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INTRODUCTION 
 

In encouraging the Hebrew Christians to go forward 

in their Christian life, the Apostle Paul writes: “For 

when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have 

need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the 

oracles of God; and are become such as have need of ________, and 

not of strong ________. For every one that useth ________ is unskilful 

in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong ________ 

belongeth to them that are full age, even those who by reason of 

use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil” 

(Hebrews 5:12-14). 

 

This Doctrinal Study, , contains both “milk” for the 

young Christian and “meat” for the more mature believer that we 

have our “senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” 

 

The word doctrine appears 56 

times in the Bible and simply 

means “teaching.” Thus, during 

the next several weeks we will 

be learning what the Bible 

teaches about the following 

subjects. 

 

1. BIBLIOLOGY – The Doctrine of the Scriptures 

2. THEOLOGY – The Doctrine of God 

3. CHRISTOLOGY – The Doctrine of Christ 

4. PNEUMATOLOGY – The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit 

“ALL SCRIPTURE IS GIVEN BY 

INSPIRATION OF GOD, AND IS 

PROFITABLE FOR DOCTRINE, FOR 

REPROOF, FOR CORRECTION, FOR 

INSTRUCTION IN RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 

II TIMOTHY 3:16 
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5. ANTHROPOLOGY – The Doctrine of Man 

6. HAMARITIOLOGY – The Doctrine of Sin 

7. SOTERIOLOGY – The Doctrine of Salvation 

8. ECCLESIOLOGY – The Doctrine of the Church 

9. ANGELOLOGY – The Doctrine of Angels and Satan 

10. ESCHATOLOGY – The Doctrine of Last Things 

 

There are several principles (Hermeneutics – principles for 

interpreting the Bible) that will guide our study: 

 

 STRIVE TO KEEP A BALANCE BETWEEN TRUTH AND LOVE – Paul 

instructs the Ephesians to speak the “the __________ in ________” 

(Ephesians 4:14-15). While there are times we must “contend 

for the faith,” we should never become contentious (Jude 3). 

There are times we must agree to disagree without becoming 

disagreeable. John addresses this in his Second Epistle he 

balances “love” (occurs 4 times) and “truth” (occurs 5 times).  

 

It can be further illustrated by 

comparing the churches of 

Ephesus and Thyatira in 

Revelation 2 and 3. Remember, 

“truth” without “love” leads 

to legalism, while “love” 

without “truth” leads to liberalism.  

 

As a final note, all unity must be based on the “word” (John 17). 

 

 KEEP EACH DOCTRINE IN PROPER PERSPECTIVE – Peter, in his 

Second Epistle, writes concerning those that “are unlearned 

and unstable __________, as they do also the other scriptures, 

TRUTH LOVE 

BASED ON THE BIBLE 
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unto their own destruction” (II Peter 3:16). When we wrest the 

Scriptures we “force, or move by violent wringing or twisting 

movements.”  

 

We must be careful about over emphasizing any particular 

truth or instead of having a true Biblical picture, we end up 

with a caricature, “a representation in which a subject’s 

distinctive features or peculiarities are exaggerated for comic 

or grotesque effect.”  

 

The Psalmist wrote: “How precious also are thy thoughts unto 

me, O God! how great is the ______ of them!” (Psalm 139:17). 

 

 WE MUST KEEP THESE DOCTRINES PRACTICAL – Paul writes, 

“doctrine which is according to __________________” and 

“acknowledging of the truth which 

is after __________________” (I 

Timothy 6:3; Titus 1:1). Paul 

always connects beliefs with our 

behaviour, our creeds with our 

conduct, our preaching with our 

practice and our doctrine with our 

deeds (II Timothy 3:10-11).  

 

Jesus said “If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye ____ them” 

(John 13:17). Note: our happiness is not based on our 

knowledge, but on our obedience. However, our obedience 

is based on our knowledge!  

 

 ACCEPT THE BIBLE LITERALLY – “When the plain sense of 

Scripture makes common sense, seek no other sense, lest it 

DOCTRINE IS 

USELESS IF IT IS NOT 

ACCOMPANIED BY A 

HOLY LIFE... 
J.C. RYLE 
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all becomes nonsense.” God says what he means, and means 

what He says!   

 

Someone once said, “God said it. I believe it. That settles it.” 

Although that is good, I believe a better statement would be 

“God said it. That settles it!”   

 

While there may be many applications to a passage of 

Scripture, there is only one interpretation (with the exception 

of Double Reference). 

 

 BELIEVE YOUR BELIEFS AND DOUBT YOUR DOUBTS – “Interpret 

Scripture with Scripture.” The Bible teaches that “…no 

prophecy of the scripture is of any ______________ interpretation” 

but that each will have a “mate” (II Peter 1:20; Isaiah 34:16). 

Unclear passages should be understood by the light of 

clear passages and not the other way around.  

 

Remember, there are no contradictions in the Word of God! 

 

 A PROOF-TEXT TAKEN OUT OF CONTEXT BECOMES A PRE-TEXT –  

Someone once said that “when you take a text out of context, 

all you have left is the con.” 

 

Perhaps you have heard the story of the discouraged 

businessman who turned to his Bible for encouragement. He 

randomly opened his Bible and placed his finger on Matthew 

27:5 and read “And he…went and hanged himself.” Not liking 

that passage, he again randomly opened his Bible, this time to 

Luke 10:37 “…Go, and do thou likewise.” Even more 

discouraged he turns to John 13:27 “…That thou doest, do 

quickly.”  
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The Bible can be made to prove anything when verses are 

taken out of context. 

 

 THE BIBLE IS THE FINAL AUTHORITY – Peter declares that we 

have “a more ________ word of prophecy…” (II Peter 1:19). More 

sure than the very voice of God! (II Peter 1:17). While we will be 

studying this topic more thoroughly in our next study, I want 

to remind you that: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, 

and is profitable for ________________, for reproof, for correction, 

for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be 

perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” (II Timothy 

3:16-17) 

 

There is much more that could and probably should be said 

about Hermeneutics, but that will be for another series. I trust 

that God will bless our study together and give us an 

understanding of His Word. 

 

Kenneth Chapman, Pastor

 Territory Baptist Church  

 

 

 

 


