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“Then said Jesus to 

those Jews which 

believed on him, If ye 

continue in my word, 

then are ye my 

disciples indeed; And 

ye shall know the 

truth, and the truth 

shall make you free.“  
John 8:31-32 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

This is the third is a series of 

studies entitled Unlocking the Truth 

about…  
 

The Apostle Paul wrote:  ‘Be ye followers of 

me, even as I also am of Christ.  Now I 

praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and keep the 

ordinances, as I delivered them to you’ (I Corinthians 11:1-2).   
 

ORDINANCES OR SACRAMENTS 
 

A sacrament is a means of obtaining grace or God’s favour, while an ordinance 

is an order to be obeyed because we have received God’s grace. 
 

Biblically there are two ordinances: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

(Lesson Seven).  This booklet was written to answer the “what, who, 

why and where” of baptism. Thus we will consider the manner 

(immersion), the subject (believer), the reason (symbolization and 

identification) and the authority (local church) of baptism. 
 

INSTRUCTIONS:  Read each section carefully.  Fill in the blanks 

by looking up the Scriptures in your Bible (All Scripture quotations 

are from the King James Bible).  This will help you to understand 

what God says about baptism  Also, before beginning this study, 

please take a moment and pray with the Psalmist:  “Open thou mine 

eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law” (Psalm 

119:18). 
 

If you have any questions, please ring me at 0405603201 
 

God Bless! 

Kenneth Chapman 
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BAPTISM 
 

 

Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same 

day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.                                                                                          
Acts 2:41 

 

Historically, baptism is one of the most controversial and divisive 

issues to face Christianity.  Our Baptist forefathers paid dearly for 

their stand upon the Bible truth of baptism.  Millions were cruelly put 

to death because they refused to compromise their stand for the cause 

of Christ.  
 

WHAT IS BAPTISM? 
 

The word baptize in the New Testament is a transliteration of the 

Greek word ‘bapto,’ meaning to ‘cover fully with a liquid.’ It is used 

118 times in the New Testament and is defined as ‘to dip, plunge, 

immerse, submerge, overwhelm.’ 
 

THE SCRIPTURES TEACHES THAT BAPTISM IS BY 

IMMERSION. 
 

 The Example of John the Baptist.  In John chapter one we read 

that John baptized with water three times.  “John answered them, 

saying, I baptize with ________;…I come baptizing with 

________… he that sent me to baptize with ________.”   (John 

1:26, 31, 33).  We also read that John baptized “in Aenon because 

there was ______ ________ there” (John 3:23). 

 

In Matthew 3:6 we learn that John also 

baptized “___” the Jordan River.  Then 

just ten verses later, we read:  “And 

Jesus, when he was baptized, went up 

straightway ____ ___ ____ _______: 

and, lo, the heavens were opened unto 
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him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and 

lighting upon him” (Matthew 3:16).  Note: it would be 

impossible to come out of the water unless He first went 

down into the water. 
 

 The Example of the Ethiopian Eunuch’s baptism by Phillip.  
“And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: 

and the eunuch said, See, here is _______; what doth hinder me 

to be baptized?  And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine 

heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  And he commanded the chariot to 

stand still: and they went down both ______ ____ ________, 

both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.  And when they 

were come up ____ ___ ____ _______, the Spirit of the Lord 

caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he 

went on his way rejoicing.”  (Acts 8:36-39).  Notice again, that 

they “both” went down into and came up out of the water. 
 

THE SYMBOLISM OF BAPTISM IMPLIES IMMERSION. 
 

Just as Peter uses the “like figure” of baptism to picture Noah’s 

salvation (I Peter 3:21), so does the Apostle Paul use baptism to 

picture the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into 

Jesus Christ were baptized into his _______?  Therefore we 

are _________ with him by baptism into death: that like as 

Christ was _________ ___  from the dead by the glory of 

the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
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For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his 

death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection” 

(Romans 6:3-5 also see Colossians 2:12). 
 

Remember, when you bury someone you completely cover them, 

under the ground.  We do not just sprinkle or pour a little dirt 

over them but we completely cover or ‘immerse’ them. 
 

THE TRUTH OF BAPTISM BY IMMERSION IS 

ACKNOWLEDGED BY EVEN NON-BAPTISTS. 
 

 “The term baptism is a Greek word.  It may be rendered a 

dipping, when we dip something in water, that it may be entirely 

covered with water.” Martin Luther (Lutheran). 
 

