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INTRODUCTION 
 

Vince Lombardi became a head football coach in the 
NFL (National Football League/American Gridiron) at the 
age of 45. He had been an assistant coach at a number 

of schools and clubs and he often wondered if he would ever 
have the chance of coaching his own team.  
 
His opportunity came in 1959 with the Green Bay Packers, a 
team at the bottom of the ladder with a record of 1-10-1. As 
Lombardi stands before a group of discouraged 
players, each wondering if the new coach can 
make a difference, he holds out a football, and 
utters perhaps the most famous line in gridiron 
history, “Gentlemen, this is a football.” 
 

It was the first day of a new season, with it came a new emphasis 
on the basics. This emphasis turned their team around, ending 
the season 7-5, with Lombardi becoming Coach of the Year. His 
discipline and focus on doing the basics right helped him to 
establish a dynasty that has seldom been equaled, becoming one 
of the most successful coaches of all time. 
 
Acts chapter two is one of the most exciting chapters of the Bible, 
the Apostle Peter has just preached a powerful sermon on the 
death, burial and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. As a result 3,000 souls came to the 
Lord and were added to the church of 
Jerusalem (Acts 2:41). 
 

However, the Christian life does not end at 
salvation. In verse 42, we read that “…they 
__________________ stedfastly…”  I want 
to challenge you to get Back to Basics with 
six the core values of a growing believer.   
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BIBLE STUDY 
 

“And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' 
________________…” (Acts 2:42). Just as most 
doctrinal statements begin with the expression that “the 

Bible is our only rule for faith and practice” so 
our first core value must be that the Bible is our 
“final authority” (II Timothy 3:15-17). 
 

The hymn writer expressed this thought in the hymn “How Firm a 
Foundation.” 
 

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 

What more can He say than to you He hath said, 
You, who unto Jesus for refuge have fled? 

 

Jesus said, “…It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by __________ ________ that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God” (Matthew 4:4). Job said, “Neither have I gone back from the 
commandment of his lips; I have esteemed the __________ of 
his mouth more than my necessary food” (Job 23:12). 

 

 Using the hand as a teaching tool, we find five 
methods of developing a firm grip on the Word 
of God. 
 

 LITTLE FINGER – HEARING. “Blessed is he that readeth, and 

they that ________ the words of this prophecy, and keep 
those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand” 
(Revelation 1:3 also see Romans 10:17). The words “hear, 
heard and hearing” occurs 1530 times in the Bible. 
 

 RING FINGER – READING. “Seek ye out of the book of the 
LORD, and ________: no one of these shall fail, none shall 
want her mate: for my mouth it hath commanded, and his 
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spirit it hath gathered them” (Isaiah 34:16). It takes about 70 
hours to read the Bible completely through. 

 

 MIDDLE FINGER – STUDYING. “__________ to 
shew thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth” (II Timothy 2:15).  
 

 INDEX FINGER – MEMORIZING. “Thy word have I ______ in 
mine heart, that I might not sin against thee” (Psalm 119:11).  
 

 THUMB – MEDITATION. “This book of the law shall not depart 

out of thy mouth; but thou shalt ________________ therein 
day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all 
that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way 
prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success” (Joshua 
1:8 – this is the only time the word “success” occurs in the 
Bible, in connection with the Word of God. Also see Psalm 1).  

 

The Bible has been defined with the acronym “Basic Instructions 

Before Leaving Earth.”   
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ADORATION 
 

The word “praise” (in its various forms) occurs over 300 
times in the Bible. The Psalmist wrote: “I will bless the 
LORD at all times: his ____________ shall continually be 

in my mouth” (Psalm 34:1). 
 

Charles Spurgeon wrote:   
 

Doth not all nature around me praise God? If I were silent, I 
should be an exception to the universe. Doth not the thunder 
praise Him as it rolls like drums in the march of the God of 
armies? Do not the mountains praise Him when the woods 
upon their summits wave in adoration? Doth not the lightning 
write His name in letters of fire? Hath not the whole earth a 
voice? And shall I, can I, silent be? 

 

Someone wrote: “Most people worship their work, work at 
their play and play at their worship.” There are three aspects 
of adoration in Acts 2:42-47. 
 

