

God, casting it over the shoulders of Elisha 

was a symbolic act denoting his summons to 

the office of prophet. Sir John Malcolm wrote 

of eastern customs, “When a great teacher 
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died, he bequeathed his cloak to the disciple he most esteemed . . . its 

transfer marked out his heir to the role.” Dr Jamieson, in his book, 

Eastern Manners, writes: "This ceremony has always been considered 

by Eastern people an indispensable part of the consecration to the 

sacred office.” 

 

ELISHA’S CHOICE 
 

“And he ________ the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and 

said, Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my 

mother, and then I will ____________ thee. (I Kings 

19:20). Elisha was not looking for a loop hole to get 

out of the will of God, but the opportunity to say 

goodbye to his family (in contrast to the disciple who 

wanted to wait until his parents passed away – 

Matthew 8:21). Matthew Henry wrote that Elisha went 

back to “take leave,” not to “ask leave of them.”  

 

If Elisha was to make a ledger with the pro’s and con’s of ministry set 

side by side, it would look something like the chart below: 

 

PRO’S CON’S 
Wandering in the Wilderness Abelmeholah – “meadow of 

dancing” 

Loneliness Family 

Poverty Wealth 

Persecution Peace and security 

 

ELIJAH’S CAUTION 
 

“…And he said unto him, Go back again: for what have I done to 

thee?” (I Kings 19:20b). Remember, the Bible is written with an 

Oriental mindset instead of an Occidental or Western mindset. Basically 

Elijah is telling Elisha that the issue is between Elisha and God, that he 

should carefully consider the cost of following God (Luke 14:28). 

ELISHA’S COMMITMENT 
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We see Elisha’s commitment illustrated in the following ways: 

 

 BURN YOUR BRIDGES BEHIND YOU – or let’s have a 

barbecue! “And he returned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, 

and ________ ________, and boiled their flesh with the instruments 

of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and they did eat...” (I Kings 

19:21a). In 1519, Spanish Conquistador Hernando Cortez landed in 

Mexico with plans to seize the wealth of the Aztecs. Before leaving 

the shores of the Yucatan, he burnt all of his ships so that there 

would be no chance of return.  

 

Elisha is burning his ties to his old life and publically declaring his 

call to serve God. “And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his 

hand to the plough, and ______________ ________, is fit for the 

kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62). 

 

 WHO’S YOKE ARE YOU WEARING – “…Then he arose, and 

went __________ Elijah…” (I Kings 19:21b). Jesus said, “No man 

can serve ______ masters: for either he will hate the one, and love 

the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye 

cannot serve God and mammon” (Matthew 6:24). 

 

Before this time, Elisha’s life revolved around the yoke of the farm, 

now his life is revolving around the yoke of the Father. During the 

first century, a student was often referred to as being under the yoke 

of his teacher.  One rabbinical writing urged young students to, “put 

your neck under the yoke and let your soul receive instruction.” 

 

Again, Jesus said: “Take my ________ upon you, and learn of me; 

for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 

souls. For my ________ is easy, and my burden is light” (Matthew 

11:29-30). 

 

 WHO ARE YOU GOING TO SERVE? – “…and 

____________________ unto him” (I Kings 19:21b). The word 
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ministered means "to attend to, to contribute to, to serve" this 

describes the kind of friend Elisha was to Elijah 
 

THEIR CONTRASTS 
 

While there are many similarities between these two prophets, there are 

also many contrasts. William Smith, in his book, Smith’s Bible 

Dictionary, writes: “In almost every respect, Elisha presents the most 

complete contrast to Elijah.” 

 

Contrast 

Between 

 

ELIJAH 

 

ELISHA 

Name meaning God is my God God is my salvation 

Physical appearance hairy (2 Kings 1:8), bald (2 Kings 2:23). 