 “The word baptize signifies to immerse, and the rite of immersion 

was observed by the ancient church.”  John Calvin (Presbyterian). 
 

 “For 1300 years baptism was generally and regularly an 

immersion.”  Brenner (Roman Catholic). 
 

 The following Greek scholars all agree that baptism is to “dip, 

plunge, immerse, submerge or overwhelm.” 
 

1. Liddell and Scott (Church of England) 

2. Thayer (Congregational) 

3. Cremer (Lutheran) 
 

The first record of the use of sprinkling was about 250 AD, when 

Novatian lay sick in bed and thought he was dying.  In 754 AD Pope 

Stephen II declared the practice of “pouring” acceptable.  It was not 

until 1311 that sprinkling received its “official” sanction of the 

Roman Catholic Church at the Council of Ravenna.  In 1644 the 

Church of England adopted sprinkling as its mode of baptism.   

 

Of those who use sprinkling or pouring, very few try to prove their 

position from the Bible.  They merely say it is more convenient to 

use these modes instead of immersion.  However, we must keep in 

mind that when God told Moses to build the Tabernacle He gave him 
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very distinct specifics concerning its construction (Exodus 25:9).  

When we fail to completely follow God’s Word we are not only 

disobedient but we also destroy the picture God is wanting to present 

(Hebrews 9:23-24). 
 

WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED? 
 

While the two words belief and baptism are inseparably linked 

together in the New Testament.  However belief always precedes 

baptism. 
 

Note this truth in the following Scriptures: 
 

 “Bring forth therefore fruits meet for _______________” 

(Matthew 3:8).  Before John the Baptist would consent to 

baptizing the Pharisees and Sadduccees he required them to 

repent. 
 

 “When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that 

Jesus ______ and baptized more disciples than John, (Though 

Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,)” (John 4:1-2).  

Notice that the disciples were ‘made’ before they were 

‘baptized.’  Also see Matthew 28:18-20. 
 

 “Then they that gladly ____________ ____ ______ were 

baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about 

three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41).  Peter had just finished a 

powerful sermon on repentance in which he states:  “…that 

whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved” 

(Acts 2:21). 

 “But when they ____________ Philip preaching the things 

concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, 

they were baptized, both men and women” (Acts 8:12).  Notice 

once again that it was after they believed that they were 

baptized. 
 

 “And Philip said, If thou _____________ with all thine heart, 

thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus 
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Christ is the Son of God” (Acts 8:37).  When the Ethiopian 

eunuch asked Philip “what doth hinder me to be baptized?’ Philip 

answered, ‘If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest.” 
 

 “And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: 

and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized” 

(Acts 9:18).  Saul (his name was later changed to Paul in Acts 

13:9) was saved on the road to Demascus several days before his 

baptism in verse eighteen.  This is substantiated in verse 

seventeen when Ananias refers to him as “__________ Saul.” 
 

 “And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city 

of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: _______ _______ 

____ ______ _________, that she attended unto the things which 

were spoken of Paul.  And when she was baptized, and her 

household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be 

faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she 

constrained us” (Acts 16:14-15). 
 

 “And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be 

saved?  And they said, ___________ ___ ____ ______ ________ 

________, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.  And they 

spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his 

house.  And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed 

their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.  And 

when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before 

them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house” (Acts 

16:30-34). 

 

 “And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the 

Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians 

____________ _____________, and were ____________” (Acts 

18:8).  Notice again this order: 
 

1. Hearing 

2. Believed 

3. Baptized 
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NOTE:  There is no evidence of “infant baptism” in the New 

Testament.  The first recorded instance occurred in 370 AD when the 

Roman Emperor Valens insisted his dying son be baptized.  Infant 

baptism was not made “law” until 416 AD by the Catholic Council of 

Mela. Even Martin Luther, who was an advocate of infant baptism 

wrote: “It cannot be proved by the sacred Scriptures that infant 

baptism was instituted by Christ, or begun by the first Christians after 

the apostles.” 
 

WHY SHOULD A BELIEVER BE BAPTIZED? 
 

Before we see what baptism does for a believer, we will look to see 

what it does not do. 
 

BAPTISM IS NOT NECESSARY FOR SALVATION. 
 

As we mentioned in Lesson Two, Unlocking the Truth about Eternal 

Security, ‘There are at least 153 verses in the Bible that makes 

believing the determining factor in salvation’ (See Romans 4:1-6); 

Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5).  If baptism was essential to salvation 

why would the Apostle Paul declare:  “For Christ sent me not to 

__________, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest 

the cross of Christ should be made of none effect” (I Corinthians 

1:17).  Paul further defines the gospel as the death, burial and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 15:1-4). 
 