 HONOUR – “________________ ______, and having favour 

with all the people…” (Acts 2:47). There is a fine balance 
between praising God and provoking people; between being 
holy and being helpful. It is easy to go to one extreme or the 
other (see Proverbs 3:4). 
 

 HOLINESS – “And ________ came upon every soul: and 

many wonders and signs were done by the apostles” (Acts 
2:43). Adoration recognizes the holiness of God and the 
requirement of holiness in the life of the believer (I Peter 1:15-
16). 
 

A.W. Tozer wrote: “If you are not worshipping 
God on Monday the way you did the day before, 
perhaps you’re not worshipping Him at all” (See 
James 3:9-10).  

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ogsys.com/news/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/back-to-basics-logo-v2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ogsys.com/news/?p=2023&h=1316&w=1410&tbnid=K9BWvNAjChamWM:&docid=EBFcY-eyc5TZVM&hl=en&ei=BRf5VZrSK-XcmAWV7I2gDA&tbm=isch&ved=0CEMQMygdMB1qFQoTCNroq_yA-8cCFWUupgodFXYDxA
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 HARMONY – One aspect of worship that 
we often forget is “unity.” Note the 
following words that emphasize this: 
“fellowship,” together,” “common,” “accord” 
and “singleness.”  

 

As a father, nothing grieves me more than when my children 
are fussing and fighting each other and nothing pleases me 
more than when they are happy and in harmony.  
 

The Psalmist wrote: “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in __________!” (Psalm 133:1 
also see Acts 4:32). 
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SOUL-WINNING 
 

“…And the Lord __________ to the church daily such as 
should be saved” (Acts 2:47b).  Four times in the Book of 
Acts we find the word “added” by or to the Lord (Acts 

2:41, 47; 5:14; 10:24). Five times we read that the disciples were 
“multiplied” as the Word of God “increased” (Acts 6:1, 3; 7:17; 
8:31; 12:24). I get excited when believers are “added” to the Lord, 
I cannot imagine what it would be like to see them “multiplied” (I 
have experienced the first and have read about the second). In 
Acts 21, we find that “thousands of Jews” believed and became 
fervent for the Lord (Acts 21:20). 
 
While we have the responsibly of witnessing (the word “witness” 
appears over 20 times in the Book of Acts), it is the Lord that 
opens hearts (Acts 16:14 also see Psalm 127:1). Our job is to 
convince the lost, however only God can convict the lost. 
 
“Now then we are ______________________ for Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, 
be ye reconciled to God” (II Corinthians 5:20). We must never 
forget that we are God’s representatives on earth, that He wants 
to use us to “reconcile” the world unto Himself. 
 
George Shultz was the Secretary of State under the 
administration of Ronald Reagan, the 40th President of the United 
States (1981-1989). He kept a large globe on his desk and before 
the final approval of an ambassador would ask 
them to show him on the globe what country 
they represented. A friend and former Senate 
Majority Leader, Mike Mansfield was appointed 
ambassador to Japan – when ask about the 
country that he represented, Mike pointed to the 
USA. Remember, this world is not our home – 
we are ambassadors of heaven. 
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When the woman at the well was saved she went and shared 
with others what God had done for her. As a result, “many of the 
Samaritans of that city believed on him for the ____________ of 
the woman” and later “many more believed because of his own 
word’ (John 4:39-42).  
 
In the words of D.T. Niles, “Christianity is one 
beggar telling another beggar where he 
found bread.” When was the last time you 
shared the good news of the gospel with 
someone? 
 
“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that 
______________ souls is wise” (Proverbs 11:30). 
 
We can witness in the following ways: 
 

 LITERATURE 

 LIVES 

 LIPS 

 LOVE  
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INTERCESSION 
 

“And they continued stedfastly…in ______________” 
(Acts 2:42).  Prayer is mentioned 26 times in the Book of 
Acts, causing someone to give the following acronym for 

the “ACTS” of Prayer (Noah Webster mentions these four 
categories of prayer in his famous dictionary of 1828 and the 
oldest reference to the acronym itself in found in 1893). 
 