Length of ministry 14 years 50-60 years 

Ministry Primarily private Primarily public 

Political  Seen as the enemy 

Ahab, Jezebel, Ahaziah 

Seen as a friend 

Jehu, Benhadad, Joash 

Miracles 7 14 

2 Kings 2:9 

Mentioned in New 

Testament 

29 times 1 time 

Known as  Prophet of fire 

II Kings 2:11 

Prophet of water 

II Kings 2:13-14 
 

THEIR COMPANIONSHIP 
 

Elijah’s homecoming is soon approaching, the sons 

of the prophets that were at Bethel and later Jericho 

approached Elisha and asked him if he was aware 

that his master would soon be departing. Both 

times Elisha responded by saying, “Yea, I know; 

hold ye your peace” (II Kings 2:3, 5). Elisha did 

not want to talk about his coming separation from 

Elijah. 

 

A FRIEND IS 

ONE WHO 

COMES IN 

WHEN THE 

WHOLE WORLD 

HAS GONE OUT. 
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PAY DAY SOMEDAY 
I Kings 20-22; II Kings 9 

 

R.G. Lee first preached “Pay Day Someday” in Edgefield, South 

Carolina, in February, 1919. Before he died in 1978 R.G. Lee had 

preached his signature sermon more than 1,000 times.  

 

Dr. Lee describes four main characters. 

 

 Naboth, a devout Israelite who lived in the town of Jezreel. 

 Ahab, the vile human toad who squatted upon the throne of his 

nation — the worst of Israel's kings. 

 Jezebel, the king's wife, the beautiful and malicious adder coiled 

upon the throne of the nation. 

 Elijah, the Tishbite, the prophet of God.  

 

While I am not able to match Dr. Lee’s eloquence, I do want to share 

with you the same truth that he shared. As Adrian Rogers said, “While 

there are many who can preach the gospel better than I can, there is no 

one who can preach a better gospel than I can”. 

 

It has been five or six years since Elijah has been seen, perhaps he has 

been in the mountains training Elisha. During this time Israel and Syria 

have been at war with Israel winning several key victories. 

 

In the first campaign of this war, Benhadad, 

King of Syria, lost because of his drunken 

overconfidence (I Kings 20:11-12). The 

Syrians lost the second campaign because 

they assumed that God was God of the 

mountains, but not of the valleys (I Kings 

20:28). It was at this time that Ahab had the 

chance to kill Benhadad, instead he 

received him as a “brother” (This was a decision Israel would later 

regret – II Kings 6). 
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NABOTH PURPOSED 
 

Naboth, whose name means “fruit,” owned a vineyard 

near Ahab’s summer house in Jezreel. Ahab saw it 

and desired it for an herb garden. Ahab offers Naboth 

a good trade or price for this property. 
 

Naboth refused to sell because of: 
 

 THE WORD OF GOD – “And Naboth said to Ahab, The ________ 

forbid it me…” (I Kings 21:3a). Ezekiel records that a king was not 

permitted to buy a person’s inheritance (Ezekiel 46:18; also see 

Leviticus 25:23-28; Numbers 36:7). 
 

Naboth realized that what he possessed was not his to sell anyway. 

What he possessed was the gift of God and he was merely a 

caretaker for future generations.  
 

 THE WILL OF THE FATHER – “…that I should give the 

inheritance of my ______________ unto thee” (I Kings 21:3b). Just 

as his father passed on his inheritance to Naboth, so he desired to 

pass on his inheritance to his children. 
 

 THE WORTH OF THE KING – “And Ahab came into his house 

heavy and displeased because of the word which Naboth the 

Jezreelite had spoken to him: for he had said, I will not give 

________ the inheritance of my fathers…” (I Kings 21:4). It seems 

that Naboth also realized the character of Ahab and thus refused to 

sell his inheritance. 
 

Ahab thought that every man had his price, after all, he had “sold” 

himself to work evil; however Naboth was not for sale (I Kings 21:20, 

25).  
 

I want to challenge you to never sell out: “For ye are ____________ 

with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 

which are God's” (I Corinthians 6:20; see Daniel 1:8). 
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AHAB POUTED 
 

As a result of Ahab not getting what he wanted, he begins to pout like a 

spoiled child (I Kings 21:5-6).  
 