It is an outward expression of an inward experience. 
 

 

One of the primary proof-text for those who believe in baptismal 

regeneration is Acts 2:38, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and 

be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 

According to the Strong’s Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries the word 

for is translated from the Greek word “eis.”  This word is translated 

at least 1,700 times in the King James Bible as “for,” “unto,” 

“indeed,” “what” or “because of;” however it is never translated “in 

order to obtain.”  For example, if we were to say that a man was 
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imprisoned for theft, we do not mean that he was put in prison in 

order to commit theft, but because of theft.  Likewise, we follow the 

Lord in baptism not in order to be saved but because we are saved 

(Remember the difference between Ordinances and Sacraments). 
 

BAPTISM IDENTIFIES THE BELIEVER WITH CHRIST. 
 

Much like a wedding ring identifies a husband and wife together, so 

baptism speaks of our public identification with Christ (Romans 6:1-

7).  The Apostle Paul refers to this principle of identification in I 

Corinthians 10:2 when he states that the Israelites were “all 

____________ unto Moses.”  These Israelites, having already chosen 

to follow Moses out of Egypt, were openly identified with him when 

they passed through the Red Sea.  In like manner, we become 

followers of the Lord Jesus Christ the moment we place our trust in 

Him.  At our baptism, we openly identify ourselves with Him. 
 

WHERE SHOULD A BELIEVER BE BAPTIZED? 
 

Baptism, not only identifies the believer with Christ, but also with the 

local church (I Corinthians 12:13). While attending a Baptist church 

is wonderful, it does not make you a Baptist.  It is not until you have 

been baptized that you become a Baptist 

 

Baptism takes us from believing to belonging. 

 

Remember, baptism in an ordinance of the local New Testament 

Church and only the local church has the authority to baptize.  This 

authority was given with the Great Commission of Matthew 28:18-

20:  “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given 

unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and _______ all 

nations, ______________ them in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  ____________ them to observe all 

things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 

alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”  In this passage of 

Scripture, Jesus is not speaking to His disciples individually, but 

institutionally as a church (Lesson Four). 
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Henry Morris, president of the Institute for Creation Research, wrote: 

 

“A Christianity which is not rooted in the local church and 

which does insist upon baptism as the initial step in the 

Christian life, no matter how ‘relevant’ it may try to be to the 

modern world, is simply not Biblical Christianity.” 

 

Dr. Lee Roberson, pastor of Highland Park Baptist Church stated; 

“every single time that I baptized, it has been by the authority of the 

local church.  That is the Bible way.” 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

I believe that your Christian life will be severely stunted if you 

fail to obey the command to be baptized.  As noted above, baptism 

is an intricate part of the Great Commission; salvation, baptize, 

instruction.   

 

The same truth is found in Acts 2:41-42 as illustrated in the chart on 

the next page. 

 

CHART OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
Received his word Salvation 

Baptized Baptism 

Added unto them Church membership 

Continued stedfastly Christian growth 

 

 

Jesus reminded His disciples that 

“If ye love me, ______ my 

commandments” (John 14:15).  

He also said: “f ye ______ these 

things, _______ are ye if ye ___ 

them” (John 13:17). 

 

HAPPINESS IS NOT 

KNOWLEDGE BUT ON 

OBEDIENCE. HOWEVER, 

OBEDIENCE IS BASED ON 

KNOWLEDGE. 
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In closing, let us consider the baptism of Jesus once more: 

  

Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be 

____________ of him.  But John forbad him, saying, I have 

need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?  And 

Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus 

it ____________ us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he 

suffered him.  And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up 

straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were 

opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 

like a dove, and lighting upon him:  And lo a voice from 

heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 

_________ (Matthew 3:13-17). 

 

All four Gospels records the baptism of Jesus (Matthew 3:13-17; 

Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-23; John 1:29-34). It marked the beginning 

of His earthly ministry, first recorded prayer (Luke 3:21), and the 

approval of God the Father (In these verses we see the Trinity—God 

the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit). 

 

In Review:  Baptism is mentioned 118 times in the New 

Testament. Jesus walked 60 miles (nearly 100 kilometers) to be 

baptized by John the Baptist, are you willing to walk down the aisle 

to have your name submitted for baptism and church membership? 

 

“Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it 

is ____” (James 4:17). 

 