 ADORATION – My favorite hymn is My Jesus I Love Thee, 

and one of my favorite choruses is I Love You Lord. Note how 
often the Psalmist “praises” God in Psalm 150:  

 
____________ ye the LORD. ____________ God in his 
sanctuary: ____________ him in the firmament of his power. 
____________ him for his mighty acts: ____________ him 
according to his excellent greatness. ____________ him with 
the sound of the trumpet: ____________ him with the 
psaltery and harp. ____________ him with the timbrel and 
dance: ____________ him with stringed instruments and 
organs. ____________ him upon the loud cymbals: 
____________ him upon the high sounding cymbals. Let 
every thing that hath breath ____________ the LORD. 
____________ ye the LORD.  

 

 CONFESSION – “If we ______________ our 

sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (I 

John 1:9). The word confess means to be in 

“agreement with God” (Also see Psalm 51). 
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 Thanksgiving – “In every thing give ____________: for this 

is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you” (I 

Thessalonians 5:18).  

 Supplication – “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by 

prayer and ______________________ with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto God” (Philippians 4:6). 
 

It is interesting that Jesus said that His house would be called a 
“house of prayer” (Luke 19:46). He does not call it a house of 
preaching or prophecy or prosperity or of positive thinking.   
Incidentally, His disciples never asked Him to teach them to 
preach, perform miracles or even do personal work; but said, 
“Lord teach us to pray.” (Luke 11:1 – The Gospel of Luke 
emphasizes both the humanity of Christ and His dependence 
upon God and prayer). 
 

I. DAILY DEVOTION (Luke 11:1-4). 

II. SPECIAL SEASONS (Luke 11:5-13). 

III. CONSTANT COMMUNION (Luke 18:1-8) 
 

Andrew Murray wrote: “In relation to His people, God works only 
in answer to their prayers. It is in prayer that we exchange our 
natural strength for the supernatural strength of God.” 
 

Remember “…The effectual fervent ____________ of a righteous 
man availeth much” (James 5:16). 
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COMPASSION 
 

“And they continued stedfastly in…_________________, 
and in breaking of bread…” (Acts 2:42). The word 
fellowship comes from the Greek word meaning “to share 

something in common or partnership.” Another defined it as two 
fellows in the same boat going in the same direction. 
 

The following acrostic for LIFE helps us understand compassion. 
Remember, the words “other” and “others” are used over 500 
times in the Bible. 
 

 Love – Unconditional acceptance. “And 

Isaac loved Esau, ______________ he did 

eat of his venison: but Rebekah loved 

Jacob” (Genesis 25:28). Notice some of the 

results of conditional love. 
 

1. DISCOURAGEMENT (Genesis 25:29-34) – As a result of 

Esau failing to live up to his father’s expectations, he 

became discouraged and gave up hope. Sacrificing the 

permanent on the altar of the immediate. 

2. DEFIES (Genesis 26:34-35) – Perhaps because of his 

discouragement he defies his father desire  

3. DESPISES (Genesis 27:41) – Not only does Esau defies his 

father’s expectations, but he also despises and hates all 

that his father holds dear. 

4. DEFILES (Genesis 28:8) – Now Esau purposely defiles 

himself by going against his father’s wishes. 

 

 Interaction – This gives the opportunity for questions and 

answers and provides a good check and balance for our 
beliefs. Christianity is not meant to be lived in isolation. 
Whenever the word “saint” is found in the Bible, it usually 
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occurs in the plural form. (“saint” – 5 times “saints” – 96 
times). God wants us connected to other Christians!  

 

 Fellowship – It is possible to have friendship without 

fellowship; but it is impossible to have fellowship without 
friendship. It is also interesting how often eating is mentioned 
in the context of fellowship  

 

 Encouragement – Barnabas is described as “The son of 

consolation.” (Acts 4:36). It is motivating to study his life and 
see how many people he encouraged. 
 
In the 80’s and 90’s there were two television programs that 
especially appeal to the felt needs of the lonely. The show 
Cheers took place in a bar or pub and opened with the theme 
song “Where Everybody Knows Your Name.” The second was 
called Friends with the song “I’ll be there for you and you’ll be 
there for me.” 

 

“And of some have __________________, making a difference” 
(Jude 1:22).  