Covetousness has been defined as “an 

insatiable desire for wealth or possessions, or 

for another’s possessions." The Bible warns 

us against the dangers of covetousness 

nineteen times. Jesus said “…Take heed, and 

____________ of covetousness: for a man's 

life consisteth not in the abundance of the 

things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). 
 

JEZEBEL PLOTTED 
 

Jezebel begins planning her perverse plot to get 

Naboth’s vineyard (I Kings 21:7-19).  
 

Notice her strategy: 
 

 RELIGIOUS – Calls for a national day of fasting. It is amazing how 

much evil is done in the name of religion. 

 LEGAL – Arranges two false witnesses to testify against Naboth. 

This was in accordance with the teaching of the Word of God 

(Deuteronomy 17:6). The Apostle Peter warns of the danger of 

twisting the Scriptures (II Peter 3:16). 

 POLITICAL – Accuses Naboth of cursing both God and the king. If 

he would have just cursed God, he 

would have been stoned to death 

and his property would be charam 

or devoted to God. But if he is 

tried as a traitor, his property will 
go to the king. 

 MURDER – Naboth is put to 

death. 

THE JEZEBEL SPIRIT 
DEADLY-DESTRUCTIVE-DEMONIC-DEMORALIZING 

 

 It is a critical spirit 

 It is a conniving spirit 

 It is a controlling spirit 

 It is a competitive spirit 

 It is a contagious spirit 

IN VAIN OUR FIELDS 

AND FLOCKS INCREASE 

OUR STORE, IF OUR 

ABUNDANCE MAKES 

US WISH FOR MORE. 
Sir John Denham 
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ELIJAH PREACHED 
 

Elijah now appears on the scene. As we 

mentioned earlier, the appearance of a 

prophet was always accompanied with a 

warning of judgment (page 5). As we look at 

our text, we will see three principles: 
 

 CONFRONTATION – In verses 17-20 of I Kings 21 Elijah is 

commanded “go down” to “the vineyard of Naboth” and confront 

Ahab with the murder of Naboth. After Elijah’s proclamation 

“…Thus saith the LORD, In the place where dogs licked the blood 

of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even __________” (I Kings 

21:19) Ahab asked him how he found him and addressed him as his 

“enemy” (Sadly, Ahab’s values were all mixed up, he called his 

enemy his brother and his brother his enemy – see Isaiah 5:20 also 

see Proverbs 27:6). 
 

Elijah answers by reminding him that God sees everything (I 

Kings 21:20 cf Proverbs 15:3; Jeremiah 23:24; Job 34:21-22; 

Hebrews 4:13). 
 

 CONDEMNATION – In verse 21-26, Elijah continues his message 

of judgment against Ahab, Jezebel and their children for selling 

themselves to wickedness (I Kings 21:20, 25-26).  
 

“Be not __________________; God is not 

mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 

he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall 

of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to 

the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting” 

(Galatians 6:7-8). 
 

“But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned 

against the LORD: and ____ ________ your sin 

will find you out” (Numbers 32:23). 

 

THEN WHEN 

LUST HATH 

CONCEIVED, 

IT BRINGETH 

FORTH SIN: 

AND SIN, 

WHEN IT IS 

FINISHED, 

BRINGETH 

FORTH 

DEATH.      
James 1:15 
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Who Let the Dogs Out? (Briefly their judgments are): 
 

1. Ahab – The dogs would lick his blood (I Kings 21:19). Later 

the prophet Micaiah would also prophesy against him (I Kings 

22).  

2. Ahab’s Posterity – Would be cut off like the house of 

Jeroboam and Baasha (I Kings 21:21-22) 

3. Jezebel – The dogs would eat her by the wall of Jezreel (I 

Kings 21:23) 
 

 CONFESSION – “And it came to pass, when Ahab heard those 

words, that he rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and 

fasted, and lay in sackcloth, and went ____________” (I Kings 

21:27). Because of Ahab’s repentance, there was a respite in his 

punishment. But I must remind you that confession does not do 

away with consequences! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GOD PREVAILED 
 

While God’s judgment is delayed, we will see it’s final fulfillment in 

the last chapter of I Kings and the early chapters of II Kings. There is 

always a pay day for sin. 
 