THE SECOND LAW OF THERMODYNAMICS, ENTROPY, 

STATES THAT THINGS THAT ARE ISOLATED MOVE 

TOWARD DETERIORATION. 
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STEWARDSHIP 
 

“And all that believed were together, and had all things 
common; And ________ their possessions and goods, 
and parted them to all men, as every man had need” 

(Acts 2:44-45). There is a vast difference between 
“communism” and “common-ism” (II Corinthians 8:14-15). 
The first one says “what is thine is mine;” while the second one 
replies “what is mine is thine.” The believers in the Books of Acts 
never relinquish their rights of ownership.  
 

Both Barnabas and John Mark’s mother (Mary) owned their own 
homes and properties and while Barnabas sold his lands to give 
to the needs of others, Mary retained her home and used it as a 
meeting place for the early Christians (Acts 4:36-37; 12:12. Did 
not Peter remind Ananias and Sapphira that “Whiles it remained, 
was it not thine ______? and after it was sold, was it not in thine 
______ power?” (Acts 5:4). One of the key principles in giving in 
the Bible is that it must be done “willingly” (Occurs 25 times in the 
Bible).  
 

The Bible defines stewardship as “managing the property of 
another” (I Corinthians 4:2). Remember, that we are only 
managers of whatever resources God has entrusted to us, 
whether it’s our time, our talents or our treasure. It should be His 
time, His talents and His treasure – He owns it all! 
 

S. Truett Cathy, founder of Chick-Fil-A, wrote a book called, The 
Generosity Factor. He gives the following anagram concerning 
the Heart of Giving. 
 

He owns it all 

Every day is an opportunity 

Action is required 

Remember your blessings 

Thank Him 
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J.L. Kraft, who gave about 25% if his income to Christian causes, 
said: “The only investment I have ever made which has paid 
constantly increasing dividends, is the money I have given to the 
Lord. Pastors will do their greatest service in leading their men to 
understand the truth of God concerning the stewardship of time 
and money.” 

 
Luke reminds us “…to remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It 
is more blessed to ________ than to 
receive” (Acts 20:35). 
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CONCLUSION 
 

Getting “Back to Basics” is a theme that involves 
everything from farming to fitness; film to food 
preparation even finance and further education. I have 

read the quotes of coaches, scholars, financial advisors, 
politicians, and pastors; and they all emphasize the importance of 
getting the basics right.  
 

When a sports team is struggling, when there is economic 
turmoil, when there is political unrest; leaders try to lead us back 
to the basics, to our grass roots.  
 

God often leads His people back to the basics to give them a new 
beginning (Genesis 13:3). Even in the Book of Hebrews, He 
reminds us that we have to understand the “foundation” before 
we can really go forward in our Christian life (Hebrews 6). 
 

Thus, I challenge you to master these six core values of our 
Christian faith. Ask God to help you excel in these six basic 
truths. For it is upon these foundational truths that we will build 
the superstructure of our lives. 
 

 

  
Bible Study 

Adoration 

Soul-Winning 

Intercession 

Compassion 

Stewardship 
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CHECKLIST 
 

SIX TIMES SIX – Is a tool to help us put into practice the 

six core values of a growing believer.  
 

1. Memorize the following six verses: 
 

 Matthew 4:4 – “But he answered and said, It is written, 
Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” 

 Psalm 34:1 – “I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise 
shall continually be in my mouth.” 

 Proverbs 11:30 – “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of 
life; and he that winneth souls is wise.” 

 John 15:7 – “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you.” 

 Jude 22 – “And of some have compassion, making a 
difference.” 

 I Corinthians 4:2 – “Moreover it is required in stewards, 
that a man be found faithful.” 

 
2. Make a list of six things you are thankful for and praise 

God for. 
 

 ______________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________ 
 
3. Witness to or invite to church six people or pass out six 

gospel tracts. 
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4. List six things or people that you are praying for. 
 

 ______________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________ 
 

5. Commit six random acts of kindness. This could be as 
simple as giving someone a glass of “cold water,” helping 
change a tire, visiting someone in “prison,” making a phone 
call, the possibilities are endless (Matthew 10:42; 25:36-45). 
 

      

 
6. List six areas where you can give to God of your time, 

talents and treasure. 
 

 ______________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________ 
 

 