Fredrick Von Logau wrote: 

 

Though the mills of God grind slowly 

Yet they grind exceeding small. 

Though with patience he stands waiting 

With exactness grinds he all. 

 

REMORSE REPENTANCE 
Short-lived Life-changing 

Emotions Will 

Vague Resolutions Firm Resolution 

External  Display Internal Development 
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 AHAB – Three years after the initial prophesy is killed by a 

“random” arrow, shot by an unknown archer. “And a certain man 

drew a bow at a venture, and smote the king of Israel between the 

joints of the harness: wherefore he said unto the driver of his 

chariot, Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the host; for I am 

wounded…and the blood ran out of the wound into the midst of the 

chariot…So the king died, and was brought to Samaria; and they 

buried the king in Samaria. And one washed the chariot in the pool 

of Samaria; and the ________ licked up his blood; and they washed 

his armour; according unto the word of the LORD which he spake” 

(I Kings 22:34-38). 

 JEZEBEL – Several years after the death of Ahab, 

Jehu becomes king and Jezebel “painted her face” 

and tries to seduce to him. Whereupon Jehu has 

her servants cast her out her window and “some of 

her blood was sprinkled on the wall, and on the 

horses: and he trode her under foot.” Later they 

“went to bury her: but they found no more of her 

than the skull, and the feet, and the palms of her hands. Wherefore 

they came again, and told him. And he said, This is the word of the 

LORD, which he spake by his servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, In 

the portion of Jezreel shall ________ eat the flesh of Jezebel” (II 

Kings 9 30-36). 

 AHAB’S POSTERITY  
 

1. Ahaziah – Ahab’s son, who became king after his death, fell 

from the roof of his house.  He sent messengers to consult with 

“Baalzebul”  (lord of flies—a type of Satan) to inquire if he 

would heal from his injury. Elijah warns him that he would die 

because of his seeking a familiar spirit. “So he died 

_________________ to the word of the LORD which Elijah had 

spoken…” (II Kings 1:17). 

2. Joram – Jehu shot an arrow through the heart of Joram and then 

had his body cast in the field of Naboth saying: “Surely I have 

seen yesterday the blood of Naboth, and the blood of his sons, 

saith the LORD; and I will requite thee in this plat, saith the 

https://dainspires.wordpress.com/tag/throw-down-jezebel/
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LORD. Now therefore take and cast him into the plat of ground, 

__________________ to the word of the LORD” (II Kings 

9:26). 

3. The King’s Sons – Jehu had the elders slay the king’s son 

“…and put their heads in baskets, and sent him them to 

Jezreel…Know now that there shall fall unto the earth nothing 

of the word of the LORD, which the LORD spake concerning the 

house of Ahab: ______ ______ ________ ________ ________ 

that which he spake by his servant Elijah (II Kings 10:6-10). 

 

When R. G. Lee preached his sermon “Payday Someday,” he always 

finished it with these words: 

 

The judgements of God sometimes have leaden heels and travel 

slowly but they have iron hands and they crush completely. 
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PLAYING WITH FIRE 
II Kings 1:1-18 

 

Probably most of our moms reminded us as children that if you play 

with fire you will get burnt. That is exactly what happens to King 

Ahaziah. 
 

Several years have passed in our narrative since our last message from 

Elijah, Pay Day Someday, during which time Ahab has died and his 

son, Ahaziah, has become king. 
 

Sadly, Ahaziah not only inherited the reign of his father, but he also 

acquired the same rebellious nature resulting in the same ruin as his 

father. We find a description of his character in the closing verses of I 

Kings: 
 

“And he did ________ in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the 

way of his father, and in the way of his mother, and in the way of 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin: For he served 

Baal, and worshipped him, and provoked to anger the LORD God 

of Israel, according to all that his father had done” (I Kings 22:52-

53). 
 

TESTED BY FIRE 
 

Ahaziah’s name means “Jehovah has grasped” or “Jehovah has 

chosen.” God attempts to get a hold of Ahaziah’s attention with the 

following tests or trials: 
 

 POLITICAL TROUBLE – “Then Moab ________________ against 

Israel after the death of Ahab” (II Kings 1:1). The Moabites who 

had been subdued by David sought to rebel under the 

reign of Ahaziah (II Samuel 8 cf II Kings 3)  
 

This is also recorded on the Mesh Stele (inscribed stone) 

or Moabite Stone which was discovered in 1868, by a 

German missionary, F.A. Klein. It is now in the Louvre 

Museum in Paris. 
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 PECUNIARY TROUBLE (Economic) – 

Ahaziah (unbeliever) entered into a 

shipbuilding venture with Jehoshaphat 

(believer) that sank. “Then Eliezer the son of 

Dodavah of Mareshah prophesied against 

Jehoshaphat, saying, Because thou hast joined thyself with Ahaziah, 

the LORD hath broken thy works. And the ships were ___________, 

that they were not able to go to Tarshish” (II Chronicles 20:37 also 

see II Corinthians 6:14-15). They could not keep their business 

afloat (sorry I could not resist that pun). 

 

 PHYSICAL TROUBLE – Instead 

of sitting on their front porch or 

verandahs, Israelites would often 

retire to their rooftops or upper 

chambers in the evening to catch 

the breeze. It was from there that 

“…Ahaziah fell down through a 

lattice in his upper chamber that 

was in Samaria, and was 

________…” (II Kings 1:2a). 

While we do not know the extent 

of his injuries, he was evidently 

bedfast. 

 

PLAYING WITH FIRE 
 

Notice Ahaziah’s first response to his sickness  “…and he sent 

messengers, and said unto them, Go, ________________ of Baalzebub 

the god of Ekron whether I shall recover of this disease” (II Kings 

1:2b). My advice to anyone suffering physical sickness is first seek the 

Lord and then get the best medical advice you can find (Isaiah 38:1-2, 

21 also see II Chronicles 16:12). 

 

 

FOUR KINDS OF 

SICKNESS IN THE BIBLE 
 

1. Sickness for Death (I John 

5:16; I Corinthians 11:28-32). 

2. Sickness for Discipline (John 

5:14; Exodus 15:20-21; 

Numbers 12:26, 59). 

3. Sickness for Development 
(Job 23:10; II Corinthians 

12:1-10). 

4. Sickness for Display (John 

11:4; Ezekiel 24:15-27) 
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However, Ahaziah not only did not seek after God, but he 

“enquired” after false gods. “Ekron” was one of the chief 

Philistine cities, located about 40 miles southwest of 

Samaria. It is a low lying inland city about 14 miles from 

the Mediterranean. Baalzebub means “lord of the flies;” and was often 

associated with physical healing (Matthew 12:22-28).  

 

Adam Clarke writes that: “He was the local god of Ekron, and probably 

was used at first to drive away flies. Afterwards, he became a very 

respectable devil, and was supposed to have great power and influence. 

In the New Testament, Beelzebub is a common name for Satan himself, 

or the prince of devils”.  

 

In Jeremiah 29:8-10 (it is believed that Jeremiah also wrote the books of 

I and II Kings), he observes three methods to determine the future:  

 

For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your 

prophets and your ________________, that be in the midst of you, 

deceive you, neither hearken to your ____________ which ye cause 

to be dreamed. For they prophesy falsely unto you in my name: I 

have not sent them, saith the LORD. For ________ __________ 

______ ________, That after seventy years be accomplished at 

Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in 

causing you to return to this place. 

 

IDOLS OF THE HEART 
 

Puritan preacher, David Clarkson (1622-1686), developed five questions that can 

help us identify the idols in our heart. 
 

Question #1 – “What are you most disappointed with right now?”  

Question #2 – “What do you sacrifice your time and money for?”   

Question #3 – “What do you worry about? What scares you?”  

Question #4 – “Where do you go when you get hurt or when life is hard? Where 

do you go to find comfort?” 

Question #5 – “Whose applause do you long for?”  
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 DEMONIC – false prophets and “diviners.” Trying to determine the 

future by this method is forbidden in the Bible. It is both demonic 

and dangerous; resulting in death! 
 

 DOUBTFUL – Notice the phrase, “neither hearken to your dreams 

which ye cause to be dreamed.” While I have discussed these 

methods at length in my booklet, Unlocking the Truth about 

God’s Will, they are often simplistic and easily distorted. 
 

 DEPENDABLE – “For thus saith the LORD.” This is the most 

sound and sensible method of determining the future. Elijah 

confronts Ahaziah twice by asking: “Is it not because there is not a 

God in Israel, that ye go to enquire of Baalzebub the god of 

Ekron?” (II Kings 1:3; 16). 
 

BURNT BY FIRE 
 

Just as Elijah’s public ministry begins with a message of judgment to 

Ahab, so it closes with a message of judgment to Ahab’s son, Ahaziah. 

C.S. Lewis said "God whispers in our pleasures, speaks to our 

conscience and shouts in our pains.” God has raised his voice, yet 

Ahaziah still will not hear (see Proverbs 29:1 and Hebrews 3:15).  
 

“But the angel of the LORD said to Elijah the Tishbite, Arise, go 

up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say unto 

them, Is it not because there is not a God in Israel, that ye go to 

enquire of Baalzebub the god of Ekron? Now therefore thus saith 

the LORD, Thou shalt not come down from that bed on which thou 

art gone up, but shalt ____________ ______. And Elijah departed” 

(II Kings 1:3-4) 
 

After receiving the message Ahaziah issues an arrest warrant 

against Elijah (II Kings 1:5-8).  Instead of repenting and 

turning to God, Ahaziah sent 50 soldiers with orders to 

capture Elijah, however his SWAT team (Satan’s War 

Against the Tishbite) was consumed by fire (II Kings 2:8-10). 
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While the Bible clearly teaches our need to obey those in authority, it is 

equally clear that God is our ultimate authority (Romans 13:1-2; Acts 

5:29 also see Matthew 22:21).  F.B. Meyer wrote: “Either they did not 

hold him to be a prophet, or they gloried in putting the power of their 

master above that of Jehovah. In any case, the insult was less against 

Elijah than Elijah’s God.” 

 

Ahaziah is still unrepentant and sends another squad for his arrest with 

the same results (II Kings 1:11-12). 

 

When the third team arrives, their captain pleads for mercy (II Kings 

13-14).  

 

And he sent again a captain of the third fifty with his fifty. And the 

third captain of fifty went up, and came and ________ ____ ______ 

__________ before Elijah, and besought him, and said unto him, 

O man of God, I pray thee, let my life, and the life of these fifty thy 

servants, be precious in thy sight. Behold, there came fire down 

from heaven, and burnt up the two captains of the former fifties 

with their fifties: therefore let my life now be precious in thy sight.  

 

As a result the captain received mercy and Elijah went with him to see 

Ahaziah. We will pick up our reading is verse 15: 

 

And the angel of the LORD said unto Elijah, Go down with him: be 

not afraid of him. And he arose, and went down with him unto the 

king. And he said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Forasmuch as 

thou hast sent messengers to enquire of Baalzebub the god of 

Ekron, is it not because there is no God in 

Israel to enquire of his word? therefore 

thou shalt not come down off that bed on 

which thou art gone up, but shalt surely 

die. ____ ____ ________ according to the 

word of the LORD which Elijah had 

spoken (II Kings 2:15-17). 
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Sadly, Ahaziah rejected the God that healeth (Jehovah Rapha) and 

chose death. 

 

Likewise, Saul’s dilemma led to his dabbling in demonic activities and 

to his ultimate downfall and death. Determined to find an answer to his 

problems any “witch” way he can, he schedules a séance but ends up 

with a sentence of death (I Samuel 28:1-7 cf I Chronicles 10:13-14). 

 

James Albert Pike was an American Episcopal bishop, who after the 

suicide death of his son, began consulting one of England's most 

celebrated mediums, Ena Twigg. He became consumed with the thought 

of contacting his dead son and became obsessed with the occult, psychic 

experimentation and death. Sadly, like Ahaziah and Saul, he rejected God 

and chose death, dying in 1969, in Israel, not far from where Ahaziah 

died.  

 

“To the one we are the savour of __________ unto __________; and to 

the other the savour of ________ unto ________. And who is sufficient 

for these things?” (II Corinthians 2:16). 
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I’LL FLY AWAY 
II Kings 2:1-15 

 

Albert Brumley, who wrote over 600 published songs, wrote the 

hymn, I’ll Fly Away, in 1929.  

 

Some glad morning when this life is o'er, 

I'll fly away; 

To a home on God's celestial shore, 

I'll fly away (I'll fly away). 

 

Chorus:        I'll fly away, Oh Glory 

I'll fly away; (in the morning) 

When I die, Hallelujah, by and by, 

I'll fly away (I'll fly away). 

 

Just a few more weary days and then, 

I'll fly away; 

To a land where joy shall never end, 

I'll fly away (I'll fly away) 

 

 

Elijah’s home going is drawing nigh, soon he will be flying away in a 

whirlwind into heaven on a chariot of fire. There are three things I 

would like for you to notice in this last message of ELIJAH – GOD IS 

MY GOD. 
 

EULOGY 
 

We often wonder how we will be remembered after we die. Elijah’s life 

could be characterized as a life of obedience. Three times in this chapter 

we read “The ________ hath sent me…” (II Kings 2: 2, 4, 6). In chapter 

18 he states “I have done all these things at thy ________word” (I 

Kings 18:36). 
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His obedience is further illustrated 

 

 AT THE BROOK OF CHERITH – “…and the ________ of the 

Lord came unto him…so he ________ and did according unto the 

word of the Lord” (I Kings 17:2-5). 

 

 IN ZAREPHATH – “…and the ________ of the Lord came unto 

him, saying…So he arose and ________” (I Kings 17:8-10). 

 

 CONFRONTING AHAB – “…the ________ of the Lord came to 

Elijah…And Elijah ________” (I Kings 18:1-2) 

 

 COMMANDED TO ANOINT ELISHA – “And the Lord ________ 

unto him…So he ________________ thence” (I Kings 19:15-19). 

 

 TO KING AHAZIAH – “But the angel of the Lord ________ to 

Elijah…And Elijah ________________” (II Kings 1:3-4). 

 

 COMING OFF THE MOUNTAIN – “And the angel of the Lord 

________ unto Elijah…And he arose, and ________ down” (II 

Kings 1:15) 

 

EQUIPPING 
 

Elijah knew that God would soon call him home, thus 

he spends his last days with Elisha and the “sons of the 

prophets” teaching and equipping them (II Timothy 

2:2). 

 

 IMPORTANT PLACES AND PRINCIPLES – Not only is Elijah 

reviewing significant places in Israel’s history, he is also sharing 

some vital principles for service. 
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1. Gilgal – The Place of Beginnings. “And it came to pass, when 

the LORD would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that 

Elijah went with Elisha from ____________” (II Kings 2:1). 

Gilgal means “to roll away” and is the starting point of your 

Christian journey. It was here that Israel entered into the 

Promised Land (Joshua 4:19-24). 

2. Bethel – The Place of Altar. “And Elijah said unto Elisha, 

Tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to 

____________. And Elisha said unto him, As the LORD liveth, 

and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went down 

to Bethel” (II Kings2:2). Bethel, which 

means, “house of God,” is fifteen miles from 

Gilgal. It was here that both Abraham and 

Jacob built “an altar unto the LORD” 

(Genesis 12:8; 28). 

3. Jericho – The Place of Battle. “And Elijah said unto him, 

Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to 

Jericho. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul 

liveth, I will not leave thee. So they came to ______________” 

(II Kings 2:4). Jericho is approximately twelve miles from 

Bethel and is a reminder of Christian warfare (Ephesians 6). 

4. Jordan – The Place of Death. “And Elijah said unto him, 

Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the LORD hath sent me to 

____________. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy 

soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went on” (II 

Kings 2:6). 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 IMPORTANT PEOPLE  
 

The “sons of the prophets” – Are referred to four times in this 

chapter (II Kings 2:3, 5, 7, 15). Elijah continues to invest his life 

into the lives of these young men. 

PICTURE OF THE RAPTURE 
I Corinthians 15:51-54 and I Thessalonians 4:13-18 

 

 Enoch (Genesis 5:21-24) 

 Elijah (II Kings 2:11) 
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Elisha – When God first called 

Elisha into the ministry, he 

declared that he would follow 

Elijah (I Kings 19:20). As Elijah 

nears the end of his ministry he 

challenges Elisha three times 

about his determination to follow 

him (II Kings 2:2, 4, 6, see Luke 

24:28).  

 

Elisha’s holy determination is demonstrated by his refusing to 

leave Elijah’s side. 

 

1. “I will not leave thee” (II Kings 2:2) 

2. “________ went down to Bethel” (II Kings 2:2) 

3. “________ came to Jericho” (II Kings 2:4) 

4. “________ two stood by Jordan” (II Kings 2:7) 

5. “________ two went over on dry ground” (II Kings 2:8) 

6. “________ were gone over” (II Kings 2:9) 

7. “________ still went on” (II Kings 2:11) 

 

Elisha also had a holy desire for the things of God. After Elijah 

and Elisha passed through the Jordan, Elijah asked him “…Ask 

what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And 

Elisha said, I pray thee, let a ____________ ______________ 

of thy spirit be upon me” (II Kings 2:9; note that he was to ask 

“before” Elijah was taken away. Afterward, would be too late, 

“praying to the saints is unbiblical”).  

 

In requesting a “double portion” was not a 

selfish wish (Jeremiah 45:5), but as an 

enablement to carry on the responsibilities 

of a first born (Deuteronomy 21:17 – He 

refers to Elijah as “my father” in II Kings 

2:12). Elisha will soon be receiving the 

“mantle of ministry” from Elijah. 

EPILOG 

WE ALL HAVE DREAMS. BUT 

IN ORDER TO MAKE DREAMS 

COME INTO REALITY, IT 

TAKES AN AWFUL LOT OF 

DETERMINATION, 

DEDICATION, SELF-

DISCIPLINE, AND EFFORT. 
Jesse Owens 
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 ELIJAH’S TRANSLATION – “And it 

came to pass, as they still went on, 

and talked, that, behold, there 

appeared a chariot of fire, and horses 

of fire, and parted them both asunder; 

and Elijah went up by a whirlwind 

into ____________” (II Kings 2:11). 

 

 THE MANTLE OF MINISTRY PASSES TO ELIJAH – “And 

Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of 

Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and 

he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces. He 

took up also the ____________ of Elijah that fell from him, and 

went back, and stood by the bank of Jordan” (II Kings 2:12-13).  

 

 THE GOD THAT BLESSED ELIJAH CAN BLESS ELISHA – 

“And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote 

the waters, and said, ____________ ____ ______ ________ 

______ ____ ____________? and when he also had smitten the 

waters, they parted hither and thither: and Elisha went over. 

And when the sons of the prophets which were to view at Jericho 

saw him, they said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha. And 

they came to meet him, and bowed themselves to the ground 

before him” (II Kings 2:14-15).  

 

Sometimes people ask, “Where is the God of Elijah?” That’s the wrong 

question. The right question is, “Where are the Elijahs of God? 
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